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OUR NEXT MEETING
A REMINDER THAT OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE VIRTUAL.
Mike Wabe will be presenting ‘Christmas and Ghost
Stories’ via the Zoom Platform.
This will take place on our
normal meeting night, the
12th November 2020 at
7.30pm.
If you wish to watch the
presentation, please email
Andy Kerridge,
membership@suffolkfhs.org.uk

and he will send you a link to join the meeting. Remember
you have to be a SFHS member to apply.
Join now if you are not a member. Just £12 (or £10 for
over 60s) and this includes joint membership.
To attend a "Zoom" meeting, you will need to install Zoom. Do not be put off, it is a simple task.
There are literally hundreds of videos and guides to install and use Zoom.
Here are links to a couple of them:
Zoom installation or How to use Zoom or you can choose one you like using a search engine (such as
Google).

Honorary Life Membership awarded to Alan Bumpstead

I am pleased to announce that our former Chairman, Alan Bumpstead has recently received
Honorary Life Membership of the Suffolk Family History Society.
Sadly, due to the Covid situation this award could not be presented at the AGM so our Vice
Chairman, Andy Kerridge and Patron, Doug Howlett were delighted to be able to travel over
to Haverhill to present Alan with his award.
Doug congratulated Alan and said that it was a great pleasure to be able to give him this welldeserved award on behalf of the Society.
The award recognised Alan’s service to the Society and reads:This Certificate Commemorates Granting
Honorary Life Membership
To
Alan Bumpstead
In appreciation of his many years of continuous service
To the Suffolk Family History Society, with the Haverhill Group and as
Baptism Index Co-ordinator.

On behalf of our Group I would like to personally congratulate Alan. I cannot think of anyone more worthy than him
for all the hard work, commitment and service to the society and of course to our group in Haverhill.
Brian Thompson

100th Anniversary of the unveiling of the
Haverhill War Memorial
After the war, Haverhill created a Peace Committee to decide how to celebrate peace and
remember the men who lost their lives.
• One sub-committee dealt with organising
‘Celebrations’.
• Another dealt with ‘Recognition and Roll of
Honour’.
• The third sub-committee considered a
‘Permanent Memorial’ for the local men who
lost their lives.
After a very careful consideration it was resolved to
divide the funds received into two sections: (1) Celebrations.
(2) recognition of the members of the Forces,
permanent memorial and Roll of Honour.

Haverhill Peace Celebrations Committee
Saturday February 22, 1919
The Recognition and Roll of Honour sub committee recommended that: • Each man who had been recognised as having performed distinguished service
should receive a small present.
• Entertainment and repast should be provided for the disabled and seriously
wounded men.
• A roll of honour containing the names (estimated at 400) of Haverhill men who had
served in the forces of HM Army or Navy during the war should be placed in the
panels of the front wall of the Town Hall.

Adverts appeared asking for the names of men who had joined up from Haverhill. A letter
was published in the local newspaper pointing out that many ‘Haverhill’ men had not enlisted
in Haverhill and questioning whether they should be excluded from the Memorial and Roll of
Honour.

Haverhill Peace Celebrations Committee
Saturday February 22, 1919
The Permanent Memorial sub-committee considered various suggestions which included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The building of a cottage hospital
The provision of a motor ambulance
The endowment of a bed at Addenbrooke’s Hospital
Clock chimes
Memorial cottages
Clock tower
Swimming baths

Estimates had been obtained in connection with each suggestion and after careful
deliberation they came to the decision that the provision of a covered tepid swimming bath
with slipper and shower baths should be recommended.

So what happened to the plans to have swimming baths as a permanent memorial?
It was estimated that a sum of £2,500 to £3000
would be needed for the public baths while
the memorial would cost about £400. The sum
received by subscriptions was insufficient so
the plan for the Baths was abandoned.
It was recommended that a memorial cross
be set up in the cemetery.
The man contracted to build the Memorial Cross was Edward
Coote Green, a marble and stone mason whose business was at
59 High Street.
He had the unenviable task of inscribing the name of his own
son, Frank who was killed in action on 21 September 1918.
The Memorial Cross in Haverhill Cemetery is set upon an
octagonal base on which is recorded the names of the fallen and
inscribed:

‘Faithful until death’
This Cross was erected by the inhabitants of
Haverhill
In memory of those who laid down their
lives
In the Great War 1914 – 1919.
‘Greater love hath no man than this,
That a man lay down his life for his friends.’

