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Our next event - 9th March 2017
Old Independent Church Hall 7.30pm

Convict Transportation

There is a wealth of information about transportation in
various records in England and Australia, some of
which are on the internet. Find out how to put the flesh
on the bones of your departed criminal.

lan Waller
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Further displays will be in the Gillian Young Gallery and in the Local & District History
Group’s cabinets in the History Centre also at the Arts Centre. We are indebted to Archivist
Tony Turner and his group for allowing us to use their facilities.

It is hoped that many of the people who enjoyed meeting old friends and former colleagues
at the drop in sessions held at the beginning of the project will relish the opportunity for
another chance to get together.

The exhibition is free of charge and members of the Family History Group look forward to
welcoming anyone who wishes to attend.



Family Keepsakes

Setting out to help other people at our recent Open Day then being shown a treasured
memento of my OWNfamily was a most unexpected and welcome bonus for me.

My cousin Dennis Boreham, who incidentally runs the Thurlow Facebook page brought
along my grandmother’s funeral card, which I'd never seen before. Just a simple thing, but
how thoughtful of Dennis and to have an image of snowdrops on the front, it took my mind
back to the mourners gathered on that February day.
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To complete the picture - he’d brought along the newspaper cutting, also the custom at
that time, with the names of all those attending the funeral.

Which all goes to show you’ve never finished your family history and time to blow a few
cobwebs off the Bumpstead research — and your ancestor’s research too?

Alan Bumpstead

nHaverhiII Family History Group
(We now have over 200 members)
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In June as part of the Haverhill Festival events we are hosting an event at the :
-~ Haverhill Arts Centre. We are pleased to welcome Ancestral Voices who are -
< comingtoperfformdé Kemps Ji g6 <¢\
* In 1599 Will Kemp, a comic actor in William Shakespeare's company, decided that
* he would dance from London to Norwich. In the company of musician Thomas Slye,
” Kemp danced through the East End of London and East Anglia stopping at a
number of towns and villages on the way. Through music of the period and readings
» from Kemp's own account of his journey which describes the people and places he

- meets, we explore this East Anglian odyssey.

- During the afternoon we have also organised a workshop/performance for Key
;. Stage 2 students who will learn about the Tudors

[
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No Trace of Grandaq CAN YOU HELP?

Kirsty was one of a welcome number of new faces who’d brought along their ‘brick walls’ to
our recent Open Day. On the face of it, it seemed fairly straight forward and was set in the
1940’s when there were lots of searchable records available but Kirsty isn’t a newcomer to
family history and those ‘alarm bells’ should have been ringing!

In the 1939 Survey Kirsty had found her grandparents Arthur W CROFT (bn 1900) &
Elizabeth (bn 1902) living in Hackney with their son Arthur.

Arthur was recorded as a ‘Brewery Wks ... “ and later ‘ARP Decon: ...

Elizabeth’s surname is crossed out and written above is LAMB as she had remarried in 1945,
her marriage certificate stating she was a ‘widow’.
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But what of Arthur?

We, like Kirsty, couldn’t trace his death,
even knowing the family story that
Kirsty’s dad had travelled to (or from?)
Scotland around the time of her
grandfather’s ‘death’.

So come on you family history sleuths:
what happened to Arthur?

Answers pleasen the next Newsletter!

Kirsty (left) with Derek Wright



Thenextin ourseries of stories submitted by our members

LOUISA ELIZA WRIGHT nee LAWRENCE
7th August 1887 — 18th March 1959

A tribute to a lady | never called ‘Gran’

Louie sat quietly on her bed, it was 17th December 1916 at last and she was thinking that in
a few hours she would be Mrs Albert Wright and no longer Miss Louisa Eliza Lawrence,
unmarried mother shunned by many members of the community. Her 8 year old son
Edward (1908-1981) had been excluded from the Parish Sunday School but he had been
welcomed at the Salvation Army class, so was getting the Christian upbringing that she and
her parents wanted for him.

Albert (1888-1956) had been born in Holborn, but was living in Kentish Town when he
walked into the restaurant that Lou worked in and they soon became friends. Thankfully
Albert took to the then 5 year old Ted and Louie was smiling to herself as she remembered
watching Albert and his brother Harry throwing sweets over the school fence to Ted and his
mates in the playground.

1908 should have been an exciting year for all Londoners, she had been to see the start of
the building at the White City for the Olympics due to be held in July, but her own problems
had been too great to join in the celebrations. As for the ‘largest Franco-British exhibition’
held in May of that year at White City why should she care? She would never go to France.
Silently she wished she had been there.

Thankfully Albert and both her parents Frederick James Lawrence (1860 1933) and Louisa N
Atkins (1855 1931) got on well together.

