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Newsletter
Lowestoft Branch of Suffolk Family History Society
Autumn 2020




Welcome 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Welcome to your second newsletter of the Lowestoft branch of Suffolk Family History Society. There are no planned meetings of the group for the remainder of this year, so we hope this newsletter, the Suffolk SFHS website and our Facebook groups will help to keep you informed.
Thank you to all the contributors who provided articles.
Our 2 Facebook groups are:
Suffolk Family History Society - Lowestoft Branch
And
face to face - sfhs extra 
Please join these or have a look, you may find some information about your family history.
If you wish to contact the group by email our email address is lowestoftsfhs@gmail.com 

Fancy Joining Our Committee?
We are looking for new members of the Lowestoft branch of the Suffolk Family History Society to work with the existing members. If interested, please contact Janis or email the address above.
Online Meetings
The committee is actively looking at developing online meetings, as it looks as if the research afternoons and evening meetings will not be possible this autumn. If anyone has ideas about these meetings then please contact Janis, our chair, or email the address above.


Why did she leave?
William Arthur Bessey (1893) married Florence Ivy Mewse (1895) in Mutford, Suffolk (Q1 1919) and then had the following children:
1920 William George John Bessey
1921 Samuel J Bessey
1922 Florence Ruby Bessey
1925 Harold W Bessey
Then, in 1928, they had a daughter Eileen Ida Bessey (the missing daughter/ sister/ aunt) and accounts say that "all was fine until she was 16 or thereabouts" and we should not focus on her specific age, as memories could have easily subtracted a year or so.
It was then that the lightning bolt struck this particular branch of the Bessey family tree and Eileen left home and her family never heard from her again.
Her disappearance has passed down through the family and it is believed that she 'fell out' with a brother in law living in the family home. This can only have been Herbert Balls, who married Florence Ruby Bessey in 1946.
So, if there is truth in the reason stated and it was her 'brother in law' who caused her to leave, then Eileen would have been 18 at the time and it would have been circa 1946.
Strangely, records show that she stayed in the area and then married a Leonard Gooch from the same village (a year her junior) in the district of Lothingland (Mutford) in 1949 apparently unbeknownst to her family.
That is it, apart from two further intriguing pieces of evidence, which may be pertinent or pair of a red herrings that we detectives sometimes catch.
We have a record of the death of an Eileen Ida Gooch, 2019 in Bedfordshire with no record of next of kin as yet. But this adds nothing to the story other than setting limits to the search and provides no motive for her leaving.
However, sometimes with genealogical research and amateur detectivism, you have a hunch based on an assumed motive. So what could the motive have been for Eileen to leave and not see or speak with the family again but stay in the area and get married there?
For me, a family argument or disagreement with a brother in law, is no motive so I considered the taboo of her having becoming pregnant- not necessarily by her relative- but this could give cause.  I therefore looked for a birth in 1946 and 1947. Now, as we know, birth registers state the maiden name of a mother and the surname of the child. Whilst it would be common to see a mother's maiden name stated as Bessey and a child with a different surname (that of the father) it is not so common to find a child with the same surname as the mother. This only tends to happen when cousins have married - which of course happens- or when a child is born outside of wedlock. 
So, still pure speculation, as to her having been pregnant, I searched for a child with surname Gooch (her later spouse) on the basis that it was he that caused the thunderbolt to hit the family tree. A boy and girl, two friends, in the same village, of course it happens! But I could find no birth of a Gooch with Bessey as a maiden name.
What if, I thought, she had become pregnant and given birth and was then taken in (as an unmarried mother) by Leonard Gooch. The register of birth would not be in his name.
I therefore looked for a Bessey born of a mother called Bessey (born 1946/1947) in the same area and found, in 1947 that an Antony(sic) J Bessey was born of a mother with maiden name Bessey. I then find that Antony marries in 1967.
I have set about ordering the birth certificate of Antony and the marriage and death certificates of Eileen Ida Bessey/ Gooch but, in the interim, I am looking for anyone with Bessey, Gooch or Balls in the Mutford area who may know a little more about this mystery that the family never discussed.
If anyone can assist then perhaps Eileen, who does not appear on people's family trees and is, like the spark, flickering between being forgotten or being brought back to life and recognised as a member of the family. Please help to flickering memory to be rekindled.
Julian McCarthy
Contact email address available if you have any information that can help Julian. Please email lowestoftsfhs@gmail.com initially.
Help Required Re William Churchyard died Ipswich 1928
We are looking for any information regarding our father’s family.  We know William Churchyard died in Heathfields Hospital, Ipswich on 29 Jan 1928 and his death certificate states he was 57.  At the time of death, he was a foundry worker and lived at 6 Rose Lane, Ipswich.  We have been unable to confirm any William Churchyards we have found born 1871 (assuming his age on death certificate is correct) are him as we have no further information such as birthplace, parents etc.
 
