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Our next event – Thursday 13th Sept 2018
Old Independent Church Hall 7.30pm

Demystifying DNA
With local professional genealogist
Dr. Karen Cummings
Haverhill Family History Group are pleased to welcome local professional
genealogist Karen Cummings to their next meeting. Karen will attempt to
demystify the use of DNA testing in family history research and explain what
you can learn from the different tests available. Whether you have already
had a test done, are contemplating having one done in the future or
justfascinated by this intriguing subject it will be well worth joining us.
The second of our Open Days takes place at
Haverhill Library on Saturday the 22nd September
2018 between 10am and 3pm.
If you need any help with your research our
experienced helpers are on hand to assist.
Even if you don’t require help why not pop in and
meet the team and see what our Group has to
offer.
The ‘Haven’ Café will be open so why not treat
yourself to tea and cake at the same time!

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 330 members)
Suffolk Family History Society (Haverhill Group)
https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/group/haverhill-group

Trip to the East Anglian Life Museum
Following our long hot summer, the day we organised the
trip to the East Anglian Life Museum saw the heavens
open and we were deluged with heavy rain. However this
cleared as the day progressed and did not deter us from
having a great day.
Having been to the museum some years before I was pleasantly
surprised to see how much it had changed. This amazing museum had
such a lot on show we could probably have done with a couple more
hours to see all the exhibits.
All the staff at the museum made us most
welcome, none more so than Darren Dordoy, Visitor Services
Officer, who gave us a guided tour of the exhibits. Both
entertaining and informative he spent most of the visit taking us
around the various buildings and explaining the various exhibits.
One of the highlights was seeing the rope making machine which
originally came from the old Rope works in Haverhill. (Read John’s story below)

Haverhill Rope, Twine and Sack Company
As a child in the early 60s, school holidays meant going to work with my dad some days. He would
fold his coat up and put it on the handlebars of his bike and I would sit on it, one leg each side of the
front wheel, and he would cycle to Burton End where he worked at the Haverhill Rope, Twine and
Sack Company.
He could make rope, splice rope together, sew canvas and make sacks. In the summer time he erected
marquees all over East Anglia.
James Henderson started making rope at Burton End in 1893 with an
open sided Road walk that was 320 feet long. In 1899 the Rope, Twine
and Sack Company was set up.

William Whiting a worker at the

company went into partnership with Bertram
Leonard Redford and they co-owned the
company. This went on until the 3rd of
January 1927 when Bertram Radford took
over ownership. In the 1920s the open
sided rope walk was replaced with new
machines housed inside a wooden shed.
The photograph above right is a stencil for the Haverhill Rope
Company used for canvas and sacks.
The photograph to the left shows some of the machinery taken
from Burton End and now on show at the Museum of East Anglian Life at Stowmarket, Suffolk. I
went to the museum on one of the Group’s trip and it just made it special to see the machinery again
and to bring back memories of my dad working on it.

John Ling

We recently travelled back to Paddington in London to visit the area where I lived as a
boy before moving to Haverhill with my parents as part of the London ‘Overspill’ scheme.
Saddened to see the flats where I used to live now replaced by a concrete landscape I
ventured down the street to the primary school that I went to, now surrounded by very
high railings. Not sure whether this is to keep the children in or the undesirables out!
Although only our family took the option of moving out of London at the time, most of
my Cousins, Aunts and Uncles that used to live close by in the community have now
moved on. Not surprisingly the area has changed dramatically over the years and
although many areas now barely recognisable to me there were one or two places that
did bring back nice memories and even now, after all these years, some surprises.
I went to have a look at the Church where my parents got
married, St. Mary’s in Paddington Green. Although it was
closed the surrounding grounds did throw up some
interesting revelations. Not least the statue commemorating
Sarah Siddons, one of the greatest English tragic actresses.
Born on July 5, 1755 her parents belonged to troupe of
traveling actors so she had a background of acting from a very
early age. She herself later went on tour in the country,
where she earned a reputation as the queen of tragedy on
the English stage.
In 1782 she re-appeared
at Drury Lane as Isabella
in Thomas Southerne’s Fatal Marriage and from
that moment reigned as queen at Drury Lane until,
in 1803, she went to Covent Garden. In 1783 she
was appointed to teach elocution to the royal
children. She retired from the stage in 1812, after
a farewell performance and her greatest role as
Lady Macbeth in Macbeth. She died on June 8, 1831 and was buried in
St Mary’s churchyard (See here surrounded by black railings).
Perhaps more shockingly was the Civil Defence Report
& Control Centre that was just a few metres away from
her Memorial. Now just a concrete block in the centre
of the Green, it was opened in 1953 during the early
days of the cold war. Interestingly, I cannot find any
more information about this or its role.

Another interesting character to live in the vicinity was Emma Hart,
later to be known as Lady Hamilton, mistress of Admiral Lord
Nelson. Daughter of an illiterate blacksmith Emma went on to
become a titled lady, a friend of royalty, an artist’s muse, a
performer of international renown. Born in 1765 she
apparently had a chequered and shady past! She lived in
Edgware Row, Paddington Green, which at the time was a
village on the rural outskirts of London.

Supposedly England’s first famous private detective Ignatius Paul
Pollacky, a Hungarian exile started his agency in 1862. One of his
first commissions was to spy on Confederate agents in Britain
who were purchasing supplies for the American Civil War! From
1865 until 1882 his office was located at 13 Paddington Green.
It is amazing what you find out and to think I only went to get
a photograph of the Church where my parents got married!
Anyone else got any interesting stories to share as a result of
researching their family history?

Brian Thompson

PLEASE NOTE: Unfortunately due to other
commitments Brenda Willison had to cancel
her talk about ‘The Town Crier’ on 11th
October, our joint meeting with the Local &
District History Group. I am pleased to
announce that we have found an excellent
replacement, Stephen Poulter, who will
present Dick Turpin ‘The man and the myth’

Do you have any villains or wrongdoers in your family history? If so let’s hear about them.
We continue to run our Wednesday afternoon, help sessions at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm. If
you would like attend please call the Library to secure your place on their new telephone
number 01440 848095. NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED.

Haverhill Family History Group
2018 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
13 Sept
Sat 22 Sept
11 Oct
10 Nov
13 Dec

Demystifying DNA

Karen
Cummings

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Dick Turpin
The man and the myth
We Will Remember Them – Remembering the end of the war
(Old Independent Church)
Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

Stephen
Poulter
Ourselves
Ourselves