Louie was aware that she owed her parents a great deal for the love and support they had
given her and Ted over the past years. As she sat there, she thought of the mornings when
her Father’s sight had begun to fail and she had left school at the age of 12 to guide him on
his milk round. Now he was blind and her Mother was beginning to show signs of aging.
However, she and Albert had secured a one bedroom flat in St EImo Road, Shepherd's Bush
and Ted was staying with his grandparents for a while longer.

Then her thoughts turned to more imminent matters. Albert had signed on to the London
Regiment No. 6421 only 2 months earlier on the 16th of October 1916 and she was
apprehensive about his safety.



But enough, it was time to get to St Saviour's Church, Hammersmith, for the wedding. It
was to be a quiet one, no white dress, no bridesmaids but has sister Elsie (1896-1970) and
her Husband Ernest Baggs had agreed to be the witnesses. Ernest’s sister Alice had married
Lou's brother Fred 10 years earlier, but December was not a wise month to travel from his
farm. Lou's sister Mabel (1884-1960) had emigrated to Toronto, Canada and was married
to Henry Innes a Scotsman. Lou hoped her sister Emma (1890-1979) and her husband

Ernest Tippett would be there, but travel was difficult this
time of the year.

Luckily Albert survived the war and although they did
not have any children, Lou became a full-time
housewife and Albert provided for her even after his
death. He knew his wife had senile dementia, so made
provisions in his will for her care.

Sadly her son did not feel able to acknowledge her as
his mother as he grew up, always calling her Lou and
introducing her as his sister. His four children only
knew her as Aunt Lou until a few weeks before her
death in 1959, too latetocallher* Gr a n’

JOAN KEY

Joan,3 years old with her Grandmother

There is no such thing as a good textalk by Sarah Doig.
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earning schemes over the centuries and how tax records might be useful to the
family historian. Sarah explained the ways in which ancestors may have been
taxed and highlighted the impact that these forms of taxation had.

The Mtional Archives holds tax records and Sarah explained that those related
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sure that those who head to the Archives at Kew (a plug for the trip in April!) wil
be tempted to searh these for information about the status of ancestors. Many
tax returns list those who were exempt from tax too so they are not just useful
for finding out about the wealthy.



The earliest surviving record of taxable holdings is of course the Domesday Box«
However since then there have been a wide variety of taxes, some of which we
quite imaginative.

The Lay Subsidies of the 12th7th Centuries excluded the clergy. Dependant
on class you might have been taxed 15% or 10%. It was possibly worth being a
peasant as they were exempt.

Land tax records list landowners from 1693 and from 1772, occupiers too. Most
people have heard about hearth and window taxes but did you know that a
brick tax was enforced from 1784 to 1850. With a charge obd/ thousand

bricks, it does not take a genius to see how this tax could be avoided.
Brickmakers simply made the bricks larger! Keep an eye out for old buildings
that have different sized bricks.
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1747¢ 1782 if you had a carriage you were taxed; from 173677 there was a
WaAf GSNI LI | 1852 fiebple With mald&lgervants paid & tax
dependant on nuiers of servants employed; from 1785 for 7 years this tax
LI ASR (2 (G4K2aS gAGK FSYFHES aSNBly
and lasted for 23 years. At other times there were taxes paid on horses and
armorial crests.

Perhaps the tax that hatlhe greatest influence on fashion was the one
introduced in 1795. Hair powder was taxed at the rate of 1 guinea, later
increasing to £1 1/7d. This tax was finally abolished in 1869.

“I contend that for a nation
to try to tax itself into
prosperity is like a man

standing in a bucket and
trying to lift himself up by
the handle.”



http://www.goodreads.com/photo/author/14033.Winston_S_Churchill

Haverhill Family History Group
2017 Programme of Meetings & Events

Usually, 2" Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee

9 Mar Convict Transportation lan Waller
23 Mar Trip to Kelvedon Hatch (Secret Nuclear Bunker) Sold out
06 Apr Poison and Powder Michelle Bullivant

Note not the 13th

20 Apr

Trip To Kew Gardens / National Archives

11 May

AGM
Thurlow Blaze - Arsonist in the family?

Alan Bumpstead

10 June (TBC)

Deciphering Headstones (Practical session)

Helen Richardson

29 June Kempés Jig (A Haverhil! Ancestral Voices
At the Haverhill Arts Centre 7pm

13 Jul A guided village walk at Thurlow Thurlow Folk
Must book

Aug Trip (TBA)

Sat 9 Sep OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB) Ourselves
10am i 4pm

14 Sep Meeting (TBA) Ourselves

12 Oct Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group Andrew Selwyn-
Family History Group to Host Crome
The Victorian Ghost Hunter

9 Nov We Will Remember Them Ourselves
Lives of the Men on Haver
war memorial

14 Dec Christmas Quiz Ourselves

A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

Guided use of the I nternet,
telephone01440 702638 to book your place

NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

especially fo




