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Welcome to the Christmas edition of the Really Useful Bulletin
inside find...
Lead article this month is Looking Forward to the 1921 Census Release

plus Christmas giveaways, and news from local FHS and the Federation

With just days left to wait…

...the 1921 England
and Wales Census
will be released on
6th January


FindMyPast has the contract with The National Archives



England and Wales 1921 census will be pay-to-view



This is the last census release for England and Wales until 2052



The 1931 census was destroyed by a “mystery” fire in 1942



1941 was cancelled throughout the United Kingdom due to WWII



The Scottish 1921 will be released “later in 2022” on ScotlandsPeople



The 1931 census for Scotland was stored separately and survived
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 1921 CENSUS RELEASE
by Ian H Waller, FSG, FGRA, FHF Vice-chairman & Education Officer
Those who attended the Really Useful Family History Show will undoubtedly have
listened to Mary McKee’s talk about preparing for the 1921 census. Time is short. This
will be launched on 6th January by FindMyPast on a pay-per-view basis with separate
rates to view a transcript or image. It will not initially be part of a subscription package.
Hopefully this article will help set the scene in regard to information which will be
available on the returns, particularly information about marital status, parents and
employment details, helping to open many doors for both beginners in research and the
more experienced who want to “find out more” about an ancestor’s occupation.
Background to the census
The first national census was taken in 1801 when the population of the country was approximately eight million.
The purpose at the time was to establish if we would be able to feed ourselves during the Napoleonic Wars and
whether we could muster enough men to fight.
The first really useful census for family historians was taken in 1841 and subsequent to that a census has been
taken every ten years (apart from 1941 which was in the middle of the Second World War). The 1931 census
records for England and Wales were destroyed in a fire. So, for thirty years there is no record of the population
although the 1939 register acts as a useful substitute but of course is not complete. The next census will be the
1951 census released in 2052 – maybe many of us will never see this!
(left) Part of the manual processes involved in digitising the
1921 census pages.
www.findmypast.co.uk/blog/family-records/bringing-1921census-online

The 1921 census is in 28,000 volumes occupying 1.6 linear
kilometres of shelving, holding details of just under thirtyeight million people living in England & Wales in June 1921.
There will be free online access to the 1921 census at
designated hubs at The National Archives, Manchester Central
Library and National Library of Wales.

Taking the 1921 census was delayed
Therefore the 1921 census taken on 19 June has special value because of its cultural impact. It was the first census
taken after the First World War, the devastating influenza epidemic and major political changes which enabled
some women to vote. In 1921 there were thirty-eight million people in England and Wales.
1921 was also an eventful year in itself including the Irish War of Independence resulting in the creation of
Northern Ireland, the coal miners’ strike (which actually delayed the census being taken), founding of the British
Legion, the R38 airship explosion and the opening of Wicksteed Park, the first inland amusement park.
The 1921 census was scheduled to be undertaken on the 24 April but was delayed by the strike carrying on. There
was widespread concern that by moving the date into the summer the census data would be affected by annual
holidays. However, by holding the census on 19 June this avoided the main industrial holiday period. The census
results did show increases in some seaside resort populations so when we see the census after its release on 6
January 2022 people may not be recorded where we expect them to be and families may also be disjointed.
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Family history information in 1921 returns
The census returns will contain some significant genealogical information because children were asked if either their
mother or father were deceased, whether a marriage relationship had resulted in divorce, and those in jobs were
asked about their employer’s workplace. The “fertility” question asked in the previous (1911) census was removed
although the 1921 census asked how many children or stepchildren the family had, and how many were still alive.
The 1921 census household forms provide information on:


Every person who is alive at midnight on the night of Sunday 19 June 1921 who was at the house either as
member of the family or as visitor, boarder or servant or “arrives and is received into the household or
establishment on the morning of Monday 20 June, not having already been enumerated elsewhere”



Relationship to head of household including head, wife, mother, father, son, daughter, stepchild, or other
relative, visitor, boarder, servant



Age in years and months, and infants under one month



Sex



Marriage for persons aged fifteen and over: single, married, widowed, or if a marriage is dissolved, the letter D



Children aged under fifteen: “both alive” if both parents were alive; “father dead” if father deceased, “mother
dead” if mother was deceased or “both dead” if both parents deceased



Birthplace and nationality: if born in the United Kingdom, shows name of county and town or parish



If born outside the United Kingdom, shows the country, state, province or district. Also shows whether a visitor
or resident in the country and state, also nationality if born in a foreign country



If born at sea



Occupation and employment: shows the precise branch of profession, trade, manufacture, service, etc.



