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Open Day January 2018 

Our first open day of the New Year will be on Saturday 27th of January. Not only will there will be the usual 

help desk for those stuck or beginning their venture into family history research but there will also be a 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ Ƴȅ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ Řƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ŀǊΩΦ ²e hope to encourage both members and non-

members to produce a poster/display depicting a family member who was around at the time of the Great 

War. They could be men serving abroad or men/women who played a vital part in the war effort at home. 

These will be displayed at the Arts Centre later in the year in November 2018. Anyone interested in taking 

part please email me on haverhillfhg@suffolkfhs.co.uk. Help can be given to 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ put off! 

We are pleased to announce that local professional genealogist Karen Cummings 

has again kindly agreed to help out on the day. 

Karen Cummings is a professional genealogist based in Haverhill. Her interest in 

family history arose from her motherôs tales of great aunts, distant cousins and 

great grandparents during her childhood. She set up her own professional genealogy 

business, Professional Family History, in 2010.  
www.professionalfamilyhistory.co.uk" 
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Learning about Victorian life through family history 

We were delighted to be able to go to St. Felix School to host a workshop, devised by 

Charmian Thompson, Ψ[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΦ bŜŀǊƭȅ фл 

students from year groups 5 & 6 took part in various activities throughout the day. Starting 

with a presentation, learning about research into family history and using resources to 

discover what it was like to live during the Victorian era. This included the students taking 

ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƘǳƳŀƴΩ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƻŦ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΗ [ŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 

learned what it was like to be an inmate of a workhouse and experience the tedium of soul 

destroying jobs by taking part in unpicking pieces of string in total silence under the 

watchful eye of the strict workhouse guards! During the afternoon they completed various 

other classroom activities which included learning Victorian songs and looking at artefacts 

from the Victorian era kindly brought along by Mick Taylor. The afternoon concluded back 

in the hall when each class under 

the direction of Richard Hart gave 

a rendition of the song that they 

had learnt. The whole day was 

splendid, the students very 

receptive and keen and a 

pleasure to work alongside. I 

should thank all the volunteers 

from our group who took part to 

make the day a success, Alan 

Bumpstead, Rosemary Fletcher, 

Richard King, Mick Taylor and 

Charmian Thompson. 

Brian Thompson 

 
 
 
 

Haverhill Family History Group 
(We now have 275 members) 
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VIDEO NOW RELEASED 

 

For those of you who did not have the opportunity to join us at ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ψ²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ¢ƘŜƳΩ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IŀǾŜǊƘƛƭƭ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ in November 2017 here is a 

link to view the event. My 

grateful thanks are extended to 

John Burns who did the filming 

and editing. 

 

John has done a fantastic job and 

I am extremely grateful for his 

support. I am sure that you will 

agree with me, after viewing, 

that he has brilliantly captured 

the whole mood of the event. 

 

 

Facebook: -  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921641634543949/  
 

Suffolk Family History Society website: - 
https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/group/haverhill -group  

 
You Tube :- 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/fQZmvTftK2Y 

 

Trips ς ideas 2018 

Over the past couple of years our trips have been extremely popular. Plans are in place to 

organise further excursions throughout 2018. However we are always keen to hear if 

anyone has any thoughts or knows of places that would be of interest to our members. 

Please forward any ideas to haverhillfhg@suffolkfhs.co.uk 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/921641634543949/
https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/group/haverhill-group
https://www.youtube.com/embed/fQZmvTftK2Y
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2017 Christmas Quiz 

Another fantastic turnout for our annual fun Christmas 

Quiz. I hope everyone enjoyed the evening despite 

the ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŀƭΩ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǊƻǳƴŘΦΦΧΦŘƛŘ L ƳŜŀƴ 

name the characters or name the people? 

Fortunately it did not affect the overall result, the 

winning team Ψ¢ƘŜ InterƭƻǇŜǊǎΩ just pipping Ψ¢ƘŜ 

{ƴƻǿŦƭŀƪŜǎΩ by just 1½ points with a score of 74½.  

 

Congratulations to the winning team from the Bury 

branch, ably assisted by our own Isobel Orris pictured 

here with Rosie and Kevin Pulford. The two other 

winning members of the team Doug Howlett and Geoff 

Dennish had to leave before the presentation was made. 

 

Many thanks to all those who helped 

out on the night, too many to mention here, although on 

behalf of our group I should thank  Joan, Jeanette and 

Charmian for arranging the refreshments  and to our own 

'Musical Director' Richard Hart who entertained us with 

his seasonal music. 

 

Finally a big 'WELL DONE!' to 

everyone who made an effort 

with their Christmas jumpers. I 

think you'll agree that the stars 

were Barry and Gloria who really 

lit up the night in the most literal 

sense! Will anyone be able to 

better these next year?  
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Haverhill People ς 2nd in our series from the 2017 exhibition 
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Haverhill Family History Group 

2018 Programme of Meetings & Events  

Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm, 

Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee 

Sat  27 Jan 
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB) 10am ï 3pm 
óWhat did my Grandad do during the war?ô 

Ourselves  
 

8 Feb 
 

Women & the Great War  Annie James 

8 Mar 
What was it like to live in the time of the Plague  Pip Wright 

Mar 
Trip (TBA) 
 

 

12 Apr 
 

Dating Postcards  Tom Doig 

Apr 
Trip (TBA) 
 

 

10 May 
AGM ï Three members to do a óshow and tellô presentation 
on their research. 
  

 Ourselves 
 

14 June 
A Haverhill Festival event (TBA) 
Dads Army (The TV Program) 

Dave Steward 

21 June 
Suffolk Day at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB) Ourselves 

June 
Trip (TBA) 
 

 

12 July 
A guided village walk at Steeple Bumpstead 
Must book 

  

Aug 
Trip ï Dads Army Museum Thetford 
Must book 

  

13 Sept 
Ourselves (TBC) 

 

Ourselves 

Sat 22 Sept 
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)  

10am ï 3pm 

Ourselves 

11 Oct 

Town Criers 

Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group 

(Haverhill L/H Group to host) 

Brenda 

Willison 

10 Nov 
We Will Remember Them ï Remembering the end of the war 

(Haverhill Arts Centre)  

Ourselves 

13 Dec 
Christmas Quiz 

A light-hearted social evening with refreshments 

Ourselves 

 

 Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm 

Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’ 

telephone 01440 702638 to book your place 

NEWCOMERS   WELCOME   and   ALL   AREAS   COVERED 