He fathered 5 children from 1916 – 1924 with our Grandma Agnes Fenton (nee Greenwood) born in Romsey Hampshire in 1885, died 1933 in the Isolation Hospital Ipswich, they were not married.  Agnes was married to Richard Dove Cuthbert Fenton in 1912 in Chelmsford and they had a son Richard, born Paddington 1913. We believe Richard Dove Cuthbert Fenton died in the Great War.  Their son Richard lived at 6 Rose Lane at the time of his Agnes’ death and he married Ena Mount in 1933, strangely enough they both died at the same time in Ipswich in 1939, but before the war started the same year.  They had a son Ivan born in 1935 who went into a home presumably when they died.  Ivan was adopted at 11 and went to live in Rutland as Ivan Potter.
 
It would be fantastic to receive any information for any of the above, people or places. 

Gloria Roberts 		Please email lowestoftsfhs@gmail.com initially.
Crime in the Family. 

Report from the Derbyshire Advertiser & Journal, Fri. 19th. Feb.1858. Assault Upon a Servant. 

Sarah*, the wife of Mr. George Camp of Hilton, was summonsed for assaulting Margaret Farrell, her servant, on the previous Monday. Mr. Briggs appeared for the defendant and Mr. Borough watched the case for her husband, it appearing that an arrangement which had been lately entered into between them for a separation had not been carried into effect. The complainant deposed to a variety of assaults which, according to her testimony, had been committed upon her by the defendant; they included a strike on the side of the head with a mug, the pouring of some hot water down her, dragging her round the kitchen by the hair of her head, and throwing her down the stairs. Complainant then said, “She also threw a chair at me twice. She beat me no more then, but turned me out of the house and I had nowhere to go, so the policeman took care of me. I had not been quite a fortnight with Mr. Camp. My arm was hurt and it has pained me ever since.” Mrs. Camp said she only pulled a cap from the defendant’s head, because it did not belong to her. Ordered to pay 17s. 6d. including a fine and expenses.

*Sarah Camp was my 2 x great grandmother.
Thelma Waller.

Serial criminals?  Norfolk News, Sat. 6th. Feb. 1864.
Edward* and Jemima Knights were again brought up on the charge of shoplifting. Mr. Farrier prosecuted and Mr. Chamberlin defended. Several of the articles found in the prisoners’ house at Runham were identified. Mr. Chamberlin made a forcible appeal on behalf of the male prisoner, and the bench, giving him the benefit of the doubt, discharged him, and sentenced the woman to six months’ hard labour.
*Edward Knights was my 4 x great uncle. I would love to know what it was they stole and where from. Perhaps they took a day trip into Great Yarmouth.
Thelma Waller.

A Narrow Escape!

Even before the arrival of motor vehicles, danger lurked on the streets of our town, as witnessed by a Lowestoft Journal reporter in 1886. H.T. Waller was my great grandfather.

As a lad in the employ of Mr. H.T. Waller, baker, Bevan Street, was driving a pony at a smart pace towards the Suffolk Hotel he came in collision with one of Mr. Borrett’s cabs with such force as to throw him violently to the ground. He sprained his arm, gashed the pony on the shoulder and one of its fore legs, and smashed the spring of the cab. Had the cab been going quicker the lad and pony would probably have been killed. 

Was the lad sacked, I wonder or did he have his wages docked to cover the cost of the damage?

Thelma Waller.


Norfolk Record Office’s Facebook Page
Ok, it’s over the border, but this Facebook page has some interesting posts and some useful information. Do take a look.

