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Important Announcement
We are really pleased and excited to announce that
we are resuming our monthly meetings at the Old
Independent Church Hall in Haverhill on Thursday
the 9th September at 7.30pm.
Our first meeting since February 2020 we are
extremely grateful to Norman Jacobs (pictured
left), who has agreed to present his longawaited talk, Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs.
Norman is a well-known speaker and writer
on local, family and sports history and despite
the fact that the original plan to serve pie ‘n’
mash has had to be scrapped I am sure the
disappointment will be more than made up
with Norman’s entertaining presentation.

The Blitz had made many families in the East End of London
homeless. One solution was to erect prefabs on fields and open
spaces to give temporary accommodation to those who had been
bombed out. It was in one of these 'modern' boxes that young
Norman Jacobs grew up through the 1950s and 1960s. In a lively,
detailed and humorous picture of a postwar Hackney childhood,
Norman takes us back to an age of rationing, bomb sites, street
markets, colourful characters and camaraderie. And in reminiscing
about stodgy school food, jumpers for goalposts, Listen with
Mother, greyhound racing, pie 'n' mash, holiday camps, and the
advent of American-style burger bars, he provides a glimpse into a
way of life that has vanished for ever. Set against a backdrop of
Rock 'n' Roll, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the assassination of President Kennedy, funny,
poignant and sometimes sad, Norman's is a story full of innocence and happiness that will take
you back to the best of times - the days we thought would never end.

Another teaser – A little more difficult than the
one in the last newsletter:What’s the least number of chairs you would need at a
table to sit four fathers, two grandfathers and four
sons?

What is the time?
Some months ago when I paid a visit to Ramsgate I was intrigued
by the signage outside the Local History and Maritime Museum.
Why was there a reference to Greenwich Mean Time and
Ramgate Mean Time (5mins 41secs behind GMT)?
I had every intention of
researching why this should be,
but other things got in the way
until eventually it just slipped my
mind. That was until I was
reading a book about Dawlish
(where my ancestors came from)
through the ages, and there was
a reference to ‘Rail time’ and the
fact that there was no uniform measure of time throughout
the country!
My interest was sparked again and as usual my first port of call was to ‘Google’ it and this
really interesting article cropped up. Well I thought it was interesting and I would like to share
it with you now.

Railway Time - From natural time to clock time
For many centuries, there was little need for time to be accurately measured. The transition
from day to night, the movement of the moon and the changing of the seasons were enough
to measure large units of time, and for most people, the passing of the sun through the sky
was adequate to indicate sunrise, sunset and mid-day.
For those who needed to order their daily time more accurately, such as
monks or scientists, they used a combination of crude measuring
devices, such as sand timers or burning candles, or, if the sun was
shining, the shadow of a sundial.
The mechanical devices in use to measure time were highly unreliable, a
candle may burn erratically, depending on draughts, damp in the air,
and its physical construction, sand timers were only slightly more
accurate.

The Sun was the most accurate way of measuring time, but although the Greeks had
discovered a way of calibrating a sundial to show equal hours, most sundials were of a simple
type that only divided the day up into unequal parts.

The Sun itself is not a very precise way of measuring simple time. Because of the way the
Earth circles the Sun, the apparent time of mid-day, when the Sun is at its highest in the sky,
may vary up to 16 minutes early or late, from the real time, depending upon the time of year.
The Earth rotates once every 24 hours, and so places to the East start their day sooner, than
places to the West. Mid-day in one place takes place at the same instant as sunrise, or sunset,
at other places on the Earth. Across Britain there is a difference in time of approximately half
an hour, from the Eastern to the Western extremities.
From 1792, in England, it became normal to use local mean time, rather than apparent time
from a sundial.
Whilst travel and communications were slow, these local time differences were of little
importance, and most towns and cities in Britain used local time.
In the early part of the 19th century, communications started to be significantly improved,
the railways started to be constructed, and "Galvanic Communication" (Telegraph by wires)
started to become common.
By the 1840's there were at least three organisations which suffered inconveniences because
of the use of local times - the railways, the telegraph companies, and the Post Office.
In November 1840, the Great Western Railway ordered that London time should be used in
all its timetables, and at all its stations. In January 1846, the North Western Railway
introduced London time, to their station at Liverpool and Manchester and by the 1st
December 1847, the London and North Western, and the Caledonian Railway also adopted
London time.
From the start, some railway companies used "London" time, while others used local time.
Trains travelling east to west appeared to be travelling slower than the return journey, west
to east, which caused many problems with timetabling. At stations of Railway Companies that
used London time, the Railway time could be quite
different to local time, with all sorts of problems of
missed trains and connections, in some places, there
were even two minute hands on the public clocks, one
showing local, the other showing London time.
(Example of on this can be seen here in Bristol on an 18th-century
market building has an extra minute hand for "Bristol time.")

Eventually on 1st June 1880 the Statutes (Definition of time) Bill, was read for the first time in
the House of Commons, and received the Royal Assent on 2nd August 1880.
At last, a "standard" time was in use across the whole of Britain, and there was no more
confusion caused by local time.
greenwichmeantime.com
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It is with great sadness that we announce the death
of Geoff Dennish, following a long and courageously
fought illness.
Geoff was Editor of Suffolk Roots from September
2014 until September 2020. R.I.P.

Next ZOOM presentation

Haverhill Family History Group
Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Answer:-

Four

the four fathers could also be
grandfathers and are already sons.

Haverhill Family History Group
2021 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
9 Sept 2021

Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs

Norman Jacobs

14 Oct 2021

TBC
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

TBC

11 Nov 2021

Who we are: History of the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission

CWGC

9 Dec 2021

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

RESUMES ON 15TH SEPTEMBER
To reserve your place contact Haverhill Library who will manage all bookings. Simply
drop in or call 01440 848095.

MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

