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I must report that we have cancelled both speakers for our September and
October meetings. At the moment I cannot see that we will be allowed to hold
any meetings in the near future, but should things change, and the Government
consider it safe to do so, we will reconsider re-establishing the monthly meetings.
In the meantime, we are still focusing on various events albeit virtually. Watch
out for our special VJ75 newsletter where you can read about our collaboration
with the Haverhill Town Council to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of VJ Day and
the end of World War 2.
We also hope to have a Virtual Open Day later in September. Some of our great
team of helpers/researchers have agreed to be on standby to answer any queries
that will be posted on facebook or emailed. More news and information in our
September newsletter.
Brian Thompson
The Haverhill Roll of Honour for World War Two has been
completed and printed. This will be presented to the Haverhill
Town Mayor, John Burns, on VJ Day on the 15th of August. A
report will be given in the next newsletter.
The stories of all the casualties can be read on the Suffolk
Family History Society web site at the following address: https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/projects/display/114

Here is a story of one of the survivors who suffered as a
Far East Prisoner of War (FEPOW)
5828477 Private Ernest (Dick) Jobson
Born 28th November 1918 in Haverhill, the 4th son
of George Edward Jobson and Lizzie Dyson.
In May 1939 the Haverhill Company 5th Battalion
Territorial Suffolk Regiment was re-formed. On
23rd May ‘Dick’ enlisted in “D” Company,
nicknamed the “Haverhill Mob”. Before joining the
Regiment, ‘Dick” was employed in the Hardware
trade.
Training commenced at Fulbourn, then the
Regiment went to Scotland, and then on to North
Wales at Kingsbridge Camp, near Beaumaris in
1941. After training, the Regiment travelled to
Liverpool to embark on troopship REINA Del
PACIFICO to set sail for the Middle East.

Reaching Halifax, Canada, the Battalion left the
troopship and were transferred to an American
ship called the U.S.S “WAKEFIELD”, on which
they sailed to Trinidad and on to Cape Town, last
port of call was Bombay where the Battalion
disembarked for training and to regain fitness.
Reina Del Pacifico

U.S.S Wakefield

Ernest in Cape Town
On 19th January 1942 the Battalion once more boarded the “Wakefield” and set sail for
Singapore, where they took up various positions on the Island in an attempt to stop the flow
of the Japanese. The skies above them was soon black with Japanese bombers in their usual
formation of 27 at a time dropping bombs. The situation became progressively worse,
forcing the 5th Battalion to withdraw to the area of BUKIT TIMAH road some miles South
West, they knew the situation was grave having been informed the main land troops were
about to retire to Singapore, after which the JOHORE causeway between the mainland and
Singapore Island was going to be destroyed.
They didn’t have long to wait before being given the fateful news that the Japanese now had
a foot hold on the Island.
On the 15th February with the Battalion at the BURKIT TIMAH road the surrender came, and
those who survived were taken prisoner.

P.O.W. Card

His card tells us he was transferred to the Thailand P.O.W. Command, where he worked for
the most part at CHUNGKAI and left River Valley Road Camp on 17th October 1942.

The Commanding Officer of the 5th Battalion Suffolk Regiment was Lieut. Col. Baker, who
was also in charge of work group 1 which was part of the work group from NONG PLADUK
on the railway. The camp was MANTONA, a nasty place to be at the time including a cholera
outbreak and plenty of deaths.
After completing the railway “Dick”, along with 160 others were ordered forward to
KONKOITA on 11th July 1944, it would appear he arrived in Singapore still as part of work
group 1.
November 3rd 1945 saw “Dick” return to Haverhill, arriving at the railway station to be met
by one of his brothers and his wife, along with the Officers of the War Charity Club. He
returned in poor health and required hospital treatment at various times for the rest of his
life, this however didn’t stop him from seeking employment, amongst which he was a night
watchman at the corned beef warehouse, a caretaker at the Police Station and the new
Council Offices.

July 1964 new Council Offices opened by Mrs. Evelyn Dennington, and
“Dick” in his smart uniform

He and his wife Mary brought up a family of 3 children during their marriage. Retiring at 65
“Dick” still maintained a busy life with gardening and joining the Haverhill branch of the
Buffalos, known locally as the poor man’s charity.

Ernest (Dick) Jobson sadly passed away 24th October 2004 aged 84, and his
ashes are laid to rest in Jubilee Gardens at Haverhill Cemetery.
Gloria Callen

LESSONS FROM LOCKDOWN
The story of Thomas Parmiter and Parmiter’s School
by Rosemary Fletcher

We took our folding chairs to sit in the sun. Socially
distanced, of course.
Boris would have
approved. After a few hours of catching up
with each other, we noticed a small plaque
on the back of a nearby bench. Some
local ‘worthy’ I thought! So we went
and had a look.