The Photographs of William Rayson Smith. Volume II: Lowestoft
A new book from David Butcher
The opportunity to produce a different kind of historical work from what has previously been undertaken does not often occur, and so to have the chance of presenting the photographs of William Rayson Smith focused on Lowestoft was a welcome challenge and one which filled the Covid-19 Lockdown period to perfection. The first collection of his work, by Jennifer and David Boxall (owners of the pictures), subtitled Norfolk and Beyond, has already been published. Rayson Smith was a forbear of Jennifer’s and two albums containing his work were found by her and her husband when they were clearing the house of an elderly aunt, some years ago. Jennifer herself has Lowestoft origins, her father being Basil Crowe, Head of Craft at Alderman Woodrow Secondary Modern School and then at Kirkley High School, its renamed successor, when comprehensive education was introduced in 1970.
Born in 1841, Rayson Smith was the son of a corn-miller based at Dickleburgh, in South Norfolk, and he lived much of his life in Harleston – having married into the local milling family there. On the back of his connection with two successful local businesses, he seems to have been of semi-independent (perhaps even wholly independent) means and this gave him the opportunity to pursue his hobby of photography. The surviving collection of his work, which featured in Volume I, demonstrates a talent in the technical art of taking pictures and the possession of a sense of composition also. The subjects are perhaps what might be expected of a leisured man of the late nineteenth century, consisting of local views and events, family gatherings and occasions, visits to places beyond the immediate home-environment, and everyday working practices. As such, they combine to give a real sense of time and place in varying contexts, as well as some feeling perhaps for the man who captured these moments in time.
William Smith, the Dickleburgh miller, retired to No. 16 Marine Parade, Lowestoft, in 1881, and his son’s photographs of the town were obviously taken during visits to see his father. Each picture has a story to tell, beyond the particular and immediate view, and the writer has done his best to convey its detail. Context is everything in handling historic material of any kind – and there is a richness and depth in every single shot which must not be allowed to pass unnoticed. Photographs of this nature, taken at a particular time and in a particular place, have a value far beyond the merely visual and scenic. Photography does not only record time, place and event. It takes us beyond these into a wider experience, whereby we ourselves (looking in from the outside) can feel ourselves to be part of the great tide of history itself. A common saying declares that “every picture tells a story”. Those that William Rayson Smith has handed down tell many different ones, each time, within a single frame.
Being amateur work, there are a number of shots that a professional photographer would never have bothered with, simply because they wouldn’t have been considered “commercial”. And this is where much of the interest lies. There are both subjects and views here, of Lowestoft, that won’t have been seen before. Quite a number of them came as a revelation to me, when first encountered, because of their distinctive nature and what they had to reveal. The collection should be out some time during October-November (Poppyland Publishing) and will, I hope, meet with the interest it deserves. It shows the town and its people at a significant and important time in their overall development
 David Butcher.

Historic England
This national organisation has been carrying out much research in Lowestoft, especially in the north of the town, in the Heritage Action Zone there. They have produced several reports including ones on the landscape; shop fronts and Whapload Road’s herring curing and net stores. See links below:
Report on Fish Houses on Whapload Road file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/311%E2%80%93333WhaploadRoadLowestoftSuffolk%E2%80%93HistoricAreaAssessment%20(4).pdf
Shop Fronts of High Street Lowestoft  file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/TheShopfrontsofLowestoftHighStreetSuffolk_ResearchandInvestigation.pdf
Landscape Assessment file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/NorthLowestoftHeritageActionZoneLowestoftSuffolk_Landscapeassessment%20(2).pdf
This organisation is responsible for listing nationally important buildings and edifices such as the war memorial and the Robert Reeve Memorial in Kensington Gardens. Here is a link to their website re listed buildings found through a search on Lowestoft. There are 150 results but be warned 2 are for buildings in Lowestoft Road in Gorleston and Beccles. The only Grade 1 listed building is St Margaret’s Church.  Here’s the link: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?searchType=NHLE+Simple&search=Lowestoft

Alice in Wonderland and Lowestoft

No, Lowestoft is not Wonderland, but there is a connection to Lowestoft.

Lady Pleasance Smith, was a member of the Reeve family. Robert Reeve, her father, was steward of the manor of Lowestoft in the earlier part of the 19th century.  Pleasance’s brother, James Reeve, born 1778, married a Lorina Farr. Now in my experience Pleasance and Lorina are names that turn up in various Lowestoft families e.g. the Youngman’s. The last and sixth child of this marriage, born in 1826, was Lorina Hannah Reeve. She married a Henry George Liddell, who was also Domestic Chaplain to the Prince Consort, Albert, husband of Queen Victoria. In 1852 they had a daughter, Alice Pleasance Liddell. Getting the connection?

In 1855 Henry George Liddell was appointed Dean of Christ Church, Oxford and in the same year Charles Dodgson became a mathematics lecturer in the same college. In 1856 Charles Dodgson uses the pen name Lewis Carroll for the first time 

During a boat trip in July 1862 Charles Dodgson tells the tale of Alice in Wonderland to Alice Liddell and her sisters. In February 1863 the text was finished but the text with illustrations wasn’t published until July1865. The Liddell family and Charles Dodgson had become estranged during 1863, but the first presentation copy of the book was sent to Alice Liddell. 

Charles Dodgson and Alice Liddell, married name Hargreaves, met for the last time in 1891. Charles Dodgson died in 1898, but Alice lived until 1934. She lost 2 sons in the first world war. In 1928 she sold the manuscript for Alice’s Adventures Under Ground for £15,400. 

