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Annual General Meeting
Followed by

Regency Bury Low Life
(Jottings from the petty sessions of
Bury St Edmunds Borough)
Kevin Pulford

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 420 members)

Suffolk Family History Society
(Haverhill Group)

Suffolk Family History Society Membership
Just a reminder that, if you are a member and have not already done so, membership to
the Suffolk Family History Society should have been paid up on the 1st April 2019.
Whether

you

wish

to

renew

or

join

you

can

do

https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/shop/memberships.html

For those who were not able to come along to our last
meeting you missed a real treat. Mike Wabe, Town crier for
Watton, dressed in full livery not only gave a very informative
talk on the role of a Crier but was also extremely entertaining.
Mike will be returning
in October to give his
talk on Witches &
Witch Hunting in East
Anglia. Put the date in
your diary! Should be
another
enjoyable
evening.

by

clicking

this

link:-

Did you see
Recently shown on BBC
(Available on iPlayer for a short time)
Our own group member Wilma Power has an ancestor linked to the
victim featured on this BBC television program

See below Wilma’s poster which was produced for our 40th Anniversary
display ‘Family and Social History’ at the Arts Centre in 2015

Our victorious ‘A’ team, the ‘Lillies of the
Valley’ who came first in the Annual
Sudbury Group Quiz at Long Melford.
Thanks to all the organisers of the evening,
Anne, Helen and Shelia for an enjoyable
evening.

SNOWBALL – A Surname or Nickname?
This is my great-uncle Reginald Snowball Walker.
What is the story behind his bizarre middle name?
To answer this question and to subsequently chart his life story we have
to go back through the mist of time, to the County of Yorkshire.
The name “Snowball” has Medieval roots and was defined as “one with white hair”
but also used as a nickname for “one who has a bald or fair patch amid dark hair”. It
originated from north-east England, particularly Yorkshire where our story starts:
On 12 August 1760, Isobella Petch of Rillington cum Scampston married Robert Snowball of Kirby
Grindalythe, near Malton. The union produced seven children, the last of which was christened Rachel. On
22 January 1798 Rachel married Matthew Walker (a product of the 1767 marriage of Thomas Walker and
Ann Hudson) of nearby Wintringham and the 5th child of their 10 (born 21 June 1807) was baptised William
Snowball thus preserving the unusual surname by use as a middle name.
William Snowball Walker married his cousin Hannah
Staveley (aged 16) of Harpham on 24 June 1839 in Hull
where William and his sister had taken over an existing
grocery/confectionary
(cake-making)
establishment.
Hannah’s parents were Samuel Staveley and Esther
Snowball (also of Kirby Grindalythe). By 1843, William
and Hannah had moved to 21 Sutherland Street Walworth,
south London, where his confectionary concern had
morphed into a white-iced wedding cake business located at
51 Pall Mall. The 1851 census has William, Hannah, 2
daughters, 3 sons, mother-in-law, sister-in-law, governess
and a servant at no.2 Bennett Street, Piccadilly.
A Victorian writer, Leigh Hunt referred to William as “Snowball
Walker” in this extract from his 1861 publication entitled “A Saunter
Through The West End”

In 1858, William Snowball Walker died whilst visiting relatives in Hull and
was buried not in London, nor in the county of his birth, but in Hull. All 10 of
his children bore conventional names.
The gravestone of William Snowball Walker in the C.of E. burial ground,
Sculcoates Sacristy Cemetery, Kingston-upon-Hull.
The inscription reads: “Sacred” “To the memory of William Snowball
Walker who departed this life 30 November 1858 aged 51 years” “ be ye
also ready for in such an hour as ye think not the son of man cometh”
“Matt. 24:44”

He left his pregnant 36-year-old widow with 9 children – child no. 7 was named William Samuel - and by
the 1871 census Hannah and her children had moved to 87 Piccadilly. In 1877 William Samuel Walker
married 18 year-old Julia Hannah Hyde of Bermondsey. Their fifth child of 9 was christened Reginald
Snowball Walker, thus reviving the Snowball name, and this is his story:-

Reginald Snowball Walker was born in the Peckham area of south London on 23 September 1886. The 1891
census has the Walkers at 215 London Road, Southwark, having moved from their 1888 address of 19
Graylands Road, Peckham. By 1899, the family had moved to Alexandra Park near Wood Green in north
London and it was here, whilst living at 7
Victoria Road, that baptism was conferred at St.
Saviours church on him plus his 4 siblings, on 11
March 1900 - a job-lot ceremony which was also
recorded in the baptism records of nearby St.
Michael-at-Bowes church.
The last-born child of William Samuel and Julia
Hannah Walker arrived in 1902 and the lifespans
of all their children are summarised as follows
(note the almost two year interval regularly
separate each child’s birth - except the last-named
- and Claude Archibald died aged 2 years whereas
Dorothy Violet got to almost 90 years):
Reginald’s younger brother, Sidney McIron with his sisters Dorothy Violet
(centre) and Constance May. Photo is thought to be dated c1902, i.e. one
year before Sidney died. Note that Sidney is wearing a three-piece suit c/w
watch-chain although aged c14 at this time.