So who was Thomas Parmiter? Where
was Charity Farm? And where was
Parmiter School? On my return home, I
consulted Google, as you do!

Who was Thomas Parmiter?
Thomas Parmiter was a successful silk merchant living in Bethnal Green, London, in the
1600s. His surname had French origins and was used to describe a tailor, or a maker of
facings and trimmings for an item of dress. He could well have had Huguenot roots as this
part of East London was home to many Huguenot refugees fleeing France from religious
persecution.

At that time Bethnal Green was a quiet, sleepy hamlet providing country retreats for London
merchants, lawyers and courtiers, among them such people as Lord Mayor Sir Richard
Gresham, Robert Catesby - the Gunpowder Plot conspirator, and our Thomas Parmiter,
merchant tailor (c 1650). Thomas had property interests in Suffolk, possibly acquired through
connections with silk merchants in the locality, or maybe his family originated in Suffolk.

Where was Charity Farm?
The farm that became known as Charity Farm was located on
Burton Hill, Withersfield. Thomas also had financial interests
in Folly Farm, Chilton, Clare.

Map dated 1885

And where is Parmiter School?
And so the story begins!
By his will dated 29 February 1682, Thomas directed that the proceeds from his estate should
benefit the local poor. After his wife, Elisabeth, died in 1702, an order in Chancery dated 7
April 1705 instructed the trustees to carry out the provisions of the will. Thomas’s plan was
to build six almshouses and a free school house on waste land around Bethnal Green where
ten boys could be taught to read, write, and receive some religious instruction. His property
was deemed to provide £30 per annum for the almshouses and £100 per annum for the
school house.
Unfortunately, the income derived from Thomas’s two farms proved inadequate and in 1705
Chancery ordered the lands to be mortgaged to build the almshouses and the school. A
bequest from the first treasurer, Thomas Lee, of £100, a £10 rent charge to be paid each year
by the Dyers Company, a gift by Mrs Elizabeth Carter of a site in St John Street, now Grimsby
Street, together with an annual rent charge of £10, allowed the plan to proceed.

Over the years the trustees of Parmiter’s estate looked after its investments carefully. The
financial position of the charity was assured by the purchase in 1722 of four and a half acres
of waste land in Cambridge Heath with a loan from Edward Mayhew. Over the coming years
much of this land was leased to individuals for housing development and the rents provided
the greater part of the charity’s income.
The 1844 issue of the fascinating ‘History, Gazetteer and Directory of Suffolk and Towns near
its Borders’ has the entry, under the village of Withersfield, ‘Bethnal Green free school and
hospital has an estate here’.
The original school and almshouses in St John’s Street were compulsorily purchased by the
Eastern Counties Railway in 1838. A new school and almshouses designed by Sir William Tite,
the renowned architect, were built in Gloucester Street, later renamed Parmiter Street.
These buildings were destroyed by a V bomb in 1945 and the site sold to London County
Council in 1959. The sale in 1870 of most of the remaining land to the Great Eastern Railway
Company for £27,000 gave the charity further security.
By the 1870s seventy boys aged between 8 and 14 were being educated at Parmiter's School.
The trustees decided to rebuild the school and purchased a site in Approach Road, near
Victoria Park. The Charity Commissioners insisted that there should be a new scheme to
regulate the Charity whereby two thirds of the income should be allocated to the school. The
school was to offer a wider education for boys aged mostly from 7 to 16. There was to be an
entrance examination and fees would be charged, but forty foundation scholarships were to
be reserved for boys from Bethnal Green. Despite strong opposition from the trustees, the
scheme was approved on 13 May 1884. The Charity
Commission hoped that when funds permitted a
girls' school should be provided, but this never
happened.
The new school opened in Approach Road in
September 1887. On the outbreak of war in
September 1939 the school was evacuated to North
Walsham in Norfolk. From there it moved to Leek,
Staffs in June 1940. The school reopened in
Approach Road on 8 September 1943.
Part of the building occupied by Parmiter’s School
in Approach Road, Bethnal Green. It is now Raine’s
Foundation School.

