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Next Meeting
Peter Minter and his son Tony
are well-known for their father
and son business, Bulmer Brick
and
Tile.
The
family-run
business has successfully been
running for over 80 years and is
extremely proud to say they
have excellent expertise and
knowledge in this industry. They
work on large projects for the
National Trust, English Heritage
and Historic Royal Palaces, but
are just as proud of some of the
small private work undertaken
by individuals.

12th March 2020

More to it than brick!
The history and geology of
brick making.
with
Peter Minter

At Haverhill Old Independent Church Hall
7.30pm

At our last meeting we were delighted to have Graham Higgins who gave us a talk
‘Tales from the Bench’. He kindly donated his fee to the charity Our Special Friends
which helps people continue to benefit from animal companionship by providing
practical and emotional support during illness, bereavement or other crises. If you
would like more information, please visit: - https://ourspecialfriends.org/

The Federation of Family History Societies
have been rebranding. It is now known as
the Family History Federation. Have a look
at their new website:https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/

Exciting News:Our JUNE meeting will be one of the Haverhill Festival events and
as such our meeting ‘Pie n Mash & Prefabs’ with Norman Jacobs
will be held at the Haverhill Arts Centre. (Thursday 11th June
2020)
"The Blitz had made many families in the East End of London
homeless. One temporary solution was to erect prefabs on
fields and open spaces to give temporary accommodation to
those bombed out. Norman's story is set against the major
events of the time, Rock n' Roll, Beatlemania, mods and
rockers, with the impact all this had on his life. A life with
humour and happiness, pathos and sadness, the ordinary and
the extraordinary. All recalled here in an honest, funny,
moving and sometimes very intimate story."

Talk £2.50 for SFHS (Suffolk Family History Society)
members, Others £5.00.
Talk including pre ‘Pie n Mash’ meal (1 Pie, 1 Mash &
Liquor) including tea/coffee, £7.50 for SFHS members and
£10.00 for others. (LIMITED AVAILABLITY)
Pre Show Meal will start at 6.30pm, the bar will be open from 7pm, Show will start at 7.30pm.

Tickets will be available from the Arts Centre or I can take cash at our March or
April meeting and return the tickets to you by the May meeting.
Brian Thompson

Taken from familyhistorydaily.com
Who Counts as Family in a Family Tree? Who to Add and Who to Leave Out?
The term family tree is defined as “a diagram showing the relationships between
people in several generations of a family.” Add your parents, grandparents and
great grandparents and you’re well on your way to building your own tree.
But, as we all know, family is an incredibly complex concept with biological, legal,
social and emotional elements. And, for this reason, the question of who counts as
family in a family tree is far from simple.
In our daily lives, family often has less to do with biological or legal connections and
more to do with personal relationships. Those people who are intimate parts of our
lives, who we love and care for, who care for us, are our family. What makes a mother,
father, sibling, child, grandchild is seldom straightforward.
But in a genealogical sense people often get muddled and are unsure who should be
added to their family tree. Adoptions, step-parent relationships, unmarried partners,
multiple marriages, the discovery that a parent or sibling is not related biologically –
all of these scenarios may cause some serious head scratching.
And even if we don’t experience any of these instances in our immediate lives, most
of us will encounter them as we dig deeper into our family’s past, leading us to ask:
“What constitutes family in a family tree?”
“Who should I add and who should I leave out?”
To answer these questions we have to ask ourselves another:“What is the purpose of a family tree?
• Is it to lay out a biological map of our past?
• or to tell as accurate a story as possible about the lives of our ancestors?
There are very few who would argue that the purpose of genealogy is to simply
understand the biological connections of humans. After all, family history researchers
spend much of their time digging through old records and histories – social
documents – trying to better understand the realities of those they are researching.
This work makes it incredibly apparent that family is much more complex than a
bloodline.

