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NEXT (ZOOM) MEETING

‘Bits and Pieces’
With members of our own group
8th July 7.30pm

Sure to be an interesting and entertaining evening
when members of our own group will give short
presentations (5-10minutes each) on a variety of
subjects that I know you will all enjoy.
A free event for all, to register please click here:-

‘Eventually, all genealogists come to their census.’

We will be at the Haverhill
Show this year. Our second
outing since the partial
lifting of Covid restrictions,
we are looking forward once
again to being able to
showcase our group. Come
and join us in the red
gazebo on the Recreation
Ground on Sunday the 4th
of July.

(See our facebook page or website for up to date information).

JOIN UP for JOIN UP DAY!
We will also be at this event on the Market Square, Haverhill on
Saturday the 17th July 10.30am. Organised by the Haverhill Town
Council this is an opportunity for all groups in the Town to publicise
what they do with a view to attracting new members.

If anyone is interested in helping out at either of these events by
‘manning’ the stall for an hour please contact me at
brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk.
Haverhill Family History Group
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Found on Pinterest

14770998, Private Sidney A. Chesterman
This account of the life of my Uncle Sidney (my mother’s youngest brother) was prompted by the fact
that this year is the 10th Anniversary of his death and after re-reading his books on his regiment’s
involvement in the battle of Arnhem coupled with some of his army documents, I decided that there was
a story to be told with particular reference to his army service.
Sidney Arthur Chesterman was born on 14 May 1926, the last of six children born to George William
Chesterman and Rose Williamson (who were married on 24 March 1907 at Islington Registry Office,
Liverpool Road, Holloway, north London), and was raised at 83 Regina Road, in the Finsbury Park area
of North London. Unfortunately, Sidney did not have any memories of his father as George William died
later that same year aged only 44 so Rose had to raise him plus siblings James William (aged 19), George
Albert (17), Anne Rose (15)(my mother), Charles William (9) and Frederick John (7).
The year 1936 provide some change of scenery for the Chestermans. Eldest son James married in April
1936 while Rose and her other four boys George, Charles, Frederick and Sidney all moved to 9
Sonderburgh Road, Holloway, London N.7. Daughter Anne had married Alfred Sidney Walker (my father)
on Christmas Day 1935.

The 1939 Register (above) shows Rose with three of her boys all working in the garage business. Note
that “Albert G” was actually George Albert (as per his birth and death certificates copies in our
possession) and also Sidney, being 13 at this time and therefore not of voting age, does not appear.
After leaving school at the age of 14, Sidney went
to work at a chemical storage company. The early
wartime years were spent in Holloway and it was
relatively late in WW2 that Sidney received
notification of his summons to serve his country.
At the exact age of 18, he received his
compulsory order to serve his country in the
armed forces and had to report to the stipulated
enlistment centre in Edinburgh on 1st. June 1944.
His medical examination resulted in him being
passed “A1” At this time, new recruits were
posted to wherever the urgent needs were, which
resulted in Sidney being posted to the other end of Britain, to the 2nd Battalion, South Wales Borderers.

The SWB were previously known as the 24th (The 2nd. Warwickshire) Regiment of Foot until the 1881
Childers Army reforms which took place two years after their involvement in the Isandlwana and Rorke’s
Drift engagements of the South African Zulu War of 1879. At the outbreak of WW2, the SWB together
with the 2nd. Gloucestershire and 2nd. Essex regiments formed the 56th. Infantry Brigade which with
the 146th & 147th infantry brigades plus supporting elements and subsequent additions constituted the
49th (West Riding) Division – “The Polar Bears”.
Although we have his Soldier’s Service Book, Sidney’s army record is very sketchy, but we do know that
his regiment embarked from England not long after D-Day and leading elements of the 49th Division
landed on Gold beach on 13th June, meeting light resistance. After advancing through France and
Belgium during that Summer they were held up whilst the ultimately unsuccessful Operation Market
Garden campaign took place. For the remainder of 1944, the SWB formed part of the British army that
garrisoned the Arnhem – Nijmegan “island” part of the Neder Rijn (the Dutch
part of the River Rhine at this point). This occupation continued for four
months – the Battle of the Bulge during Winter 1944/5 further south did not
call upon the Division’s resources. The breakout finally occurred in March
and Sidney’s battalion were part of the British force that finally liberated
Arnhem on 14th. April. Further advances at a quickening pace saw his
regiment cross the River Rhine and move from Holland into Germany.

Memorial erected in gratitude by the Dutch people to the 49th. Division.in
Loenen, near Arnhem. (photo from www.tracesofwar).
Quote from one of Sidney’s books “The Polar Bears – Monty’s Left Flank”:-

“So great was the relief of the Dutch to be freed from their oppressors…..a lone Dutchman came slowly
down a long street (in Arnhem). We shook hands. “You have come back” he said quietly”.

On 15th. April, advance units of the British 11th armoured division entered the notorious
P.O.W./concentration camp of Bergen-Belsen in northern Germany. On 22nd April, Sidney’s battalion had
left the Arnhem area to join the 53rd Welsh Division in N.W. Germany and the route via Osnabruck,
Hanover and Luneburg took them past Celle then north to Munster and Bergen, passing by the camp. I
remember Sid saying to me that the entire area had been sealed off with an exclusion zone around the
camp to contain the threat of typhus and other diseases from spreading out and that some of the first
liberating soldiers, appalled by what they witnessed when entering the camp, had taken some of the
German camp guards behind some buildings and summarily “dealt with them”.

