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Fun Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

12 December 2019 7.30pm
Old Independent Church Hall
For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850
It was a real family affair when three generations of the
descendants of Mary Peck came to collect their precious Peck
family Bible from Alan Bumpstead at the Haverhill library.
The Haverhill Echo recently published an article about a family
Bible that had found its way back to the town and the appeal by
the Haverhill Family History Group to trace descendants of the
original owner. The Bible, which originally belonged to Mary,
wife of William Ellis Peck, was brought to Haverhill by Patricia
Curran from Northamptonshire. Patricia, a passionate family
historian came across the Bible and undertook the mammoth
task of trying to trace a descendant. So dedicated was she that
she travelled to Haverhill to visit the Haverhill Family History
Group at one of their weekly help sessions held in the library.
Fortuitously this was just before an open day and it was decided
to launch an appeal in hope that someone would come forward
to claim it.
There were several unsuccessful enquiries made by people who had an
ancestor by the name of Mary Peck but then Robert Scrivener arrived. After
some checking it was verified that Robert was indeed the great great grandson
of Mary through his mother Madge’s family line.
As the new custodian of this family heirloom, a delighted Robert plans to find
out more about the lives of his ancestors, people he was unaware of until a
few weeks ago.

A Christmas Quiz for you all to try. No peeking…. the answers are at the
end of the newsletter: 1. Original title of the Christmas song ‘’The Little Drummer Boy’’?
2. Name of the boy in the film “The Snowman”?
3. “Twelve Days of Christmas” song – What was sent to my true love on the 9th day?
4. Who originally wrote the fairy tale “The Snow Queen”?
5. Name “Santa’s” reindeer?
6. What is the time difference between Lapland, Finland and London, UK in
December?
7. Which famous Christmas poem was written by Clement Clark Moore?
8. Balsam, Douglas, Fraser and Noble are all types of what?
9. What name is given to a baby reindeer?
10. Which classical ballet tells the story of a girl who visits the Land of Sweets on
Christmas Eve?

Remembrance Day 2019
There was a tremendous turnout on Sunday the
10th of November at the Haverhill Remembrance
Parade. The possession led by Scottish Pipers
made their way down from the Arts Centre car
park through the High / Queens Street onwards
to Withersfield Road before turning into the
Cemetery to form up around the Memorial. We
are very honoured to be part of the ceremony
and Jeanette Key (Pictured here) laid a wreath on
behalf of our group. Following the service the
parade made its way back to be dismissed at the
Arts Centre. Those that went to St. Mary’s Church
afterwards for tea/coffees or just a period of
reflection were able to see some of our posters
which told the stories of some of our casualties or
look at the WW1 Roll of Honour that was on
display together with a video presentation of
Haverhill Casualties in conflict.

The story of Susan Julia Morris/Hyde/Boak/Pearce/Martin
by Geoff Walker
My great, great, grandmother was born when Queen Victoria had reigned for
only three years, and died only seven years before King George V. Her lifespan thus encompassed virtually the entire Victorian era, the whole
Edwardian era and most of the Fifth Georgian era.
This photograph is thought to have been taken when she was aged about
35; if so it is a remarkably clear image for 1875.
Susan Julia Morris was born on 11 October 1840 at no.3 Ewhurst Street,
Southwark, the fourth of five children born to Thomas Morris (born in
1810, Southwark) and Hannah (nee Archer)(born in 1815, Saffron
Walden). She was registered in the St. Mary Newington district of the
Borough of Lambeth, south London and was christened soon after on 01
November at St. Saviour Church, now known as Southwark Cathedral.

The 1841 census shows her father’s trade as “printer” (as was his father) and all four children listed as having
the surname “Archer”! Ten years later we find the family living at 81 New Street (now Newburn Street)
Lambeth.
Husband no.1 – William Hyde.
On Monday 29 June 1857, after the obligatory publishing of the banns of marriage on the previous three
Sundays, the wedding took place at St. Mary’s parish church, Lambeth, between Susan Julia Morris and
William Hyde. He was of “official age” (21) whereas she was a “minor” (16 years and 8 months). The
witnesses were Thomas Archer Morris (her brother) and Hannah Jane Morris (her sister). William had been
an orphan since the age of 16 and was raised in Ewhurst Street during the
1840s – being neighbours of the Morris’s. He is described as a “mariner”.
Child no.1 – Julia Hannah Hyde (Pictured right) – was born on 12 January
1859 at 86 Willow Walk, Bermondsey. She was baptised at St. Mary
Magdalene church, Bermondsey on 27 February 1859 and her father’s
profession was “custom house officer”. Within two years, the three had
moved back to Lambeth – no.5 Clandon Street.

