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Happy New Year to you all and welcome
to the first of this year’s Newsletters
Two Zoom Sessions to start 2022
BEGINNERS HELP SESSION Are you just starting out on the
trail of your family tree or do
6th January 2022 at 2pm
you need some fresh ideas
about where to start
researching?

Click here to register
Charmian Thompson is going
PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
give an interesting
13th January 2022 at 7.30pm to
presentation on ‘People in the
News’. Join us to hear stories

Click here to register

Our dedicated team of helpers have been offering
their services on a weekly basis since Covid
restrictions have been relaxed. We are indebted to
them all for giving up their time on a regular basis to
help others with their family history.
Pictured here are some of those who attended our
last session of 2021 in the Haverhill Library's new IT
suite. We resume the sessions after our open day on
the 22nd January 2022.

Open Day in Haverhill Library
Saturday 22nd January 2022 10am-3pm
Why not come along to meet our team of researchers who may
be able to help out with some of your ‘brick walls’. Beginners
always welcome. Expert guidance on where and how to start
researching your family tree. (TBC - Dependent upon Covid
restrictions).
Annual Fun Christmas Quiz
For our last meeting of 2021 we held our traditional end of year Christmas Quiz.
Restricting the numbers who attending to ensure a safe environment for everyone,
the attendance was lower than previous years
but this not stop the enjoyment. The overall
winners, ‘Not the number 10 party’ can be seen
here with the winner’s trophy. Congratulations
to Sue and Neil Dickinson together with Pat
Worthington.

80th Anniversary of Desert Island Disc, first
broadcast on the BBC Forces Programme,
presented by Roy Plomley. Vic Oliver is the first
castaway (29th Jan 1942)

Vic Oliver was welcomed on to the first ever Desert Island Discs
programme as a "comedian, lightning club manipulator,
violinist and comedy trick cyclist", according to the surviving
scripts.
Vic Oliver was a radio comedian, an Austro-American variety
star and music hall bill-topper.
He was a brilliant musician who, while playing his instrument deliberately badly for
laughs, led the way for comics Les Dawson and Victor Borge.
Born in Austria, he later emigrated to America where he found fame as a comedian
becoming a big star on radio and stage. He also married Winston Churchill’s daughter
Sarah in 1936 much to the dismay of the family who thought he was ‘he was a nobody,
an immigrant nobody, an entertainer’. Sarah and Vic divorced in 1945.
He later remarried in 1946 and continued to play in both big venues and appear on
radio, even up to 1962. He died in Johannesburg on 15 August 1964.
Incidentally, the first piece of music chosen by Vic Oliver, and therefore by any
castaway, was Chopin’s Étude No.12 in C minor played by pianist Alfred Cortot.
Roy Plomley presented 1,791 editions before his death in 1985. Since that time the
presenters have been Michael Parkinson, Sue Lawley, Kirsty Young and Lauren
Laverne. Today the format of Desert Island Discs remains unchanged and continues
to attract guests of the highest calibre.
Ancestry
Ancestry are apparently stopping remote access to Ancestry Library Edition as of 31 December 2021. After
that, free access to the Library Edition will be in libraries only.
Anyone who has been using Ancestry from their library card login will notice the link will disappear from
their Digital Library options.

FindMyPast
The England and Wales 1921 census is due to be released on 6 January 2022. It will be available via
FindMyPast. HOWEVER, even if you have a subscription there will be a charge to view transcriptions (£2.50)
or page images (£3.50). As this payment needs to be made via a secure payment option, it will be available
via personal subscriptions only, it will not be an option from the library version. This is to ensure that
credit card details cannot be shared or compromised when using public computers.
Free access to the census information will only be available at the National Archives, Kew, and at two
regional hubs - Manchester Central Library and the National Library of Wales.