Personal occupation: where the occupation is connected with trade or manufacture, should show the particular
kind of work done, the material worked on and the article made



Employment: if employed, should state the name and business of present employer (person, firm, company or
public body) or if currently unemployed should show last employer annotated with “out of work”. The census
also required information about the travelling involved in getting to work.



If working on own account and not employing persons for purposes of business write “own account”



Place of work shows address of each person’s place of work or if the work is carried out mainly at home,
annotated with “at home”. No entry is required for any person who is retired



If at school or educational institution shows whether full-time or part-time



It was also the first time the RAF had been included in the census so it includes RAF staff in overseas stations.



For Wales and Monmouthshire, there was an extra question for each person on whether they spoke English or
Welsh, or both; and for Scotland whether each person spoke Gaelic only. Plus also whether they were entitled
to benefits under the National Insurance Acts.

Exciting times for all family historians. Roll on the 6 th January!
Images are from Find My Past’s
website demonstrating some of the
conservation and digitisation
processes and, right, just one of the
hundreds of unexpected items found
between the pages of the bound
volumes.

Family History Societies
Northumberland & Durham Family History Society
A charity registered in England No. 510538

The joys of researching your ancestors

Northumberland & Durham Family History Society was established in 1975 by a small
number of people devoted through research to locate their ancestors and also assist
others in their research. This was done before the days of universal indexes and the
internet. In time, branches were formed around the two counties to enable members
and others to attend monthly meetings with an invited speaker; namely, Alnwick,
Blyth, Durham/Belmont, London, Newcastle, North Tyneside, South Tyneside,
Tynedale and Wansbeck. These meetings bring together like-minded people. A small
number of branches are using Zoom for monthly meetings and speakers, depending
upon the current situation regarding Covid.
The Society has a library and research centre on the 3 rd Floor, MEA House, Ellison Place,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 8XS. It is a rich source for those researching their family
history. The centre is open from Mon-Thurs, 10am – 3pm. Advice can be sought from
the knowledgeable volunteers who are on duty during the opening hours.
Contact: 0191 2612159

www.ndfhs.org.uk

The library houses many indexes, both in hard copy and in micro-form, covering many
parishes, and nonconformist records too. There is a good selection of photocopies of
indexes to cemeteries/crematoria available to research, mainly Tyneside. A section of
the library holds hard copies of monumental inscriptions, images of the MIs are
available for purchase through our sales office. Please refer to our catalogue on our website www.ndfhs.org.uk A good
selection of publications about local history covers both counties and are available to read (reference only). There are maps
covering both counties and beyond, these are of vital importance to locate areas in which an ancestor may have lived,
particularly if the researcher comes from elsewhere and unfamiliar with certain areas.
There are PCs for researching including our own databases built up over a
number of years by devoted transcribers sitting in archives for many hours at a
time. Unique to the society is the database for all names listed in Durham wills
from 1701-1858. It must be remembered that Northumberland was in the
Diocese of Durham until the late nineteenth century. Was your ancestor a
servant? Was your ancestor a coal miner? Do not dismiss them, always look at
our database. There are number of wills for coal miners in the index. These are
available on separate CDs from our sales office or through membership of the
society. The PCs also include access to FMP, Ancestry, the Genealogist and the
British Newspaper Library as well as our own databases and links to other
websites. There are over 2,000 family trees in our library, these have now been
digitised, and in addition there are also over 300 family histories. However, they are subject to copyright in so far as the
compiler owns the copyright.
If you are unable to visit, our sales office sales@ndfhs.org.uk will be able send either hard copy or PDF documents to you.
Please look through our website for our sales catalogue.
Why not come and carry out research at our library and research centre and also benefit from the knowledge about
researching family history from our volunteers. Monday – Thursday 10am – 3pm.
Better still, why not join our society for a modest sum £15.00, and receive four journals per year, three newsletters.
Take advantage of the three research requests a year. The membership section of our website also gives access to a
number of databases, including the names in Durham wills.
The Really Useful Bulletin welcomes contributions from all Federation member organisations.