The permanent memorial was dedicated and unveiled during an impressive ceremony on
21st November 1920. The final cost of the Memorial Cross was £1250.
At the dedication, Lieut–General Sir Charles Briggs spoke to the large assembled gathering of
town’s people.

“I little thought that some 25 years after my first visit to
Haverhill with my squadron, I should have been honoured to
unveil a memorial here to the fallen heroes of the great world
war.
Had it not been for those who have paid the full cost and for
those who have lived to return and are now amongst us, you
might have been in the same position as poor Belgium and
France.
In unveiling this memorial, I hope and trust that all the young
ones here about will be brought up to revere the dead and to
look up to all the heroes who fought for their country.”

Edward Bellman Rodney Router
Edward Router’s story begins with a WW1 comic postcard he sent to his mother in February 1915. When I
bought it, I loved the sentiment of the picture not realising the tragedy that would unfold in researching the
sender.

Sent to his mother at 12 John Street, Plymouth it reads:
Dear Mother, Just to let you know that I’ve had leave tonight for the first time since leaving Plymouth.
We’re at Newcastle for a few days. We generally stay near Edinburgh Scotland but can’t go ashore. Have
got no stamps and can’t get any. Don’t expect to be home for some time yet. Ed
Edward Bellman Rodney Router was the name given to four generations in the Router family so for ease
they are referred to as I, II, III and IV. The writer of the card was therefore Edward Bellman Rodney Router
IV who was born in Plymouth in 1894 and baptised in Holy Trinity Church, Plymouth on 4th January 1895. He
was the son of Edward Bellman Rodney Router III who had been born on 7th October 1873 and his wife
Emma Jane Rone who had been born in 1865.
Edward Bellman Rodney Router II was born on 8th December 1848 in Plymouth, the son of Royal Naval
Seaman, Edward Bellman Router I (no Rodney) and his wife Mary Ann.
Edward Bellman Router I had been born in Callington Cornwall in 1819 and baptised there on 24 th October
1819. Here was a break in tradition for Edward Bellman Router I’s father was named John. Born in 1795,
John married Jane Skinner in Callington Cornwall on 14 th May 1819. John was the son of Stephen Rowter,
born 1767 and his wife Jennifer Bellman which was obviously where the forename name Bellman arose from.
Edward Bellman Router I’s wife was Plymouth born Mary Ann Reed (born 1817) whom he had married on
13th January 1845 in the Parish Church at East Stonehouse, Devon.
There wasn’t just a link by name but for three of them, I, III and IV there was also a Royal Naval tradition.
In 1844 Edward Bellman Router I was serving on board HMS Albion as an Ordinary Seaman. Four years later
he was an Able Seaman serving on board HMS Eagle and later HMS Bellepheron.
Edward Bellman Router I died on 26th June 1849 and was buried at Charles the Martyr, Plymouth on 1st July.
He was just 29 years old. He had been suffering from cancer of the rectum. His son Edward Bellman Rodney
Router II who had been born on 8th December 1848 was just six months old.

Edward Bellman Rodney Router II was brought up by his widowed mother, Mary, who had found work as a
straw bonnet maker. By 1871, Edward Bellman Rodney Router II had found employment as a printer
compositor - a change from seafaring!

He married Elizabeth Ann Caroline Hosking from Plymouth. They were married at the Parish Church of St
Andrews on 30th October 1872 and had four children, Edward Bellman Rodney Router III, Alfred E A, Bertram
C J and Florence M B.

Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV was born on 9th November 1894, the son of Edward Bellman Rodney
Router III. In 1901 his father was employed as a billiard marker (domestic) but by 1911 both Edward Bellman
Rodney Router IV and his father were absent from the family home at 62 Cambridge Street, Plymouth. They
had both joined the Royal Navy. His mother Emma was now 40 years old and his brother William aged 14
was working as an apprentice shop assistant. Sister Agnes was still at school.

Edward Bellman Rodney Router III‘s service records tell us that he enlisted as a stoker on 1st January 1906
for a period of 12 years. He was 5ft 3ins and had dark brown hair and brown eyes.

