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Tales from the Bench
with
Graham Higgins
If you are struggling with your family tree, need
a bit of help or just want to pop along for a chat
why not pop down to the library?

At Haverhill Old Independent Church Hall
7.30pm

I trust you all had a very pleasant Christmas and are looking forward to another
exciting year ahead in 2020. I wonder how many of you had a DNA test as a
Christmas present. If you did why not let us know how you get on with the
results?
We have another full programme this year with many varied and interesting
speakers coming along to our monthly meetings which begin again in February.
To start us off however we are holding the first of our two open days this year.
Whether or not you need help, if you get the opportunity, why not pay us a visit.
It would be great to see you there.
Haverhill Family History Group
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Meeting Michael Black
In November we met Michael Black who lives near Sudbury. He had made
contact with Alan Bumpstead regarding the Town’s Remembrance Parade
which he wanted to attend as his uncle, Reginald Thomas Black, is remembered
on the Haverhill War Memorial.
Reginald was posted to RAF Stradishall with 9
Squadron, a heavy bomber squadron flying the Vickers
Wellington and the Avro Lancaster. While stationed
there he met Doris Freeman from 8 The Pightle,
Haverhill and on 23 September 1939 they were married
in the West End Congregational Church. Doris had a
friend and neighbour at 9 The Pightle who was called
Doris Bigmore. This Doris also met and married an
airman from the same squadron. His name was Tom
English.
Charmian and Michael
outside No.8 the Pightle

On 18th December 1939, Reginald and Tom took part in a reconnaissance
mission over Wilhelmshaven. The Squadron lost five of their nine Wellington
aircraft in this mission. Reginald and Thomas, who were in different aircraft,
were two of twenty-four men who lost their lives that day. They were the first
Haverhill casualties of WW2.
Michael
has
many
treasured photos and other
items that belonged to his
uncle
including
this
photograph
showing
Reginald and Tom seated
next to each other. He very
kindly allowed us to take
photos of these to include
in the tributes to his uncle.
The biographies of both
Reginald Thomas Black and
Tom English can be read on
our Facebook page.
One can only imagine the grief felt in the Freeman and Bigmore households
that Christmas in 1939. Sadly both families suffered further losses. 2nd Lt John
Bigmore, Cambridgeshire Regiment, was shot and killed by a sniper just two
hours before the Surrender of Singapore in February 1942. Sgt Philip Freeman,
RAF, was captured by the Japanese in 1942. He died in April 1945 as a POW in
the death camp known as Sandokan.

Michael and Charmian on a visit to Haverhill Cemetery

Christmas Quiz
Another great turnout for our annual Christmas Quiz. On a dreadfully wet night we were cheered with
some Christmas music curtesy of Richard Hart which started the evenings proceedings. We then went onto
the main event, the quiz, ten rounds of varied questions with the eventual winners ‘Ain’t got a clue’
although I suspect they must have one or two! Anyway, congratulations to them and of course to the
‘Blind mice’ who were the recipients of the ‘wooden spoons’. The evening finished with the drawing of
the raffle, probably one of our largest yet. Can I personally thank everyone who supported the event,
especially all those that worn their Christmas outfits, brought in raffle prizes and who helped out during
the evening. However, I should single out Richard Hart for the music, together with Joan Key and Charmian
Thompson who sorted out all the refreshments to make the evening a bit special.

There are some noticeable anniversaries this year, not least the 75th anniversary to mark the
end of the Second World War and it is hoped that the Haverhill Roll of Honour for WW2
casualties will be completed this year. Haverhill’s first two casualties of the war were Tom
English and Reginald Black who were both lost during bombing raids 80 years ago on the 18th
December 1940. There stories can be seen on Haverhill Family History Group facebook page.

Tom English
Sergeant, 524025
9 Squadron, Royal Air Force
Place of Birth: Gateshead
Date of death: Monday 18th December 1939
Lost over the North Sea
Memorial: Runnymede
Aged 22 years

Reginald Black
Corporal, 567249
9 Squadron, Royal Air Force
Place of Birth: Reading
Date of death: Monday, 18th December 1939
Lost over the North Sea
Memorial: Runnymede
Aged 20 years

The Haverhill Town Council are putting on a series of events to celebrate VE Day
over the weekend of the 8th/9th May. As a group we will be supporting the
celebrations. More news will follow in later editions.

What is the connection between a postcard sent
in 1951 and Haverhill’s Town Badge?
Sometimes we get requests for information about people who had connections with Haverhill
and recently an email arrived in my inbox from someone in White Plains, N.Y. seeking information
about one Mrs Hillery Dickinson. The enquirer was trying to find out about a
postcard in his possession. The card had been sent from Salzburg in 1951 to Mrs
Dickinson whose address at the time was The Gables, Wratting Road,
Haverhill. The sender only identified as ‘A’, mentioned having seen many scouts
in the city and used a commemorative postage stamp that referred to the Boy
Scout World Jamboree that was held at nearby Bad Ischl. The writer said the
stamp was for Hillery’s husband.
The 7th World Scout Jamboree was held
3rd – 12th August, 1951 and was hosted
by Austria at Bad Ischl. The attendance
was 12,884 from 61 different parts of the
world, with 675 German Scouts given a
warm welcome as official participants in a
World Jamboree for the first time. The
Austrian
contingent
was
slightly
outnumbered by the Commonwealth
contingent and had reduced the
minimum age for their attendees from 14,
the normal Jamboree age, to 13 since the revived organization had only been in existence for
five years.
At the 1949 International Scout Conference in Norway, invitations to hold the 1951 Conference
and quadrennial World Jamboree were presented by Austria and Denmark. The vote was
overwhelmingly in favour of Austria as it was a small country, a World Jamboree had never been
staged there. Scouting in Austria had been forbidden in 1938 and had made their own comeback
in 1946. The majority of the countries represented at the Conference had been at war with the
then Austrian State only five years before and there was a great desire to show that the
brotherhood of Scouting was a reality.
There were many difficulties to be overcome by the 10,000 Austrian Scouts. The Austrian
government administered the country under foreign control, still divided into American, British,
Soviet and French occupation zones. Preparations were started immediately and the site near
Bad Ischl in the Salzkammergut was selected in November 1949 while snow lay on the ground.
While this is all very interesting, the real surprise came when Hillery’s husband was identified. But
let’s start with Hillery.
Ivy Hillery Player Spooner was born on 4 August 1895 in Islington, London. Her mother Harriet
had remarried so Ivy had two elder half-brothers. Her father James was a Chartered Patent Agent
who had been born in Witham Essex. Her mother was Harriet who was born in St Ives
Huntingdonshire. The family employed a servant.

