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That Rings a Bell
The history of the Town Crier
with

Mike Wabe
Mike is the Town Crier of Thetford and
hopefully will be in full livery delivering
an

interesting,

humorous

and

informative presentation on the unique
history of Town Criers. Hear about just
how long ago Town Criers were crying
their

messages

(and

what

these

messages were). Learn about
such things as their livery,
evolution, rationale, means of
attracting

attention

and

their

connections with the law.

DID YOU KNOW? HAVERHILL ONCE HAD IT’S OWN TOWN CRIER.
See article on Alfred Dare later in this newsletter.

Annual Village Walk 2019
Our annual village walk this year will take place in Balsham. Having
met the very enthusiastic group of local historians I am very much
looking forward to the evening to learn more about this interesting
village.

They

recently

set

themselves a challenge to produce a
book

which

they

have

now

published called ‘Balsham, a village
story

1617-2017.

compilation
photographs
history

of

A

of

beautiful

maps

showcasing
the

and
the

Cambridgeshire

village’, I am sure they will have some available to look at on the
evening. As is the tradition, we will finish the evening by having
refreshments and nibbles in the Black Bull PH, a very quaint hostelry
in the heart of Balsham. If you are interested in coming along please
email me at brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk, call me on 07808922850 or see
me at the next meeting. Walk begins at 7pm in Balsham on 11th July.
Cost £5.00 per person.

*************************************
Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 400 members)

Suffolk Family History (Haverhill Group) Website

Trips 2019
All three trips to West Stow, the Forge Museum and the Museum of Power are
now fully subscribed. If you wish to be added to the reserve list for any of
these trips please let me know at brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or call 07808922850

GILL BLANCHARD – RESEARCHING HOUSE HISTORIES
It was great to see such a
high turnout for our recent
meeting which saw
Professional Genealogist Gill
Blanchard present her talk on
‘Researching House
Histories’. Highly regarded
and well respected, Gill is
presenting at much bigger
venues this year so it was
particularly pleasing to
secure her for our group
meeting.
As always Gill’s talk was inspirational with many tips and suggestions as to how you
can research old buildings combined with family history. (See next page)
Our Group’s exhibition in March 2020 will be focusing on houses/premises in Haverhill
and their occupants. If anyone has been inspired and would like to help research for
the exhibition please contact me at brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or call on 07808 922850

Gill has kindly forwarded the two slides that give a good guide as to where to look
when researching House Histories.

Being a Census Enumerator was a challenging job judging by this poem which appeared in
the 16th April 1884 edition of Moonshine.
The author wittily reveals the frustrations of their task and touches on many aspects of
the census which we family history researchers find so annoying when we come to make
sense of the census returns: handwriting, places names, occupations, ages, etc.

The Enumerators Complaint
The census may be good and right
and useful to the human natur'
But I can swear there's no delight
In being an enumerator;
For up and down six blessed streets,
I've tramped it morning after morning,
And the reception that one meets
Should I serve as a most wholesome morning.
This house, their writing isn't plain;
That house, their language is exotic;
And some describe themselves as sane,
Who seem to me quite idiotic.
Towns such as countess never knew
Are given as the natal places;
While you're supposed to find what's true,
And to correct in faulty cases.
Then ladies of a certain age
Decline to make it clear by telling;
And others fly into a rage,
And oh, such awful slips and spelling!
And some deduce - in humour bold Their line from non-existent nations,
And state they've grown uncommon old
In most unheard of occupations.
Here, you perceive that you intrude;
And here, the party's an objector;
And here, they are positively rude They fancy you're the tax collector.
So what with humbug and rebuff,
And cutting many fruitless capers,
I have already had enough,
And cry - Confound these census papers!

Taken from http://www.historyhouse.co.uk

FAMILY HISTORY SHOWS 2019
26 / 27 Apr 2019, ‘Family Tree Live 2019’, Alexandra Palace, London

7/8 June 2019, ‘The Genealogy Show’, National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham

24 Aug 2019, ‘The Family History Show’, London, Sandown Racecourse

24/26 October 2019 ‘RootsTech London’, ExCel, London

Not forgetting of course, the Suffolk Family History Fair
14 Sep 2019, University of Suffolk, Ipswich, IP4 1QJ

To read the full biography click here: https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/files/Haverhill%20Group/Alfred%20Dare.pdf

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee

11 Apr 19

That Rings a Bell - The history of the Town Crier

Mike Wabe

9 May 19

AGM & Regency Bury Low Life
(Jottings from the petty sessions of
Bury St Edmunds Borough)

Kevin Pulford

16 May 19

Trip - West Stow and Mildenhall Museum

Must Book

13 June 19

A Haverhill Festival event
The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside

Tony Kirby

5 July 19

Trip - Much Hadham Forge Museum

Must Book

11 July 19

A guided village walk – Balsham

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

19 Sept 19

Trip - Museum of power

Must Book

Sat 21 Sept
10 Oct 19

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Ourselves
Mike Wabe

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