Yet most of us feel a need to create a tree that tells a biological story – a physical record
of what we are made of in an attempt to understand our ancestors and ourselves.
But if family is more than biology, and it is family that shapes us, then shouldn’t our
trees be more than biological record books? If we create a tree that reflects only
physical relationships are we really building an accurate picture of our ancestors’
lives?
If we want to develop a full and accurate picture of our family’s past, we need to
document everything we can about the lives that created it – and that includes taking
the time to discover and include non-biological relationships. We need to tell the
very complex story that is family, generation after generation, if we want to
understand where we come from.
Our trees should be filled with those people that our ancestors considered family – no
matter their biological or legal relationship.
A first marriage of great grandmother Jeanie for instance – even if it didn’t produce
any children – had a huge impact on her life, as did the unofficial stepfather of your
grandfather. He may not be biologically or legally related but he surely influenced the
kind of man your grandfather became and the lessons he passed on to you.
And adding these relationships to your tree will help you uncover new records about
your family’s past as you branch out and create new pathways for discovery.
Of course, only you can decide who should appear in your own family tree – but when
you do you should always take the time to properly document the relationships so
that others know exactly what they are looking at
A stepmother for instance, even if she is the only listed mother, should be labelled as
such. This will ensure that future generations will have an accurate view of the past
and other family historians will have the details they need to build on your research.
Almost every family tree program makes adding multiple spouses to a person and
non-biological relationships for a child possible. Look in the help documentation in
whatever program you are using for help.
By Melanie Mayo-Laakso, Family History Daily Editor

Our second trip of the year – Thursday 16th July
Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Museum (Maldon)
Moot Hall
“Worth the time to visit whether you live locally or are visiting the
area. Our guide was fantastic. An engaging, informative man who
bought the 600 year old building to life. The Moot Hall has had many
purposes over the years all of which were vividly recounted by our
guide including some very famous historical visitors. Cannot
recommend enough”

Combined Military Services Museum
Museum
Experience a journey through British military
history, beginning on the brutal medieval
battlefields, then onto the Napoleonic and
Crimean wars of the 19th Century then the First
and Second World Wars of the 20th Century and
finally today’s conflicts. Discover the secret world
of spies, their weapons, gadgets and disguises.
Learn about the WW2’s
Special Operation Executive (S.O.E) and about British
Special Forces and their brave and daring operations.
Cost £15.00pp - Includes coach, entrance fees
and tour of Moot Hall.

These trips are always popular and bookings are on a
first come first basis.
For further details contact brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or
come along to the March meeting to book.

The subject of my latest offering to the Newsletter is not yet another story of a distant relative
but of someone that was, literally, closer to home. In this year that marks the 75 th. anniversary
of the end of WW2 I thought it might be appropriate to relate the part that my father had in
WW2.

Geoff Walker
1150734, Gnr. Walker, A.S.
Alfred Sydney Walker was the 6th. child of William Staveley Walker and Catherine Jane Handel
(married in 1900), born on 14 April 1909 and was raised in Adelaide Square, Islington, north
London. After marrying Anne Rose Chesterman on Christmas Day 1935, the Walkers moved
first to Tollington Place, Finsbury Park, where my eldest brother was born (1938), then to
Albany Road, Stroud Green (1939) where my other brother was born. The family spent their
early WW2 years here and this was where, in 1942, my father received notification of his
summons to serve his country. He was, by this time, a chief cashier in the employment of a
building society but had become liable for call-up when/if needed under the terms of various
Parliamentary war-time legislations.
In the spring of 1939, the European political situation had
deteriorated such that a Military Training Act was introduced
and at the outbreak of WW2 a National Service (Armed Forces)
Act was rushed through Parliament – the catchment age being
single men aged 18-41 (except those who were exempt) had
to register for call-up. Further Acts extended the upper limit to
51 and added other measures that included married men now
being liable for call-up.
On 12 May 1942, almost one month after his 33rd. birthday, my
father obeyed the order to report for a medical examination
by the Holloway Medical Board. He emerged “Grade 1”
category and as a result some three weeks later he received
an Enlistment Notice to report to the Territorial Army 23rd.
Field Training Regiment, Royal Artillery, at Newtown,
Montgomeryshire (now Powys) on 11 June 1942. After
induction, kitting out etc. he was assigned to 244 battery, 61 st.
(Denbighshire Yeomanry) Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery, Territorial Army.
The Regiment comprised two batteries, nos. 243 and 244, each comprising two “troops”,
each having four artillery pieces.
On 04 July, my father was sent to Boynton, near Bridlington, Yorkshire then, on 23 July, across
the county to Hunmanby, near Scarborough, where he was to finish the year. The new year
of 1943 saw him cross the border in early January to Avoch, near Inverness, then Huntley (22
January), near Elgin, but the middle of the year came another movement, this time back
across the border to Yorkshire: Ripon (16 June, where, after a 3-month course, he was
classified as a “signaller”), Beverley (10 September), then Tickhill, near Doncaster, (06
October). These movements were interspersed by 9-day “privilege” leave periods which
included travel warrants.