Ivy (obviously known as Hillery) married Philip George
Murgatroyd Dickinson in 1927 in Bournemouth. Philip (photo
right) was the son of James and Lilian nee Dorman who was born
1st June 1902 in Blackmoor, Hampshire and baptised 3rd
August 1902 in Selbourne, Hampshire. James was an Estate
Steward who was born in Lancashire. Lilian was born in
Lymington Hampshire. The family obviously moved around from
estate to estate. In 1911 they were living in the Estate House,
East Coker, Yeovil, Somerset, a rather grand house which is now
a listed property. Philip had two brothers; Godwin James
Mugatroyd and Thomas Christopher Murgatroyd. The family
had a servant.
Philip found employment in a bank and in 1938 they settled in
Huntingdon. The entry in the 1939 Register tells us that he was
working as a bank clerk and he and Hillery were living at 15
Hartford Road. They had two daughters, Mary and Catherine.
During the 1950’s they were living in Haverhill at The Gables. Philip had been transferred and
was working in the Westminster Bank (as it was known then) in the town before becoming the
manager of the branch in Saffron Walden. Following his retirement in 1962 he and Hillery moved
back to Wyton where he died unexpectedly after a short illness in 1974.
His obituary which was published in the local paper outlined his career and interests. He was
indeed a philatelist, having started to collect stamps when he was just 8 years old. One of Philip’s
passions was clearly history. He had been the Honorary Archivist to Huntingdon Borough since
shortly after WW2 and when he returned to Wyton in 1962 he became the County Archivist, a job
he held for three years until 1966 when he was aged 64. He was the author of several books and
official guides for various authorities in Huntingdon and also organised an exhibition of country
treasures.

His interest in history did not stop when he was
living in Haverhill. In those days there was no Local
History Group as there is now but in the few years
he lived and worked here he became an avid
researcher and wrote many articles, some of which
can be found in the History Centre at the Arts
Centre. He also wrote the Town Guide which was
published by the UDC in 1964. A further town
project was to find a badge to express the identity
of a new Haverhill, looking to the future, but
remembering the past.

Philip Dickinson’s town guide had a cover designed by
him which reflected the town's past and this design
was adopted as the Town Badge that we all recognise
today. It shows a handloom of the 17th century type on
which the town's modern prosperity was based,
together with an ear of oats, reflecting the old English
name of the town, and an ear of wheat. In 1951
agriculture was still an important part of local life.
Hillery died in 1985 in Sheffield where daughter Mary had settled. She was buried with Philip in
Huntingdon Cemetery.

Do you have a postcard that has a story attached? Challenge for
2020 – find a postcard, investigate and forward the story for
publication in our newsletter.
Post to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Some New Year Traditions from around the World
Romania - In Romania, some
farmers welcome in the New
Year by talking to their animals
to bring good luck. Others
celebrate by getting into dancing
bear costumes - tradition
dictates bears can protect and
heal people against evil spirits.

Greece - An onion is
traditionally hung above the
front door on New Year’s Eve as
a symbol of rebirth. In the
morning parents wake their
children by tapping them on the
head with the onion.

South Africa - Families
traditionally like to mark the
beginning of a new year by
throwing unwanted furniture
and other household items out of
the window, representing ‘out
with the old and in with the
new’.

Portugal and Spain - The
customary New Year’s Eve
challenge is to stuff twelve
grapes into the mouth for each
chime of midnight and try to
finish eating them before the
clock falls silent.

Turkey - As the bells ring in the
New Year, people open their
front door and sprinkle salt on
the step to bring peace and
abundance.

Denmark - Danes love to jump
off a chair when midnight strikes
and throw plates at the doors of
friends’ houses. The more
broken crockery on your
doorstep, the better your luck for
the coming year.

Italy - Italians believe wearing
red underwear on New Year’s
Eve will bring love, luck and
prosperity.

Japan - All bells are rung 108
times in line with the Buddhist
belief it brings cleanliness. It’s
also thought to be good luck to
be smiling.

Colombia - Colombians carry a
suitcase with them on New
Year’s Eve in the hope of having
a travel filled year ahead.

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 25 Jan 20
13 Feb 20

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Tales from the Bench

Ourselves
Graham
Higgins

12 Mar 20

More to it than brick
The history and geology of brick making

Peter Minter

9 Apr 20

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times

Peter
Layzell

14 May 20

AGM
The Burston School Strike – The longest school strike in
English History

Bryan
Thurlow

May 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

11 June 20
July 20

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre TBC)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs
Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon

Norman
Jacobs
Must Book

July 20

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

10 Sept 20

The Foundlings

Ruth Miller

17 Sept 20

Trip to Ridgewell Museum

Must Book

Sept 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 20
(TBC)

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

8 Oct 20

Ourselves
Charlie
Haylock

12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths TBC

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

