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I have been informed that there are no regulations that require branches of the Suffolk
Family History Society to have an AGM. I have therefore cancelled the proposed 2020 AGM.
We can however, in the absence of an AGM co-opt members onto the Committee. So, if this
is something you would like to get involved with please let me know. We are always looking
out for enthusiastic people with fresh ideas. brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk.
Brian Thompson (Chairman)

WW2 Roll of Honour Presentation
The Haverhill Family History Group began their research into the lives of Haverhill casualties of WW1 and WW2 who
are remembered on the Memorial in Haverhill several years ago. In light of new information that became available
about their service experiences, an updated version for those who perished in World War One was recently
published. We are pleased to announce that on the 75th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War, an
updated version of the Roll of Honour commemorating the lives of the 38 people who lost their lives 1939 – 1945
has also been completed.
Joan and Jeanette Key who were instrumental in the
development of the Rolls of Honour recently presented
this to the Mayor of Haverhill, John Burns.
We are extremely grateful for the great work completed
by all our researchers and also to family members for the
information and treasured photographs provided by them
for these tributes. We also recognise and value the
contribution of others who responded to our queries and
provided information that we would not have been able
to gather locally.
However, we have not found photographs for all the casualties and our search for these continues. If you are able
to help with a photograph or indeed any further information please email brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or call
07808922850.
Both the WW1 and now WW2 Roll of Honours will be held by our friends at the Haverhill History Centre at the Arts
Centre and can be viewed during their normal opening hours. Alternatively they are also available online following
this link:- https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/group/haverhill-group

Haverhill commemorates VJ Day 75
Representing the Family History Group, Charmian & Brian were pleased to be part of the
organising committee to commemorate VJ75.
Townsfolk were able to join a special commemoration
recognising the 75th anniversary of VJ Day by watching a
live streamed video of the small, necessarily socially
distanced, event. The Mayor of Haverhill, John Burns, led
proceedings which paid tribute to those from Haverhill
and the surrounding villages who found themselves in
Singapore in January 1942 and those of the ‘Forgotten
Army’ serving in Burma. He was joined by
representatives of the Haverhill branch of the RBL,
Haverhill Family History Group, The Anglian Regiment
(Cambridgeshire), the Friends of the Suffolk Regiment
and the CWGC.
Ernie Brett, Haverhill’s last surviving Far East POW was unable to attend but three generations of his family
were there on his behalf. Another guest of honour was Harry Bowdery, a D Day veteran who was serving on
HMS Ameer in 1945 when liberated POWs were transported from Singapore to Trincomalee, the first part
of their journey home.
The RBL, the Royal Navy and The Cambridgeshire Regiment provided standards and the Last Post and Reveille
was more than ably played by Ian Jacobs.
Separately, a Roll Call video was also posted online. It was fitting that the names of the men who were in
Singapore in 1942 were read by family members of some of the POWs.
Streamed live on facebook (Thanks to Town Council)
To watch:- https://johnburns.com/VJ75/VJ75%20Ceremony%2015Aug2020.mp4

Haverhill Rocks UK provided
individual painted rocks for twentytwo men who did not come home
and whose final resting places are in
Singapore, Thailand, Burma, Java
and at sea. It is hoped these will
remain in the cemetery as a
tribute to the men whose names
appear on them.
A special thanks to Katie Sloan
and her children.

Poppy crosses laid in Thailand
A little further afield in Don Rak and Chunkai War
Cemeteries in Kanchanaburi, Thailand, poppy crosses have
been laid for Far East POWs from Haverhill who lost their
lives while working on the notorious Siam – Burma railway.
Bert Elson of the Chonburi Royal British Legion, Thailand
who along with the Embassy of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands organised commemorative services of
remembrance in both cemeteries placed them on behalf of
Haverhill Family History Group and the people of Haverhill.
Bert Elson pictured here with a special 94 year old lady
who looked after the graves in 1945.

Six men from Haverhill, Cpl Harry Peter Ashard, Pte Frederick Chisnall, Pte Ronald Taylor,
Pte Peter Walter Turner, L/Cpl Cyril Harry Walters and Pte George Thomas Webb were
remembered.

VJ75 Walk/Talk at the Haverhill Cemetery.
Due to the predicted poor weather forecast this event had to be hastily re-arranged from the 15th to the 22nd
August, one week later. However this gave us the opportunity of having two sessions, one in the morning
and one in the afternoon.
Sadly because of restrictions in organising events we were unable to call on our usual great band of helpers
to assist and numbers were restricted to ten people for each session so that social distancing could be
observed.
The talk focused on events in the Far East and remembered those men from Haverhill who found themselves
there in 1942. The story was told of what happened when the 18th Division was mobilised and of what the
men experienced.

Grateful thanks to Geoff Walker for the photographs.