In this photo taken, we think, during his training
period, the Royal Artillery badge is present on the cap
and a lanyard is worn but no unit flashes are visible.
During April 1944, the Regiment started relocating
south to Buller Barracks in Aldershot and my father
records arriving there on 05 May. A censorship of mail
and a “movement warning” was subsequently
imposed. The regiment then moved to Camps A18 (19
June) then C9 (29 June) at Fareham in Hampshire then,
on the following day, to Southampton ready for
embarkation as part of D-Day follow-up forces destined
for Normandy.
The 61st. Regiment formed part of the 8th. Army Group
Royal Artillery, which were part of 8 Corps of the 2 nd.
British Army, all forming the 21st. Army Group
commanded by General (later Field Marshal) Bernard
Montgomery.

The unit’s weapon was the 5.5inch (140mm) medium artillery towed field gun, firing 82lb or
100lb shells at a rate of 2 rounds per minute, requiring a crew of 10 to 12.
In the early hours of 02 July 1944, almost four
weeks after the D-Day allied invasion of Normandy
as a prelude to the intended liberation of Europe
from German occupation, my father landed at
Courseulles-sur-Mer which was part of the beach
area designated “Juno” on D-Day itself. His
regiment advanced between the rivers Odon and
Orne then past the townships of Caen (09 July) and
Caumont,

The regiment’s ammunition expenditure was around 1,600 rounds per day at this time and
their first casualties were sustained during this period. During August, his unit circumvented
the notorious battle area of Falaise and in September they crossed from France into Belgium.
October 1944 was marked by advance into Holland with the capture of Tilberg. The rest of
1944 saw him cross through the Albert & Escaut Canals and the rivers Maas & Roer as they
neared the German border. The regiment’s role was now of support only to forces further
forward. They were now static in the Overloon area of the Holland/German border. His army
unit had avoided the final major German counter-attack of the war when, in December, the
Americans bore the brunt of the ultimately unsuccessful German attack through the
Ardennes Forest to the south of the British advance towards Germany.

The beginning of 1944 saw my father’s unit facing the River Rhine, being the strategic and
morally pivotal point in the allied frontal advance into Germany itself. Venlo on the river
Maas was passed through on 01 March. Following allied air-drops and bombardments, a
successful crossing of the Rhine was achieved on 24 March near Wesel at the cost of three
men of my father’s battery wounded, Early April was notable for the swift advance into
Germany as 210 miles were then covered in 15 days. This included passing Munster,
Osnabruck and the crossing of the river Weser near Petershagen. More rapid advances were
made in the face of the gradual disintegration of German resistance. Late April saw further
advances made, accompanied by sporadic action, to Luneberg Heath where a 5-day refit/rest
period was taken. Then the crossing of the river Elbe occurred on 29 th at Luenberg then
forward to Goldenitz, some 15 miles from the Baltic Sea and 10 miles from Lubeck where the
final shots were fired in support of other units on 30 April.
The end of WW2 saw my father’s unit at the Baltic Sea area on 02 May. Two days later on 04
May at Luneberg Heath, Montgomery (now Field-Marshal) took the unconditional surrender
of German forces in NW Germany, Denmark and Holland as a prelude to the unconditional
surrender of all German forces to the allies at Reims on 07 May.
The regimental Role of Honour for 244 battery reads: 2 killed in action, 6 died of wounds.
This is a postcard-photo which is embossed “P.A.
Garstensen Bergedorf”.
Our interpretation is that the photographer was
P.A.Garstensen, located in Bergedorf, which is a
borough to the south east of Hamberg, between
Lubeck, and Luneberg in northern Germany.
The immediate days then months following cessation
of hostilities saw a changing role of the allied army
from one of an offensive, liberating army to that of
an occupational policing force. The 21st. Army Group
became the British Army of the Rhine (B.A.O.R.). My
fathers’ unit was withdrawn in July to Bochum (near
Essen) in the Ruhr where the artillery pieces were put
into store. The remainder of 1945 and early months
of 1946 alternated between leave and awaiting
demobilisation. In February 1946, the regiment
passed into a state of “suspended animation”, to be
then reorganised and reformed as 361 Regiment. The
European situation was still unstable and a strong allied presence was still required in
Germany not so much to deter any possible German resurgence but to stand up to the
increasing threat of Russian/Warsaw Pact forces so although early call-up soldiers were
released, those called up later were kept on.

