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A Haverhill Festival event

The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside
With Tony Kirby
Tony Kirby was Principal Lecturer in History and Coordinator of Strategic Planning at Anglia Ruskin
University before his early retirement in 2008. He is a former President of the Cambridge Antiquarian
Society and Chairman of the Cambridgeshire Records Society, and is now Secretary of the
Cambridgeshire Association for Local History.
“The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside’’. Tony Kirby will give us an insight into the history of
holidays taken by the English seaside - from early spas like Scarborough, which attracted the upper
echelons of society to the multitude of ‘day trippers’, together with the advent of the ‘holiday camp’
and seaside attractions such as the pier show, wax work exhibitions and fun fairs. What followed was
the gradual decline of our seaside towns caused by cheap package holidays and air travel. Illustrated by
slides, the evening should have a nostalgic theme.

Thursday 13 June 2019 at 7.30 pm Old Independent Church Hall,
(members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee)
P.S. There may be a surprise or two?

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have 425 members)

Judy Stratford
Here are some newspaper reports about my paternal 3rd great grandfather George Chapman. He was baptised in
Kedington in June 1814 and lived there all of his life. He married Harriet Murkin from Hundon in October 1837 at
Kedington Parish Church. According to the censuses he had various occupations including Ag Lab, Coal Carter, Baker
and Pig dealer. George must have been quite a character and probably very well known in the area, particularly to
the local Magistrate! He died in March 1887 of apoplexy and is buried at Kedington churchyard along with Harriet.
George and Harriet had 10 children the eldest being Mary Ann, my 2nd great grandmother.

75th Anniversary of D-Day
Charmian, our Secretary, recently had the pleasure of interviewing Harry Bowdery, a
veteran of World War Two. Harry, originally from London, moved to Haverhill three years
ago having previously been living in Norfolk. Serving in the Royal Navy, Harry was pivotal in
helping American Rangers land at Omaha Beach, operating the landing craft’s ramp to allow
soldiers onto on the Normandy coast, on June 6, 1944. He is seen below receiving the
Légion d’Honneur in 2016 by Mayor David Whitby in Kings Lynn Town Hall.

Ron Mayes (Pictured below), the last surviving Haverhill man who took part in Operation
Overlord on June 6th 1944 (D Day) was also honoured with the Légion d’Honneur. As a 19year-old soldier with the 2nd Battalion King’s Shropshire Light Infantry he landed on Sword
Beach, near Hermonville. He was wounded by shrapnel just three hours after landing in
France. Ron also shared his thoughts when interviewed by Charmian in September 2018.

Both these recordings can be heard by following the link:https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/projects/display/101

The National Order of the Legion of Honour (Ordre national de la Légion d'Honneur) was
established by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802. It is France’s highest distinction and is
awarded in recognition of both military and civilian merit.

May meeting
For our May meeting we welcomed Kevin Pulford.
Kevin is Chairman of the Bury Branch of the SFHS and
following our AGM he gave a very comprehensive talk on
Petty Sessions. Very quickly it was evident that reports
from these contain a wealth of information useful to
historians and family historians alike. Many thanks to
Kevin for his knowledgeable presentation.

2019 AGM
Election of Officers and Committee Members
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary / Treasurer
Programmes Secretary
Committee

Brian Thompson
Derek Wright
Charmian Thompson
Rosemary Fletcher
Mick Denley
Richard Hart
Jeanette Key
Joan Key
Ed Morton
Wilma Power
John Singer

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:-

We will be having a presence at the Armed Forces Day event to be held on the Market
Square in Haverhill between 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
This will be a special event for all the community to celebrate the contribution of the
Armed Forces. Stalls, military vehicles, entertainment, music, dancing, marching bands,
parade, flag raising, refreshments, memorabilia and children’s activities are amongst the
activities planned. Why not come along and support this great event?

Ghost Walk
With Mike Wabe
Bury St. Edmunds
7th November at 7.30pm
Feeling brave? Then walk with Mike through the
darkened streets and alleyways and you never
know who, or perhaps what, you may
encounter.
The Ghost Walk lasts approximately 1½ hours.
The route is manageable by wheelchair users and
can be enjoyed by the whole family. Please note that people participating
in the Ghost Walk do so at their own risk and no liability is accepted.
There are no toilet facilities on the Walk route.

Cost:£5.00 Meet in Bury St. Edmunds at 7.15pm
Email brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or call 07808922850
to secure a place

Group Visit to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village and Mildenhall Museum.
On a sunny May day we ventured over to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village to have a look at
the museum, village and the artefacts in the museum which interestingly included some
items from Haverhill and the surrounding area.
Following refreshments in the café we then moved onwards to Mildenhall to visit their
museum and were warmly welcomed by our
hosts, the volunteers
there, who provided us
with tea and coffee
whilst giving us a quick
introduction. Free to
visit, relying entirely on
donations, the museum
highlights the history of
Mildenhall, its treasures
and
people
told
through wonderful displays in their galleries. The displays ranged
from the pre-history room with flints and fossils to the 1950s
community room. There was also an opportunity to discover the mystery of the magnificent
Mildenhall Treasure as well as the key role Mildenhall’s
air base played on the Second World War. And of course
there was also the amazing display of the Lakenheath
Warrior, his horse and artefacts from the grave. A wide
variety of items to look at and with friendly,
knowledgeable volunteers it is certainly well worth a
visit.

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
13 June 19

A Haverhill Festival event
The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside

Tony Kirby

5 July 19

Trip - Much Hadham Forge Museum

Fully Booked

11 July 19

A guided village walk – Balsham

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

19 Sept 19

Trip - Museum of power

Must Book

10 Oct 19
Sat 12 Oct

Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

Mike Wabe
Ourselves

7 Nov 19

Ghost walk with Mike Wabe
Bury St. Edmunds

Must Book

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 19

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

