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Family History goes Underground
Thursday 14th February 2019
Old Independent Church Hall
7.30pm
Members Jeanie Smith and Charmian Thompson
discuss their personal research into ancestors who were
miners.
Come along to hear their interesting, sometimes tragic
and sad accounts of life working in the mines.

Our Secretary, Charmian, recently spoke at
a meeting of the Birdbrook Ladies Group in
the Community House, Birdbrook. A packed
room heard Charmian describe the
fascinating hobby of researching your
family tree, offering many useful tips as
well as interspersing with some amusing
anecdotes and poems (one of which is
included in this newsletter. Obviously
encouraged by the talk, we were pleased to
welcome Margaret to our Open Day and
hope that she and others from Birdbrook
will pop along to the free weekly help
sessions at the Library. Thanks must go to
Charmian who donated her fee to the
Haverhill Group funds.

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 380 members)

John Handel (my Great-Grandfather)
(Shotgun wedding? – violent assault – “another woman” hasty second marriage – bankruptcy – it’s all there!)
It was on 29 May 1854 that the Dutch ship “Fyenoord”, inbound
from Rotterdam, docked in the Pool of London. Among the
passengers was one Johannes Handel, born 08 March 1833 in the
very small town of Holzelfingen near Wurttemberg, south of
Stuttgart, in southern Germany. What possessed him to leave his
native land and his parents (Maria Elisabeth Brandle and Christian
Friedrich Handel) we will never know but he seemed intent to
further his present occupation as a baker.
He appeared to have settled in
east London and on 16 July
1860, at the church of St.
Dunstans & All Saints in
Stepney, he married Anna
Maria Beaman Lewis who was
born in early 1841 in the Wiltshire town of Colerne Down, According
to the Banns and Marriage entry records they were both (!) living at
no.19 Green Street (now Stepney Way) in Stepney. Was this a “shotgun
wedding” as child no.1 was born on 22 July 1860? Johannes appears as
“Johann” on the aforesaid documents but soon after he becomes “John”.
A move then occurred westwards across London to Hammersmith where the marriage was blessed with
three further children during the next four years, two of which died very early in childhood. Mr. & Mrs.
Handel had established a bakery business in a shop in Queen Street (now Queen Caroline Street - between
the present Hammersmith Flyover and the river Thames). All four children were baptised in St. Paul’s
church, Hammersmith (John junior’s middle-name is after his mother’s maiden name whilst child no. 2 was
fully named after his paternal grandfather).
Child:
John Lewis
Christian Frederick
Elizabeth Mary
Robert Pearce

Born:
22-07-1860
1st qtr. 1862
31-07-1863
31-12-1864

Baptised:
19-05-1861
09-11-1862
27-12-1863
29-09-1865

John’s name appeared in the West London Observer Kensington Special
Reporter and Westbourne Chronicle local paper of 05 August 1865 for all
the wrong reasons. He was a guest of the Hammersmith Police Court
“…charged on a warrant for committing a violent assault upon his
wife…hammered her head against the wash-stand…he made her nose bleed
and gave her two black eyes with his fist…” Several column inches were
devoted to the whole sorry incident and mention was made of “..”another”
woman…”. He was bound over for good behaviour “in the sum of
100s(shillings) (=£5.00) for the next 12 months”.
A move of premises occurred after this event and after a short period south of
the river where two further children were born, we now see him as a “master
baker” and settled in Sabbarton Street, Poplar, then at 36 Brunswick Road,
Bromley-by-Bow.
Child:
Born:
Baptised:
Mary Ann
10-10-1866 Southwark
11-07-1869 St. Anne, Limehouse
Catherine Jane 12-11-1868 Camberwell 19-10-1881 St. Michaels, Bromley-by-Bow