Child no.2 – Alice Susan Hyde – was born on 11 February 1862 at King Street (now Newcomen Street)
Southwark and William had reverted to his previous profession of “mariner”. Alice was baptised at St.
Saviour, Southwark, on 02 March 1862. Thereafter, things went pear-shaped….
Child no.3 – Henry Charles Hyde/Croft – was born on 13 April 1864. The birth certificate however does not
show a name for the father and the baptism record of 21 November 1869 (St. George the Martyr, Southwark)
shows the name Charles Hyde-Croft as the father, which suggests that a Charles Croft was the father and that
the five-year delay in the child’s baptism was due to the mother not wanting to make public her indiscretion
straightaway. No divorce was recorded and it is possible William was at sea, oblivious to events at home
which was now at 20 Lambeth Terrace (now Road).
Susan Julia had by now discarded her forename and henceforth referred herself as Julia (Hyde) and then moved
to 14 Cumberland Street, Pimlico (near Victoria station). The 1871 census however shows Julia (as we will
now call her) lodging at 26 Clarendon Street, Westminster and was a “dressmaker”. She had retained the Hyde
surname so William was still extant and the three children were lodged with their grand-parents, Thomas and
Hannah Morris, at no.3 Henry Street, Southwark.

Husband no.2 – George Rennie Boak
George was born in 1843 and came from a family background of specialists in the leather processing industry
in Edinburgh He moved to London where he set up business in Drury Lane but that went into voluntary
liquidation in 1870. In 1874, he became a neighbour of Julia at Clarendon Street. We can assume that husband
no.1 was no longer alive, possibly lost at sea (there was no recorded funeral), as Julia and George were married
on 22 May 1875 in the district of St. George, Hanover Square. The proverbial shot-gun was present at the
ceremony as Julia was almost 5 months heavy with child. They set up home at 20, Bessborough Street,
Pimlico.
Child no.1 – George Archibald Boak – was born on 25 October 1875. “Archie”, as he was known, never
knew his father because George Rennie died the following year, on 09 March 1876 aged only 33. As a
complication of his death, George died “intestate” so his death may have been unexpected and it was not until
24 January 1883 that the Administration of the Personal Estate was granted to Julia.
At this point, Julia must have decided to re-invent herself as she took a third husband soon afterwards and
entered the profession of Licensed Victualler or publican.
Husband no.3 – Thomas Pearce
Julia married for the third time a Thomas Pearce, again at St. George’s Hanover Square, on 22 November
1877. He had some experience of running a public house and Julia’s daughter, Julia Hannah Hyde, had recently
married William Samuel Walker (my great-grandfather) who was in the brewery business as a brewer’s
traveller. Thomas was keen to continue in the trade together with Julia and they started out by running “The
Essex” tavern (a.k.a. “The Essex Coffee House) at 41 Aldgate High Street, Whitechapel. The 1881 Census
has Julia aged “37” with Thomas “licensed victualler”, Charles Hyde (husband 1, child 3), “Archie” Pearce
(husband 2, child 1 - re-named from Boak i.e. taking his step-father’s name) and a staff comprising a barmaid,
potman and a servant. This pub was demolished in 1884 but during the 1880s the Pearces had also taken on