It is opportunity to promote your society to the extensive Bulletin readership.

Family History Societies
Genealogical
Society of Victoria
https://www.gsv.org.au/

The Genealogical Society of Victoria (GSV) is a leading
Australian family history society and exists to assist
members in tracing their ancestors and to promote
the study of genealogy.
Our GSV Visitor E-Pass gives you access to a huge
range of genealogy resources for a short period (six
hours) from your own home at an affordable price.
Normally priced at $20.00, you can buy a Visitor EPass at the special introductory price of just $10.00.

Our E-pass allows you access to our:


Catalogue plus our Milestones and Genealogical
Index of Names (GIN) databases together they
provide access to 4.6 million records mainly
from Victoria and may include digital images.



Webcasts (over 200 items—see website for full
list of subjects)



Our award-winning Ancestor magazine (articles
are indexed in our catalogue)
You can buy your E-pass online here:
https://www.gsv.org.au/visitor-e-pass

Mid-Norfolk FHS is a small friendly group that meets on
the third Wednesday of every month in Dereham.
The Society holds its meetings at 7.30pm in the church hall
behind Trinity Methodist Church, Theatre Street, Dereham
which is in central Norfolk. Non-members are welcome to
visit at a cost of £3.00 per meeting. Annual membership
only costs £8.00, however, we do ask members for a
contribution of £1.00 for each meeting to cover the costs
of hiring the hall and teas and coffees.
We cover an area of approximately ten miles radius of the
town of Dereham and include villages such as Gressenhall,
Necton, Beetley, Shipdham, Swanton Morley and North
Elham to name but a few.
Our programme for 2022 covers a variety of topics and
combines local history with family history.
On Wednesday 19th January at the Mobile Museum, there
is an interactive talk showing artefacts from the past and
encouraging members to identify them and think about
how they were used.
Wednesday 16th February Parliamentary Records for
Family Historians is an interesting topic. The thought that
papers drawn up for use in Parliament could be of any use
to family and local historians is a strange concept, but
these documents are an amazing source of information,
often including conversations with named individuals.
Adding real information about our ancestors and their
everyday lives is something we would all love to do.
On Wednesday 16th March Breaking Down Brick Walls – a
topic for everyone! Come along and bring the branch of
your family that you have been having problems with and
receive hints and tips about techniques other people have
used that may help kick-start your research again.
For more information about our programme please go to
the Mid-Norfolk FHS website.
www.mnfhs.org
The Society has a list of memorial inscriptions and
publications which are all available to buy as PDF
downloads.
If you live in this part of Norfolk or have ancestors here,
there is something for everyone, so please come along to
one of our meetings. We would love to see you there.
Please contact Debbie at secretary@mnfhs.org or go
to www.mnfhs.org

Join your local family history society—full list at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az

Family History Treats!
Santa has some treats for readers in his sack…
...and all you have to do is send an email for each to
competitions@familyhistoryfederation.com
with the book title you would like to win—and do it before
2nd January to be included in the draw.

Send separate emails for each title

Santa has ten copies of

Introducing Family History
by Stuart Raymond. This is the second edition
Put the book title in the subject line of your email

He has just one copy of this book for a lucky
Bulletin reader! Put the title

Tracing Your Female Ancestors
into the subject line of your email

There are more goodies in Santa’s
sack on the next page...
Join your local family history society—full list at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az

Family History Treats!
And Santa has even more reader treats ...
...all you have to do is send an email for each to
competitions@familyhistoryfederation.com
Santa has ten opportunities
for you to win a ticket for

Crafting Live
at Sandown Park
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd January
[Put Crafting Live in subject line of your email]

And finally, for one lucky person, a copy of the
super new title from Family History Books…

Dating by Design
[Put Dating by Design in subject line of your email]
Please use a separate email for each treat
you would like to win! Send before 2nd January!