Suffolk Family History Society AGM
For those of you who are members of the Suffolk Family
History Society you will soon be receiving the next copy of
Suffolk Roots. This edition contains details of the SFHS
AGM which this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic will be
a “Virtual” meeting on the ‘Zoom’ platform.
To participate you need to be on-line and to have Zoom
installed on your computer; tablet; smart-phone etc.
Installing Zoom is fairly easy with full details
accompanying the AGM notice.
Alternatively, you can appoint me, if you wish, or any
other member to use your proxy vote on your behalf. To do so complete the ‘Proxy’ form in
Suffolk Roots and return to Ken Finch by post or email.
Don’t be put off by the ‘techy’ bits it really is easy to use and actually an interesting way of
keeping in touch with each other.
Brian Thompson

One Family, Two POW’s
An article on William (Joe) and Archie Pannell
Father came from a large family, 11 in total, including my grandparents, and they lived in a small
2 up, 2 down, mid-terraced house (but with a cellar) at 26 Duddery Road, Haverhill. Most of them
worked at some stage for the local cloth mill, Gurteens. Grandmother was a weaver who worked
largely from the outhouse in the yard at no. 26, and grandfather worked in the factory.

With such a large family, the children’s
births were spaced between 1906 and
1926 and my father William was the
first boy, born in 1916, and Archie was
the second in 1919. Life was tough
and father told stories of them often
going hungry and having to eat
anything that was deemed edible.
Because of the timing of their births
William (otherwise known as Joe) and
Archie were called to the WW2 war
effort. Youngest brother Victor was only 1
when war broke out.

The Family in the early 1950’s
William: first left, Archie: far right
(Grandmother had passed away by this time)
Father (Joe) recalled having to travel to Africa to join Montgomery’s
8th Army, and as a lad of 24 from a small Suffolk town you can
only imagine such a journey, especially as he’d hardly been out of
the town before. The trip to Liverpool must have been daunting
enough, then there was the boat journey which took them thousands
of miles off direct course, initially traveling down the coast of the
Americas, before then heading due east to the African Sahara. The
troops were not told of their destination until they were nearly there.
Father said that everyone struggled with perishingly cold nights,
followed by the searing heat of the day. He didn’t say much about
his military experience except that when he and his comrades were
captured by the Germans he considered himself lucky compared to
those that had died or were wounded in battle. They travelled through
Italy across rough roads to settle in the Stalag that was to be his
home for the next four years. Father said that the Germans were
reasonable and, although the diet was mainly bread and potatoes,
they rarely went hungry.
William (Joe), George Barber, Jim Page

After the war, Joe returned to Haverhill and went back to work in Gurteens, clocking up around
50 years of service. He married Dorothy Shore in 1949 and shortly afterwards moved to a new
house In Beech Grove which was to be their home for the rest of their lives. They had two sons,
firstly Robert William in 1954 then yours truly in 1957. Father was a quiet man, who loved nothing
more than being with his family, being in convivial company or relaxing in the quiet of his beloved
garden.
Brother Archie had a very different experience of WW2, having fought against the Japanese.
Following his return to normal society he married a local girl, Jean Jobson in 1950, and daughter
Marilyn was born in 1953. Marilyn says: Dad’s war-time experiences were not often talked about to
the family, but he did share some tales. He was enlisted in the 5th Suffolk’s in 1939 and was
involved in the conflict that was raging in the East. He was captured by the Japanese in 1942 and
was a POW until 1945, and described this as the most horrific time of his life, and generally told us
very little of that experience. Throughout his life he lived with a condition that was common
amongst Japanese POWs, due to them living without shoes, that is, a parasitic worm that lived
in the intestinal wall.
In 1945, Archie found employment in Gurteens, then worked for the local council as a rent collector
and before retiring at the age of 65 was a cashier in the local treasury department. He sadly passed
away in 1993, leaving Jean, Marilyn and two grandsons whom he idolised.

Archie was very well known and loved in the community because as well
as his work with the council, he was also a local sports star: He played
centre forward for Haverhill Rovers (until injury forced him to the position o
goalkeeper) and also for Haverhill Cricket Club – you can see his photo
in the pavilion to this day. All brothers got on well and socialised together
often. Archie, after marrying Jean, also moved to Beech Grove and Joe and
Archie often went together for a Sunday lunchtime drink.
Archie in his Rovers kit

Two Brothers with very Different Wartime
Experiences Reunited.
(Archie returned to Haverhill a short while after brother Joe.)
Excerpt from The Local press September 1945.
First Far East Prisoners of War Arrive Home.

Three more men returned on Wednesday, the first to arrive on the afternoon train was Cpl. A
Pannell, of the 5th Suffolks, whose parents Mr and Mrs. Wm. Pannell of 26 Duddery Road have
now had the joy of receiving back two sons from prisoner of war camps. Cpl .Pannell travelled home
on the Ormonde, which docked at Southampton. He declares himself fit and well, had had the usual
bouts of malaria but has come out on top.
William (Joe) Edward Pannell

1916 -1990

Archie Pannell

1919 -1993

By Richard Pannell, with assistance from Marilyn Watson (nee Pannell) and Haverhill Family History Group

Virtual Open Day
Normally in September we hold the second of our two annual open days where
we assist members of the public with their research issues, whether it is a ‘brick
wall’ they have encountered or whether they are just starting out in their quest
to research their family history.
Unfortunately due to Covid-19 this will not take place. Not to be detered our
brilliant team of helpers/researchers have stepped in to save the day!
We will be offering the opportunity for people to post queries on our facebook
page or via email to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk on Saturday the 19th September.
This is definitely a first for our group. How successful it will be depends wholly
on the response from the public.

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths TBC

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz TBC
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone Wednesday
01440 848095
to book your place
afternoons,
NEWCOMERS
WELCOME
and
ALL AREAS
help with your
Research at
Haverhill
LibraryCOVERED
2 - 4pm

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