In 1913, under schemes of the Charity Commissioners and the Board of Education, the school
became a separate foundation. The almshouses were combined with the long-standing
Widows' Fund into Parmiter's Almshouse and Pension Charity.
In 1952 the Almshouse Trust absorbed Bethnal Green Philanthropic Pension Society. The
estate and almshouse charities were registered in 1961 and 1963 respectively and, although
amended in 1992/3, continued to provide pensions and annuities, and do today.
From small beginnings the school had grown into a thriving boys’ grammar school. In 1977
the trustees of the Parmiter’s School Foundation took the decision to move the school to its
present location in Garston, Watford, Hertfordshire, where it established as an all-ability, coeducational school. Parmiter's School in Garston was officially opened by Queen Elizabeth 11
on 11th December 1981, the year of the tercentenary of Thomas Parmiter's bequest.
The connection between Withersfield and the school was rediscovered twenty-eight years
ago. Since then, the link between the village and the school has continued to be observed
and nurtured, with the School making a biennial visit to the village.

No one is born unto himself/herself alone

Rosemary Fletcher

NEWS From the Family History Federation (FHF)
The Family History Federation formally launched Parish Chest at Its AGM on 31 May
2020. Several commercial websites already offer basic information required for creating
a family tree, but there comes a time when the researcher requires more local detailed
information about a particular area, parish or topic which will add to their family story,
“put meat on the bones” and complete the picture! Parish Chest now has the answer as
it has brought together many data sets and much Information, compiled and marketed
by individual family history societies, with other genealogical goods and services. It’s
all in one place for ease of access, shopping and purchase! The content of Parish Chest
already has a good base upon which to increase quantity, quality and type of
information on offer and includes the following:
• Parish Registers Transcriptions of births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and much more from local FHSs
• Memorial Inscriptions Information from gravestones across the country, compiled by local FHSs
• Nonconformists Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents, Quakers and many more nonconformist lists
• Wills and Probate Indexes of wills and administrations
• Military and Naval Militia lists and more
• Directories Information from trade directories over the years
• Poor Law Records Information on poor law and workhouses
• Maps Essential for researchers; find one for your area
• Census Many early censuses, few of which ever survived
• Leaflets and Booklets Selection of How to leaflets and other useful booklets on many topics
• Miscellaneous Coroners’ notes, apprenticeships, ships, mining accidents

Go to www.parishchest.com for more information
10 Annoying Things That Can Ruin Your Day, Your Life Even (Another article on Pinterest)
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

When you reach into your bag and realise you forgot your wallet/purse.
When you put your phone on charge and realise much later than you never switched it on.
When you push a pull door.
When you try to remove a sticker from plastic but don't get it all off at once.
When someone is walking right behind you and they step on your foot and make your shoe slip out.
When you're enjoying a movie at a theatre and someone in front of you is texting on their phone.
When someone cuts a queue in front of you.
When the plane lands and everybody stands uncomfortably close to each other as if that'd make
the deplaning process faster.
9) When you're just browsing at a shop and the salesman appears to ask you if you are looking for
something specific.
10) When you get hiccups and water doesn't stop them.

The manager at Haverhill Library has
forwarded this link :https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/referencelibrary/reference-resources

You can access Encyclopedias,
reference and Academic resources
sections with links to Oxford University
Press and Times Archive newspapers
from 1785 to 1985.
Here are some more sites courtesy of:pinterest.com
https://archive.org/
https://books.google.com/
https://www.connectedhistories.org/
https://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/
https://www.pepysdiary.com/
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/d…/collection/p16445coll4
http://www.buildinghistory.org/books/primary.shtml

Also from the latest FHF newsletter, details of Ian Waller’s latest book.
Ian is well known to our group through his talks and presentations in
recent years.
Ian Waller has recently launched a new book to help your research which is
called Introducing Manorial Records.
“This introductory guide to manorial documents will unlock the mysteries
of the manor and all its records leading you through the process, explaining
what you need to know and when you need to know it; where the
documents can be found and how to interpret them so that you can use
manorial documents to develop the history of your family. With a little
patience and this book by your side, you will be pleasantly surprised at
what you can do and what you do find!”
This new book is available to purchase at:
www.familyhistorybooksonline.co.uk

Don’t forget to follow us on
Facebook or visit the
Suffolk Family History
Society web site. Both will
give up to date information
on all our events this year.

Haverhill Family History Group
Suffolk Family History Society Website

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
17 Sept 20

Trip to Ridgewell Museum Cancelled

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 20

VIRTUAL OPEN DAY

12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths TBC

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz TBC
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone Wednesday
01440 848095
to book your place
afternoons,
NEWCOMERS
WELCOME
and
ALL AREAS
help with your
Research at
Haverhill
LibraryCOVERED
2 - 4pm

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