All lucky winners will be emailed at the beginning of January
and asked to provide mailing details.
Join your local family history society—full list at www.familyhistoryfederation.com/societies-az
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News from the Federation
Family History and Inclusivity
by Janet Few
I think most people involved in family history in general
and with family history societies in particular, would
agree that we are not representing or providing for all
sectors of society in equal measure. All inequalities
require addressing in order for the family history world
to become more inclusive. However, we cannot fight
fires on many fronts simultaneously so, for now, my
personal focus is on being more welcoming to younger
genealogists. There is certainly a need to
find ways to engage the thirty-to-fifty-year
olds and also to move forward to be more
inclusive in other areas. But for now, for
me, younger genealogists are in the
spotlight.

followed by a discussion meeting. Other discussions
have been held and there are plans to repeat the
presentation.
I thought that it would be useful to summarise some of
the points that came out of the discussion, along with
other feedback that I have received. I haven’t been able
to include everything here but hopefully the debate will
continue and others will also promote this issue.
First, take a look at some of these initiatives by, for and
about younger family historians.
The Hidden Branch https://thehiddenbranch.com/
GenealCymru https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCwCn2sBhucfp47_EaCpsWXg

No one is suggesting that societies ignore or abandon
our traditional, long-standing membership. Instead, we
need to broaden our appeal by adding to what we do, or
by doing it in more than one way. It is very unlikely that
one-size will fit all. It is understood that this will require
investment, in time as well as money, but it is necessary
if our hobby is not to wither on the vine. You do not
have to be involved in society administration to play a
part in making the genealogy world more all-embracing.
Recently, a welcome and long overdue commitment to
working towards making our hobby more appealing
across the age range has been gaining momentum. This
has largely been driven by younger #GenZ genealogists
themselves; some of whom have, justifiably, made it
quite clear why and how they feel excluded. As this is a
topic that I have been passionate about since I was
myself a young genealogist, I readily set about
championing the cause. What is key is that change must
be based on what young people want and not what
older people think they want. That is the first issue that
we have to contend with.
I spent several months talking to younger genealogists
so that I can promote ideas that are theirs and not mine.
This led to my presentation at the last Really Useful
Show: Genealogy: the next generation. If you haven’t
already done so, you can still download the hand-out
from my original presentation at https://
thehistoryinterpreter.files.wordpress.com/2021/11/
genealogy-the-next-generation.pdf As the options for
discussion were limited on that occasion, this was

Genealogy Haven https://disboard.org/
server/784956276500856872
Next Gen Genealogy Network (Ontario Genealogy
Society) https://www.tnggn.org/
Manchester and Lancashire FHS Explorers
www.explorers.mlfhs.org.uk
Devon Family History Society Acorn Club http://
www.devonfhs.org.uk/acornclub/
There are clearly several groups that fall under the
‘young genealogist’ umbrella. All need to be catered for
and different approaches will be required. These include
16-30 year olds who are already on their genealogical
journey, many of whom are proficient researchers,
younger teenagers and primary aged children. What we
do as societies and individuals needs to be appropriate
for those who are already interested in family history
but we also need to find ways to engage more young
people and encourage them to take an interest in their
history and heritage. It is important to broaden our
provision before promoting genealogy to newcomers;
we must have something to offer before reaching out. It
also is vital to state that it is essential to have
safeguarding measures in place when working with and
approaching young people under the age of eighteen.
There were a number of suggestions in the small groups
which centred on getting younger children to take an
interest in family history. Here I have selected, in no
particular order, the points that are more applicable to
the over 13s.
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News from the Federation
Listen to what young people say they want.
Be aware that younger people, in particular, do not
access information via printed media. Forty-three
percent of 17-18 year olds never read a book or paperformat magazine https://mumbrella.com.au/year13survey-finds-43-of-gen-z-audiences-never-engage-withtraditional-print-media-704529 .
Young people need a private space to communicate, so
they are not ridiculed by their peers for their interest in
family history. Discord is a current, appropriate
platform.
Societies need to make their provision appealing,
appropriate and accessible. Societies have a great deal
to offer but are often not good at advertising this, to any
age group, particularly in spaces that young people
inhabit. Family history websites often focus on what
they offer rather than going back a stage to advertise
why family history is fun.
Societies might offer bursaries to further a young
person’s genealogy education, possibly with lottery
funding.
Can we move younger DNA testees towards embracing
genealogy?
We might work with youth organisations, such as Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award, guides and scouts.
Can we reduce the cost barriers by offering reduced or
free membership, or perhaps coming up with group
digital memberships, so, for example, it is possible to
join five societies for the price of one. Cost is also a
barrier for others, consider first year free digital