From Scotland to Haverhill via “The Worst Street in North London”
by Geoff Walker

Our journey begins from two different locations in the lowlands of Scotland and unite within the capital
city of Edinburgh. We then journey south of the border and settle in England’s capital of London before
arriving at Haverhill.
It was on the North Sea coast of Scotland, in Montrose that in around 1800 was born Jacobina Eliza Brown
from the union of John Brown and Eliza /Elizabeth Swan. Nothing is known of her early years until 19th
June 1814 when we find a record of her marriage to John McLeish, a “flesher” (butcher), in Methven which
is a settlement about five miles west of Perth on the road to Crieff and Callander. This marriage produced
a daughter, born on 24th October 1821 who was baptised Elizabeth on the following 21st November, also
in Methven. The first Scottish census available, that of 1841, has daughter Elizabeth McLeish, now aged
20, as resident in Cany Muchlock Farm House in the now non-existent hamlet of Wester Ardittie which was
about three miles north-west of Methven.
From the Edinburgh direction, we now encounter Isaac Williamson. His parents were James Williamson
(born 1791) and Margaret Amaars (or “Amors” on Isaac’s baptism record) whose marriage took place in
Ceres, a village in the centre of the Fife peninsular, and was recorded at the Canongate Kirk, a Presbytarian
church in the Old Town district of Edinburgh, on 13 May 1812 in the presence of Isaac Amaars (Margaret’s
father whose profession was stated to be “hester”). Isaac was born on 13 February 1813 (baptised on 14
March 1813 at Canongate) and was a shoemaker turned painter by profession from no.24, Leith Wynd,
Edinburgh.
Leith Wynd in the 1850s. A “Wynd” is Scottish for a narrow
lane. This particular street ran from Canongate northward to
Leith on the south shore of the Forth estuary. The bridge in
the background carries the railway from England into
Edinburgh Waverley station off to the left. The street was
demolished in 1867 to make way for the modern Jeffrey
Street.
We do not know the circumstances regards where or when
Elizabeth McLeish met Isaac Williamson but on 8th February
1843, they were married, also at the Canongate Kirk,
Edinburgh.

McLeish tartan.

Williamson tartan.

My photo of the Kirk of the parish of Canongate,
Edinburgh Old Town, taken on 27 April 2015.

It appears that a decision was taken within months to move
south of the border to London. We do not, of course, know
exactly when or why the Williamsons moved to the Capital,
particularly as the journey must have been fraught with
logistical issues as travel at this time must have been a
nightmare, not least for Elizabeth as she may also have been with child and not withstanding that there
would also have been the search for living quarters. Their first-born, William, was born on 19 June 1844
and the parent’s abode was at no.9 Staples Inn Buildings, Holborn (baptism record of August 4 1844 below).
William is still a painter
by profession. Their
abode in “Staple’s Inn
Buildings” had, and still
has, a rather grand
façade
(as
shown
below):

Present day image of Staple Inn Building located in High Holborn,
within the City Of London.
In 1851, we find Elizabeth and Isaac listed in the Census for that year as
living at (no.2) “Say’s Place, Saint Margaret, Westminster, Middlesex”.
Isaac is still a (house) painter and there are four children, all with their
birthplace within this area and note that the traditional Scottish naming
pattern is here apparent by naming their first-born, James, after Isaac’s
father.
By the time of the 1861 census we can see that the family has expanded by the addition of four more
children – a balanced total now of four girls and four boys.- living at 4 Boswell Court, Holborn.

This rather indistinct copy of the Williamson family entry shows Isaac (still a painter) & Elizabeth
originating from Scotland with sons James, Isaac, John and Robert plus daughters Euphemia, Mary,
Elizabeth and Margaret. The names of both parents were perpetuated in child 4 and 5 respectively. A
further son, George, was born in 1860 but not included. All born in this area of Central London.

The next Census of 1871 however shows a change in fortunes of the Williamson clan. James, the eldest son
and now aged 26, is now living at 9 Green Street, Holborn which is a basement+5-tier terraced house
(therefore living in “digs”), Elizabeth had deceased in 1870 and Isaac (still a painter by profession), with
six children, are living at 72 Campbell Road, Islington. They must have been one of the first occupiers in
this road as only three-quarters of the plots in this road were built on by 1869.