Ann Maria Handel died in May 1875 and was buried in the City of London & Tower Hamlets cemetery on
07 June 1875. John wasted no time in re-marrying and on 28 September that year he took Emily Reeves
aged c44 of Poplar, to the altar at the Parish Church of St. Mary with St. Leonard (destroyed in WW2) in
Bromley-by-Bow (could this have been the “another woman” of his 1865 conviction?). No children resulted
from this union.
The next we see of John is an announcement in the London
Gazette that he was the subject of a First General Meeting of
his creditors on the 25 February 1879 under the Bankruptcy
Act 1869. The situation appears to have been resolved
amicably as the 1881 Census shows John still in business as a
Master Baker, with son John Lewis as a Baker. Also in the
Handel residence, now at Brunswick Road, Bromley, are the
other three children and a George Lewis “Boarder”– relative
of wife no.1 - a “Journeyman Baker”.
Yet another re-location then ensued as at the time of John’s death in 1890 we see his address as no.6 Arcadia
Street, Poplar. He was buried on 12 December 1890, in the same grave as wife no1; the site having already
been bought and paid for (two guineas (= £2.10)) by John in both their names at the time of wife no. 1’s
death.








John’s widow Emily subsequently fell on hard times as the 1891
Census shows her as “pauper” – “occupation: needlewoman” in the
Poplar Union Workhouse She died there on 22 September 1893 aged
c62 and was buried in the East London Cemetery, Plaistow.
John Lewis carried on the family business and his marriage to Edith
Wilton resulted in 13 (yes, thirteen!) children. He died during 1911.
Christian Frederick and Robert Pearce died early in childhood, 1862
and 1866 respectively.
Elizabeth Mary married Arthur Sheppard of Poplar, had 6 children and
died in East Ham during 1935.
Mary Ann married Thomas Lennox of Glasgow and died in
Wandsworth during 1926.
Catherine Jane married William Staveley Walker in 1900 and died
during 1956. Their fifth child of six was named Alfred Sydney Walker

- my father

Poplar Union
Workhouse

By
Geoff Walker
(See part 2 in the March
newsletter when Geoff
tells of the story of
Christopher Handel (His
st
1 Cousin once
removed)

Open Day January 2019

Karen Cummings (left) and Derek Wright
(Right) helping two happy customers!

One of the many interesting stories that
came out of help session was that of Ann
Williams
seen
here
with
Alan
Bumpstead.
Ann
had
heard that
her parents
had
met
because they were next door neighbours.
She was delighted to have this
confirmed, finding them on the 1939
register which highlighted details of both
her parent’s families.

Another successful ‘Open Day’ was held at
Haverhill Library in January. It was great
to see many new faces join us to be helped
with their family history and it is hoped
they have been encouraged to continue
their research. Hopefully we will see some
of them at our weekly free help sessions
every Wednesday 2-4pm at Haverhill
Library.
A big thank you to all the members of our
group who helped out throughout the day,
especially
to
Karen
Cummings,
professional genealogist, who came along
to assist. Without these people giving up
their time, not just at our open days but
also the weekly help sessions, we would
not be able to offer the fantastic service to
those people interested in family history.

Ann and Alan also found out that Ann’s Great
Grandmother, Elizabeth Talbot was also
shown as being a ‘Mangler’. Although one
could have a good guess as to what a mangler
does, I personally have never seen this on a
census report before. It is someone who
‘works a mangle for pressing water out of
clothes’ (winger).
For other definitions of occupations I would
suggest visiting this site for a comprehensive
list:http://www.worldthroughthelens.com/family-history/oldoccupations.php

Some of you may have seen this on our facebook page. Thought it worth repeating.

Bury Free Press - Saturday 21 February 1885

Bury Free Press - Saturday 12 February 1938

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
14 Feb 19

Family History goes Underground
Members discuss ancestors who were miners

Jeanie Smith
& Charmian
Thompson

14 Mar 19

Talk about researching buildings

Gill Blanchard

11 Apr 19

That Rings a Bell - The history of the Town Crier

Mike Wabe

May 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

9 May 19

AGM & Regency Bury Low Life
(Jottings from the petty sessions of
Bury St Edmunds Borough)

Kevin Pulford

June 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

13 June 19

A Haverhill Festival event
The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside

Tony Kirby

11 July 19

A guided village walk (TBC)

Must Book

Aug 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

Sat 21 Sept
10 Oct 19

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Ourselves
Mike Wabe

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