membership for all.
Make sure that meetings and opening hours of premises
(if societies have them) are not all weekday daytimes.
Young people may be interested in family history but
not in joining societies. Societies need to make sure they
are offering what younger people want and sell the
advantages of society membership across the age range.
This means advertising in the spaces that young people
inhabit.
Many younger people want to do genealogy and want to
do it well, they may not want to pursue this in ways that
have been traditional for the past forty or fifty years.
There seems to be a move away from tree-building and
towards storytelling plus a focus on more recent family
history (second half of the twentieth century). Family
history is becoming part of a broader search for identity.
There now seems to be general agreement that
something needs to be done; we are still working on
what this might be.
The Federation is setting up a youth council where
younger people can meet together, share ideas and
ultimately that can help societies to develop their
provision. Please contact
president@familyhistoryfederation.com if
you, or anyone you know, would like to be
part of this.
Do please contact Janet Few on the above
email with all ideas and comments.

Come and meet the “Fed”
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd January
At Sandown Park
We know that many “crafters” are also into family history, so come along to our
stand at Crafting Live—where parking is free! Chance to win a ticket on page 7!
You can buy your copy of the latest book (see last page) too—no postage charges!
Location: Sandown Park Racecourse, Portsmouth Road, Esher, Surrey KT10 9AJ
Admission £7—see www.craftinglive.co.uk/shows/sandown/
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Useful Archives
Readers occasionally recommend facilities known to them.
We include them here as Bulletin readers may find the links of help to their research.
NB Some places will have admission and/or research charges – do check individual websites.
Always contact a repository before visiting to make relevant arrangements.
International Bomber Command Centre
Further to the Bulletin No 15 article, the IBCC, https://internationalbcc.co.uk/ is
well worth a visit and also has an online, searchable losses database which can
be very helpful when searching for an RAF bomber crew ancestor lost during
WWII. During WWII over a million men and women served or supported
Bomber Command. They came from sixty-two nations. The service included
Aircrew, Ground Crew, Women’s Auxiliary Air Force, Auxiliary Air Transport,
Auxiliary Transport Services, NAAFI and many others.

The Household Cavalry
The Household Cavalry Museum, itself located in the heart of Horse Guards in
London, has an archive, education and storage facility in the former regimental
museum building at Combermere Barracks, Windsor where they hold a large
collection of documented information covering over 350 years of the history of the
Household Cavalry including extensive records of individual soldiers who served in
the 1st Life Guards, 2nd Life Guards, the Life Guards, Royal Horse Guards (Blues)
and the Household Battalion. They provide a research service (£). Details on the website https://
householdcavalry.co.uk/museum/collection-research/archive/

The Modern Records Centre
The Modern Records Centre, founded in October 1973, is the main British
repository for national archives of trade unions and employers'
organisations, and also has strong collections relating to pressure groups,
fringe political parties and transport. Located within the campus of the
University of Warwick, at Coventry. The MRC has records back into the
1800s for a number of trade organisations. It has useful guides, including for
family historians https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/research_guides/family_history/

If you would like to recommend an archive or research facility, especially one that is often overlooked, please send its
web address and brief details to admin@familyhistoryfederation.com We will include as many as we can!
Local family history society research facilities should be included in Society articles.

The 2022 FHF Really Useful Family History Show
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th November
Book the dates NOW!

Really Useful Bulletin
Coming soon—a super new book for all
family historians

What’s on Parish Chest
The number of societies and others featuring on Parish
Chest continues to expand. The content of Parish Chest
already has a good base upon which to increase quantity,
quality and type of information on offer and includes
some of the following and much more:

Published by Family History Books @£18.95 + P&P
As soon as supplies arrive, all Bulletin readers will be
advised with immediate opportunity to buy!
It will be a great New Year gift for yourself
and your friends.



Parish register transcriptions of births, baptisms,
marriages, deaths and much more from local FHS



Memorial inscriptions information from gravestones
across the country, compiled by local FHS



Nonconformists: Baptists, Wesleyans, Independents,
Quakers and many more nonconformist lists



Wills and Probate Indexes of wills and administrations



Folders, printing facilities, giftware...and more!

Head over to www.parishchest.com to see what is new to
help you add to your family tree.

For all your family history books see

_____________________

www.familyhistorybooksonline.com
Family History Books and Parish Chest are both under the umbrella for the Family History Federation

We wish every reader
a Very Peaceful Christmas
and Happy Ancestor Hunting in 2022
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