A word about Campbell Road which was to attain the epithet “The Worst Street in North London”:On Charles Booth’s 1898 poverty map of London, the buildings in Campbell Road are colour-coded black
which denoted “lowest class, vicious, semi-criminal”. From the 1880s to 1939 the road had the reputation
for domestic & public violence, crime, prostitution and “an enthusiastic disregard for law and order”. A
street where strangers never went and where the police never ventured unaccompanied.

Campbell Road during the slum clearance
scheme of 1953-7. The buildings presented a
bleak façade of 3-storey dwellings and no. 72
was on the left side, just past the lamp-post.
The road was renamed Whadcoat Street in
1937 in an attempt to rid itself of its
reputation. Today, modern flats cover the site
except for a fragment of the road entrance off
Seven Sisters Road*

Campbell Road residents. Photograph dated
1940s.*

According to the electoral registers, Isaac lived in Campbell Road during the 1870s to mid 1880s, just when
the road was gaining its unsavoury reputation, and, as far as we can tell, he died there during the third
quarter of 1885.

Away from the depression of Campbell Road, we find that the eldest son, James Williamson, married Emma
Jane Hallandal aged 23 of Essex Road, Islington on 24 July 1871 at the Old Parish Church St. Pancras and
within 10 years they had set up home at 50 Cromwell Road, Upper Holloway, Islington (now under the
present Whittington Park) with sons James (yes, yet another one! born 1873) and George (born 1876) plus
daughter Emma (born 1879). For some reason, we find that 10 years later, the Williamsons, now augmented
by daughters Rose (born 1886)and Lilian (born 1890), have moved to 91 Durham Road which was only three
roads away from Campbell Road – the latter was by this time in full criminal mode (and therefore
representing a retrograde step in the family’s fortunes?). James became a widower when Emma died in
1893 and he next appears as an inmate of Islington workhouse, Upper Holloway in the Census of 1901 and
1911. He died in 1916.

The birth registry certificate of Rose
Williamson (my mother’s mother) with the
date of birth being 18 March 1886.
To continue the lineage we now follow the progress
of Rose Williamson who married George William
Chesterman (born 1882, also of Islington) on 24 March
1907 at the Registry Office in Upper Street, Islington.
This may have been something of a hastily arranged
ceremony as their first-born – named (yes, you
guessed it!) “James” - was born on 31 May 1907. By
the time of the 1911 census, two more children were present: George Albert (born 10 June 1909) and Anne
Rose (my mother, born 17 March 1911). They are, by now, living at 71 Marcellus Road, Holloway, within
only “1 room” (excluding “bathroom and scullery”)

In this image of the 1911 Census, we see that
my mother (bottom entry) is listed as “Rose”;
this was a common thing then, i.e. people
being called by their middle name rather than
their Christian name. My father was always
referred to as “Sid” rather than Alfred.

With an expanding family, the Chestermans moved to 83 Regina Road, Holloway where Charles William (09
February 1917), Frederick John (20 October 1919) and Sidney Arthur (14 May 1926) were born. The General
Strike year of 1926 saw matriarch Rose widowed, during the month of October, by the death of husband
George at the relatively early age of 44. Thus she alone had to raise six children ranging in ages 5 months
to 19 years.
The year 1935 saw major changes. Daughter Anne Rose married Alfred Sidney Walker (my father) and the
remainder of the Chesterman family moved to 9 Sonderburg Road, Holloway.