the running of the King’s Head in Margate and the Albion Tavern at 26 Russell Street, Covent Garden. The
1891 Census shows a staff of 13 at the King’s Head and 9 at the Albion. In 1895, the Market Tavern in
Brushfield Street, Spitalfields was added to their empire. This extra responsibility and workload may have
caused a down-turn in Thomas’s health as we next learn of his death on 13 August 1898. Earlier that year,
“Archie” married Edith Sarah Farrow of Victoria Road, Wood Green i.e. a neighbour of Julia & William
Walker (see below). Archie was by now also a licensed victualler at the Market Tavern. Julia continued in the
pub trade as it was recorded in the early 1900s that she was the “licensee of the King’s Head pub in Little
Goodge Street off Tottenham Court Road”. Her family had expanded, numerically and geographically as the
1901 census has her visiting her daughter, Julia Hannah Walker & husband (William Samuel) plus four of
their seven living children, all at their home of 7 Victoria Road in the leafy north London suburb of Wood
Green.
Husband no.4 – Moses Nunes Martin
At the age of 66, serial bride Julia wed her fourth husband, this time at the registry office in Shoreditch in
early 1906. Moses Martin, aged 48 (!), was of Jewish persuasion, born 16 May 1857 in Spitalfields and was
“living in sin” with Julia at 157 City Road, Hoxton, immediately prior to their marriage. The 1911 census
shows Julia and Moses living at 43 Tredegar Road, Bow, a smart two-up & down terraced house, with George
& Rose Boak (Julia’s grandchildren via. her son “Archie”) and Henry Martin (“grandson”). The 71-year old
Julia shaved two years off her age. The Electoral Register has the Martins living there from 1918 to 1924
although there is an entry in the Poplar Workhouse Register of Admissions for 16 July 1920 of a Moses Martin
– married – a cigar maker – of Hebrew religious persuasion – born 1857. It is possible then that a down-turn
in their fortunes had occurred which culminated in the death of Moses in 1924.
To date, no documentary evidence has been found to shed light on Julia’s twilight years. A death record has
been found that shows a Susan Julia Martin died on 10 January 1929, registered in the West Ham area of
London. If so, then she lived to the remarkable age of 88.
Julia’s legacy was 4 children plus 16 grandchildren, the latter
summarised as follows:
Nine grandchildren via. Julia Hannah Hyde & William Samuel
Walker.
Seven grandchildren via. George Archibald Boak & first wifeEdith Farrow (3) and second wife - Maud Lillian Greaves (4).
It is believed that this photograph of Julia was taken in 1923, when
she was aged 83.

Geoff Walker
If you missed the opportunity to visit the ‘Chauntry Mills –
Employers and Employees’ exhibition you can look at the
posters following this link :https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/projects/display/109

Judith Rye has forwarded this link about ‘The War Detectives’ :https://news.sky.com/story/war-detectives-how-one-soldier-was-foundand-identified-a-century-after-his-death-11856932

Saw this recently on the Daily Telegraph web site:

Fascinating maps that show the world as you've never seen it.

When Ian Wright launched the Brilliant Maps Twitter
account and website back in 2014, to share his
favourite cartographic finds, he had little inkling that it
would prove such a hit. Now, dozens of the 350 he has
unearthed and written about have been collated in a
new book, Brilliant Maps: An Atlas for Curious Minds.
Here are a few of his favourites.

Charmian, Richard and I were recently invited to St. Felix School where we
held a workshop for Year 5 & 6 students as part of their local studies. Charmian
took them through the story of two brothers Christopher and Francis Willis who
started life in the Workhouse as orphans and ended up working in Chauntry
Mills.
After watching a small clip of Oliver Twist and describing life in the workhouse
the students had the opportunity to experience tasting gruel before going on
to doing some oakum picking, a very laborious activity that ‘inmates’ had to
endure.
Accompanied by Richard Hart the students then performed the ‘Weaving
Song’, which they had previously learnt on a visit to the workshops held at the
Arts Centre during our recent exhibition, in front of the whole school at their
Assembly.
Working alongside students from St Felix School has always been a pleasure.
We hope that the association continues in the future.
Brian Thompson

Haverhill Family History Group
2019-20 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee

Sat 25 Jan 20
(TBC)

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

13 Feb 20

Tales from the Bench

12 Mar 20

More to it than brick
The history and geology of brick making

Peter Minter

9 Apr 20

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times

Peter Layzell

14 May 20

AGM
The Burston School Strike – The longest school strike in
English History

Bryan Thurlow

12 Dec 19

Ourselves
Ourselves
Graham Higgins

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

Answers to the quiz
1. Original title of the Christmas song ‘’The Little Drummer Boy’’?
Carol of the Drum
2. Name of the boy in the film “The Snowman”?
James
3. “Twelve Days of Christmas” song – What was sent to my true love on the 9th day?
Ladies Dancing
4. Who originally wrote the fairy tale “The Snow Queen”?
Hans Christian Andersen
5. Name “Santa’s” reindeer?
Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner & Blitzen
6. What is the time difference between Lapland, Finland and London, UK in December?
They are 2 hours ahead.
7. Which famous Christmas poem was written by Clement Clark Moore?
‘Twas the night before Christmas”
8. Balsam, Douglas, Fraser and Noble are all types of what?
Fir Trees
9. What name is given to a baby reindeer?
A Calf
10. Which classical ballet tells the story of a girl who visits the Land of Sweets on Christmas
Eve?
The Nutcracker