DNA
Genetic ancestry testing, or genetic genealogy, is a way for people interested in family history to go beyond what they can learn from relatives or from historical documentation. Examination of DNA variations can provide clues about where a person's ancestors might have come from and about relationships between families. Certain patterns of genetic variation are often shared among people of particular backgrounds. The more closely related two individuals, families, or populations are, the more patterns of variation they typically share.
Three types of genetic ancestry testing are commonly used for genealogy:
mtDNA
The result tells you about the direct female line, which is a mother, her mother, etc., and back further in time. Both males and females inherit mtDNA, though only females pass it on.

This genealogy DNA test will find matches on your direct female line, and tell you about the distant origin of this ancestor. A mtDNA test is more anthropological than the other tests. For matches in a genealogical time frame, order the mtDNA Full Sequence test.

Y-DNA

This test tells you about the direct male line which is a male, his father, his father, and so on back in time. Y-DNA is passed from father to son, which is usually the path of the surname in most cultures.

This DNA test can provide information and clues to help overcome brick walls on any of the male lines in your family tree. Y-DNA is especially useful when a migration has occurred, and you don’t know where to look for records. The test result also tells you about the distant origin of a direct male line. Females will need to find a male relative to test.

Autosomal
An autosomal DNA test looks at your 22 pairs of chromosomes, called autosomes. The 23rd pair is the sex chromosomes. Therefore, an autosomal DNA test is looking across all branches of your family tree.

This genealogy DNA test looks across all branches of your family tree, back about five generations, sometimes more. This test is a valuable tool to assist you with all branches of your family tree, and may provide matches or clues to overcome brick walls on any branch of your family tree.
Napoleon’s great niece Princess Caroline Murat and Redisham and Ringsfield
Napoleon’s younger sister, Caroline, married Joachim Murat, a cavalry officer in the French Republican Army. Joachim was made King of Naples by Napoleon but died in 1815 after attempting to get his throne back. His sons ended up in the United States and his second son, Lucien, married Caroline Georgina Fraser in New Jersey. On 31st December 1832 Caroline Laetitia Murat was born in Bordentown, New Jersey. Her second husband was John Lewis Garden, who she married in 1872 in London. She died at Redisham Hall in 1902 and is buried in Ringsfield Church, where she has a distinguished tomb. Her daughter, born in 1873, was Eugénie Caroline Emilie Lucienne Jacqueline Garden. Eugenie was also the name of the wife of Napoleon III, Emperor of France from 1852 to 1870. Both Eugenie and Napoleon III died in England in 1873. Eugenie married Algernon Basil Feilden, 
If ever in Ringsfield do look out for her tomb.
Perredes, the chemist, and his family 
[image: ]A chance mention of the surname Perredes in a conversation led to my friend and I finding out more about Perredes, the chemist and the family associated with this family. Perredes, the chemist shop was on the corner of Regent Road and London Road North and it functioned there until bomb damage, meant the building had to be demolished. The photos below are from Bob Collis, so many thanks for his permission to use them here. 
[image: ]





Perredes, the chemists, notice Dog Medicines written large under the front windows.

Perredes, the chemists, is the first building on the left
My mum used to speak of Perredes, the chemist. That the spelling was so different to my mum’s pronunciation intrigued me more. 
Eugene Perredes was born in 1859 in St Croix Logire, France but by 1881 he was married and living in St Saviour, Jersey, where he was a French teacher. What brought him to Jersey? Suzanne, his wife, was a native of St Saviour, Jersey. He had 4 children by his wife. The eldest 2 children were born in St Martin Logire, which might be Loire and not Logire. Eugene died in 1900 in Jersey. 
His 2nd son became a farmer and his son, Eugene Charles Perredes, was the largest breeder of Jersey cattle on Jersey by 1928.
His youngest son, Pierre Elie Felix Perredes, was born on 18th December 1873 in Jersey. He came to London to study and obtained a B.Sc. from the University of London. He also became a member of the Pharmaceutical Society.
On January 1st 1900 his book, London Botanic Gardens was published by The Wellcome Chemical Research Laboratories. The book details the Royal Horticultural Society Garden, Kew Gardens, the Royal Botanic Society garden at Regent's Park, and the Chelsea Physic Garden.
 In October 1901 he sailed to New York but returned as he married Elizabeth Anna Henderson in Mutford registration district in the third quarter of 1904. 
On the 1911 census he is living with his wife, Elizabeth and two sons, John and Paul in Hitchin, Hertfordshire where he was a “Experimentalist On Medicinal Plant Farm of Manufacturing Pharmaceutical Chemists”. Doesn’t that sound an interesting job? Presumably it relates to his book and studies of pharmaceuticals. 
By 1939 he was living in Lowestoft at 139 London Road North, which is above the chemist’s shop shown in the photos above. His profession is given as chemist. Bomb damage to his business’ building led to the closure of his shop and he died in Lowestoft in 1950. 
One of his sons, Paul, had a chemist’s shop in Kessingland for many years and his other son was a doctor. 
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