My
parents
wedding
certificate - Note that the
bride’s father is “William
George Chesterman” and
not “George Chesterman”
as per 1911 Census, and
my mother is now “Annie
Rose”. My father’s address
of 8a Adelaide Square, in
darkest Islington, was
condemned by the Local Health authority soon afterwards and modern flats now cover the site.
1939 Register showing Rose
Chesterman at 9 Sonderburg
Road with sons Albert
George, Charles William and
Frederick John, all in the
garage business. She died in 1966 aged 80 – the last of the original Williamsons.
The district of Holloway/Islington was finally left behind in early 1939 when my parents moved northwards
from their first home in Tollington Place (where my brother David was born) to Albany Road which was
located on the Stroud Green/ Hornsey border (where my other brother John was born in October 1939).
1939 Register showing
my parents and firstborn, David,

We have come a long way from the outdoor freshness of early 19th. century Scotland to central London
then via. the dreary depths of Islington to the leafy suburb of Harringay where I was born in 1948, raised,
schooled and worked, and then finally, in 1989, to the open skies of Suffolk.
*The two photographs of Campbell Road are reproduced by kind permission of Barry J. Page, Islington Archaeology
& History Society.

Many thanks to Geoff for another interesting article. Do you have a story that you
wish to share? If so email to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or
visit the Suffolk Family History Society
web site. Both will give up to date
information on all our events this year.

Haverhill Family History Group
Suffolk Family History
Society Website

If you are interested in seeing what the 1921
Census is going to offer then this is a
presentation not to be missed.
Hosted by the Suffolk Family History Society, to
register for this presentation by Myko Clelland
of Findmypast click here:https://tinyurl.com/Suffolk-FHS-1921-Census

Last year we ran a series of
afternoon meetings on Zoom that
turned out to be quite popular so
we have put together another
series of presentations for early
2022.
Here are the dates for you to save.
Booking links will be posted
shortly. The first presentation is
very much for beginners, but the
rest of the programme may be of
interest to those who have some
research
experience.
These
sessions will start at 2pm apart
from the 2nd one which will be
scheduled for 7.30pm.
Check out the Haverhill Family History
Facebook page or the Haverhill Group News
section of the Suffolk Family History Society
Website for details of the links to join these
sessions or for further details email:brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Haverhill Family History Group
2022 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
6 JAN 2022

13 JAN 2022

BEGINNERS HELP SESSION
ZOOM PRESENTATION

CHARMIAN
THOMPSON

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

CHARMIAN
THOMPSON

ZOOM PRESENTATION
OPEN DAY AT HAVERHILL LIBRARY (CB9 8HB)

SAT 22 JAN 2022

10AM – 3PM (TBC)

OURSELVES

10 FEB 2022

THE BURSTON SCHOOL STRIKE – THE LONGEST SCHOOL STRIKE
IN ENGLISH HISTORY

BRYAN
THURLOW

10 MAR 2022

NURSE, SCREENS PLEASE!

TERRY
O’DONOGHUE

14 APR 2022

‘FIRST’

OURSELVES

AGM
12 MAY 2022

WHO WANTS TO BE A WINNER! (GAMESHOW)

BRIAN
THOMPSON

MAY 2022

TRIP (TBA)

MUST BOOK

A HAVERHILL FESTIVAL EVENT (HAVERHILL ARTS CENTRE TBC)
9 JUNE 2022

OLD LAND AND SEA SONGS AND TUNES FROM EAST ANGLIA
(AN EVENING OF SONG AND MUSIC)

HARBOUR
LIGHTS TRIO

JULY 2022

TRIP (TBA)

MUST BOOK

JULY 2022

A GUIDED VILLAGE WALK – CAVENDISH (TBC)

MUST BOOK

8 SEPT 2022

THE FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN

GEOFFREY KAY

SEPT 2022

TRIP (TBA)

MUST BOOK

SAT 17 SEPT 2022

OPEN DAY AT HAVERHILL LIBRARY (CB9 8HB)

(TBC)

10AM – 3PM (TBC)

13 OCT 2022
10 NOV 2022
8 DEC 2022

TO THE HAMMER BORN –

OURSELVES

CONFESSIONS OF AN OCCASIONAL AUCTIONEER

STEPHEN
POULTER

A LONG WAY FROM HOME – LEST WE FORGET

OURSELVES

CHRISTMAS QUIZ
A LIGHT-HEARTED SOCIAL EVENING WITH REFRESHMENTS

OURSELVES

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place