Although the surrender of all German forces in N.W. Germany, Denmark and Holland was signed at
Luneburgh Heath on 4th May 1945 and all German Forces at Reims on 7th May 1945, the Allied armies
were still required to maintain a presence in West Germany and Sidney recalled to me that some German
prisoners were pressed into service to drive lorries and carry out other duties where the British army
found themselves short on personnel.

Demobilisation was carried out on the basis of the first in were first out so Sidney was to remain in khaki
for the foreseeable future. The Western allies needed to put on a show of strength in post-war divided
Germany due to the threat of aggression from Russia and then there was increasing tension in the Middle
East where there were potential problems with Egypt, Palestine etc. all requiring a British presence to
defuse a possible explosive situation. He did however return home for Christmas 1946 as fourteen days
privilege leave was granted from 20th December 1946 but further overseas service beckoned and a 7-day
embarkation leave started on 31st January 1947.
Sidney was posted to Egypt and Palestine but, as far as we know, he was not involved in any action, only
as part of a police-keeping force. In the Service Register for Islington dated 15th October 1947, he is listed
as still resident at Sonderburgh Road as “a member of the forces”. On 17th October 1947, he was granted
56 days “release leave” within which time span he received his “Certificate of Transfer to the Army
Reserve Class Z(T) …to take effect from 11th January 1948”. On 12th December he was given 30 days
overseas leave to run to 10th January 1948. So on 11th January 1948, he was officially “de-mobbed” and
out of the army. His battalion lasted only four months longer, being disbanded at their Brecon (South
Wales) H.Q. on the following 31st May.
The 1948 Electoral Register for no. 9 Sonderburgh Road
has Sidney back in residence although spelt slightly
different and George Albert is still “Albert G.”
On resuming civilian life, Sidney found employment with Islington Borough Council but the occupants of
Sonderburgh Road were diminishing in numbers as Charles had married in 1941 and then in 1951
Frederick married and moved to Swindon. This left Sidney and his brother George with their mother Rose.
Although we lived only a mile from our relatives, my family kept themselves to themselves and I have
only a vague memory of meeting some of my aunts & uncles.

The early 1950s still saw some restrictions in normal life with
National

Registration

Identity

cards

still

compulsory.

Introduced at the beginning of WW2, they were abolished in
1952.

We found this book of petrol coupons among Sidney’s
effects. It is not a WW2 issue nor is it a 1956 Suez Crisis
re-issue as it is dated “(1966)”. There was speculation
in 1973 that the “Yom Kippur” Middle East war oil crisis
would lead to fuel shortages and a revival of petrol
rationing but that did not happen.

Matriarch Rose died in 1966 at the ripe age of 80 thus precipitating further moves. George took up
residence in a flat in Chelmsford House, Holloway and Sidney had become a part-time carer for George
whose advancing years were accompanied by rheumatoid arthritis which had severely affected his
mobility. George died in 1981 aged 72 and Sidney by now had moved to a private flat in Queens Drive,
Finsbury Park. Here he spent the 1980s and his retirement years of the 1990s accompanied first by his
dog “Skipper” and then with his border collie dog “Patch”.
It was during the early 2000s with the gradual onset of arthritis and other health issues causing
increasingly restrictive mobility, that Sidney, now on his own, moved into Council accommodation in the
Woodberry Down Estate near Manor House, north London. His flat was equipped with impaired mobilityassisted facilities and was Warden controlled. He was still able to go out however, but on his mobility
scooter to his local shops and spend time with friends in
Finsbury Park. We made the journey from Haverhill to visit him
several times but, as I was not into family history then, I did
not ask the questions that I should have.
Sidney’s health declined considerably at the turn into 2010 and
was transferred to the Acorn Lodge Care Home in Hackney
where he died on 12th July 2011 aged 85. His surviving brother
Frederick died in the December of that year.
Sidney was laid to rest in the Islington & St. Pancras Cemetery
on 27th July 2011.

Geoff Walker
ARMED FORCES DAY
We were pleased to be able to support the Armed
Forces Day event in Haverhill. Great to see so many
people about. My grateful thanks to all those who
helped out during the day to ‘man’ our distinctive red
gazebo.
Our thanks also to Peasgood and Skeates for displaying
many of the Anderson Shelters made by Place Farm
Academy year 6 Students.

Do
you
have
any
recollections of Anderson
Shelters? If so, please
share. Send your story to
brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Haverhill Family History Group
2021 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 23 Jan 2021
FREE EVENT

OPEN DAY - HOW TO CLIMB YOUR FAMILY TREE
Zoom presentation for those starting out in Family History 3pm

Ourselves

11 Feb 2021
FREE EVENT

Nursery Rhymes
They are not all what they seem!
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

11 Mar 2021
FREE EVENT

Innkeepers and Gamekeepers: Tracing My Wandering Ancestors
Zoom presentation

Kate Hurst

The Historic Bells of Old London Town
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

13 May 2021
FREE EVENT

The Story of William Wakeling Boreham
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

10 June 2021
FREE EVENT

The Bevin Boys
Zoom presentation

Barbara
McElroy

8 July 2021
FREE EVENT

Bits & Pieces
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

9 Sept 2021

Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs

Norman
Jacobs

17 Sept 2021

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 2021

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm (TBC)

Ourselves

14 Oct 2021

The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Charlie
Haylock

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

8 Apr 2021
FREE EVENT

11 Nov 2021
9 Dec 2021

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Wednesday afternoons,
Guided use of the Internet, especially
for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