The sixteen guns of the 61st. Medium Regiment,
Royal Artillery at Bochum. In store but ready for
immediate re-use should the situation demand.
This weapon was first used at El-Alamein and went
on to serve with British forces in the Korean War,
The last use was by T.A. units in 1980.

Leave was more forthcoming and an 11-day period in October was followed by a 12-day
Christmas period from 19 to 31 December and although home-leave was not indicated in his
pay-book, a later 22 April to 03 May 1946 leave has “UK” inserted. In June 1946 my father
enrolled in an intermediate book-keeping course, possibly with one eye on future civilian life,
at 30 Corps College, B.A.O.R., in Luneberg. Due to the reformation of the regiment he is now
attached to H.Q. 43 Division (a Territorial Army infantry unit whose Standard is a yellow
wyvern – a winged dragon)) within 30 Corps area of operation.
His course took place at Wyvern College, one of three
barrack buildings in Luneburg constructed between
WW1 & WW2 for the German Wehrmacht (armed
services).
He appears to have been promoted to “L/Cpl.” but we
note that henceforth he is actually a lance-bombardier.
On 01 July, he was back in England at Aldershot where
he was transferred to 4 Military Dispersal Unit with his
Soldier’s Release Book Class “A” stating the rank of
“U/L/Bdr.” (“unpaid Lance-Bombardier”). He left the
M.D.U. on the same date thus he was demobbed on this
day. An extension to his release leave entitlement (which
expired 26 August 1946) that had been granted “by
virtue of service overseas” was followed by a Certificate of Transfer to the Army Reserve.
His final official day in the army was thus 19 September
1946, thereafter he was “Army Reserve class Z (T)”
(enlisted T.A. soldiers who have been discharged but
available for recall if under 45). Note that he had been
reverted to the rank of “Gnr”, We think that his
“promotion” to lance-bombardier was, in fact a
temporary measure as evidenced by it being “unpaid”.

We think that this undated and untitled photo was taken
just prior to his demob as his uniform has the following
campaign ribbons (l. to r.): the 1939-1945 Star and the
France and Germany Star. He was subsequently also
awarded the War Medal 1939-1945 and the Defence
Medal for his pre-conscription service in the Home
Guard.
Armed with his glowing Testimonial from the army, my
father re-invented himself into civilian life and worked
first in the City then in Farringdon Street for a tinned fruit
import company, He then set up his own company at
Saville Row, Piccadilly in the same line of business and
after passing official retirement age he continued
working but gradually down-sized his business hours.
The Walker family (now augmented by myself) continued
to live in Stroud Green and my father devoted his leisure time to his hobbies of gardening
and the history of London well into late life, passing away peacefully in January 1997 at the
age of 88.
My father never talked
about his time in the war
nor did we question him
about it. His Testimonial
mentions that he served
“…often under exceedingly
difficult and dangerous
circumstances” so we can
only guess as to what his
experiences were. Possibly
it may have seemed to him
to have been an episode in
his life that was over, done
and forgotten but like
those of us who never
asked, we will never know.

Geoff Walker
Thank you Geoff for another excellent article. Do you have a family story you
would like to share? Send it to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
12 Mar 20

More to it than brick
The history and geology of brick making

Peter Minter

9 Apr 20

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times

Peter
Layzell

14 May 20

AGM
The Burston School Strike – The longest school strike in
English History

Bryan
Thurlow

May 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

11 June 20
July 20

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs
Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon

Norman
Jacobs
Must Book

July 20

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

10 Sept 20

The Foundlings

Ruth Miller

17 Sept 20

Trip to Ridgewell Museum

Must Book

Sept 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

Sat 19 Sept 20
(TBC)

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

8 Oct 20

Ourselves
Charlie
Haylock

12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths TBC

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