St Michael-at-Bowes church was also the venue for the next
significant event in Reginald’s life when, on 13 August, 1910, he
married Florence Alice Skinner (b. 13 November 1886 in
Sydenham, south London). At the time of his wedding, Reginald
was aged almost 24 and was living at 104 Victoria Road,
Alexandra Park.

This wedding photograph includes Reginald’s mother
and father (middle row,4th. & 5th. from right), his
brother Arthur Hyde Walters (middle row, 5th. from
left) and sister Dorothy Violet (back row, 5th. from
right). We think the boy at the right-hand end of the
bottom row is youngest brother Percy Glanville, aged
almost 8).

The following year’s Census saw his parents
had moved to Westcliff-on-Sea near Southend,
with his two younger sisters, Dorothy and
Constance, plus youngest brother Percy. Reginald and his wife had remained in London however and were
living at 19 Thorold Road, Bowes Park, also near Wood Green as per the 1911 Census and his profession
was “secretary to restaurant and hotel companies”.

After the death of his father in 1916, his mother re-married
in nearby Rochford and maintained the Southend
connection by moving to Leigh-on-Sea. Reginald, still in
Bowes Park, joined the Freemason Society – initiated on 10
December 1921 and passed the necessary “Three Degrees”
(Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason) to
attain his Certificate which was granted on 06 February,
1922. His occupation is now “Manager” and was employed
by The Princes Restaurant in Piccadilly since just before
WW1.
Contemporary postcard of the interior of the up-market Princes
Restaurant in Piccadilly.

A relocation away from London, possibly associated with
his occupation, occurred during the next few years as we
see Reginald in the 1939 Register living in London Road, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire with his wife
and son Reginald John Walker (b. 31 March 1916, d. 2005) and two other children (who are believed to be
still alive). His profession is described as “Publican”.
On the 18th January 1941, Reginald is present at the wedding of his son to Beryl Edith Robbins (b. 1918) in
Hemel Hempstead and, as far as can be ascertained, the couple had two children: David Peter John (b.
03/01/1943) and Beryl (b.1945) and possibly two further children.
The next few years are something of a “grey area”. His mother died in 1947 whilst still living in Southend
and the next we hear of
Reginald Snowball is
his death, aged 71, on
6th October 1957 whilst
living at 160 Church
Road, Shoeburyness so
a move to his parent’s abode may have presumably occurred on inheriting his mother’s estate.
As a footnote, Reginald’s mother-in-law (Alice Skinner nee Link) and father-in-law (William Skinner) had a
total of 3 children, of whom Albert William Skinner (i.e. Florence Alice’s younger brother) married
Reginald’s youngest sister, Constance May Walker in 1920, at the same church – St. Michael-at-Bowes.
Constance/Albert would also live in the Bowes Park area during the 1920/30s and, in around 1952, would
also move to Southend area where Florence Walker (d.1969) and both Constance ( d.1961) & Albert
Skinner (d.1973) all lived their final years.
To date, we have not traced any relatives with the name “Snowball”………………….
To help compile this article I have drawn upon the biographical history of William Snowball Walker and William Samuel Walker,
which includes a full background history of the Snowball dynasty, by Charles Lister (www.charleslister.net).

Geoff Walker

For the full biography click here:https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/files/Haverhill%20Group/Les%20A
ger.pdf

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee

9 May 19

AGM & Regency Bury Low Life
(Jottings from the petty sessions of
Bury St Edmunds Borough)

Kevin Pulford

16 May 19

Trip - West Stow and Mildenhall Museum

Must Book

13 June 19

A Haverhill Festival event
The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside

Tony Kirby

5 July 19

Trip - Much Hadham Forge Museum

Must Book

11 July 19

A guided village walk – Balsham

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

19 Sept 19

Trip - Museum of power

Must Book

10 Oct 19
Sat 12 Oct

Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

Mike Wabe
Ourselves

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