After leaving school Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV had found employment as a fitter and turner in a
shipbuilders, however, he was soon to join the Royal Navy. His Naval Service records show that he joined as
a boy artificer on 18th July 1910 serving at HMS Indus. On his 18th birthday, 9th November 1912, he signed on
for 12 years service which was just the beginning of a long career with the Royal Navy. His service records
tell us he taller than his father at 5ft 8ins tall but had the same dark brown hair and brown eyes.

Father and son during World War 1
Both father and son served with the Royal Navy during WW1. The service records for both men lists the ships
on which they served.
From these records we learn that when Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV posted the card to his mother
he was serving on HMS Tiger, a ship he had joined when it was launched in 1913.
HMS Tiger was a battlecruiser of
the Royal Navy and the eleventh
ship to bear that name. Built by
John Brown and Company of
Clydebank, HMS Tiger was the
most
heavily
armoured
battlecruiser of the Royal Navy at
the start of the First World War,
but was, at that time, not yet ready
for service.

Edward Bellman Rodney Router III served on
HMS Defence. HMS Defence was a Minotaurclass armoured cruiser built for the Royal
Navy in the first decade of the 20th century,
the last armoured cruiser built for the Royal
Navy. She was in the Mediterranean when
the First World War began and participated
in the pursuit of the German battlecruiser
SMS Goeben and light cruiser SMS Breslau.

Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV was on board HMS Tiger when she participated in the Battle of Dogger
Bank.
HMS Tiger one of Admiral Beatty’s battle cruisers in this battle on 24th January 1915. She was struck by six
11 and 12 inch shells and one 8.3 inch shell with 10 killed and 11 wounded. The postcard Edward sent to his
mother was dated 3rd February 1915 so it is likely that he sent it while his ship, HMS Tiger was undergoing
necessary repairs in Newcastle.
Four months later, both Tiger and Defence and therefore, father and son, were involved in The Battle of
Jutland, 31st May -1st June 1916, the largest naval battle of the First World War.
Defence was an old armoured cruiser and as such should probably never have been part
of the British battle line. She wasn’t built for such a role.
Involving some 250 ships and 100,000 men, this battle took place off Denmark’s North Sea
coast.
HMS Defence, the flagship of Rear Admiral Sir Robert Arbuthnot was hit by two heavy
salvoes in quick succession, and the Admiral and his flagship disappeared in a roar of
flame. Defence was seen to explode in front of the passing ships of the Grand Fleet. All of her increased wartime complement of 904 men were lost.
Edward Bellman Rodney Router III was one of the 904 men lost. His son on HMS Tiger would most likely
have seen or at least heard his father’s ship explode. One can only imagine his distress.
It is noted on his Naval records that EBRR III was Killed in Action on 31st May 1916. His death was reported
in the Western Morning News on Wednesday 7th June 1916. It also reported that his brother in law, PO
Joseph John Marsh who was married to his sister Florence also perished on HMS Defence. Commemorated
on the Plymouth Naval Memorial this was a double family loss.
On 1 June 1918, Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV married Edith Louise Thomas. They had two sons,
Edward Henry Rodney and Leonard.
On 7 January 1928 he was awarded a long service and good conduct medal. At this time he was serving on
HMS Berwick.
On 8th November 1934 he was pensioned after serving for 28 years. He found employment as a Marine
Engine Fitter and in 1939 he and Edith were living at 32 Craigmore Avenue, Devonport.

World War 2 service
Retirement was short lived with the outbreak of WW2 and Edward found himself back in Naval uniform as
an Engine Room Artificer on board HMS Minster. A former cargo ship built in 1924 for the Southern Railway
Co Ltd, she was hired by the RN as a net layer in 1940.
On 5th June 1944 HMS Minster left Torquay. On the 8th June she was acting as escort for the Mulberry units
heading for Omaha beach. At about mid-day she was in the Seine Bay near the Cardonnet Bank when she
struck a mine. As most of the crew were below decks at mess the majority of the crew were lost. Today the
wreck of the Minster lies close to the wreck of the USS Meredith and in 20 metres of water.
Edward Bellman Rodney Router IV’s body was found and he was buried alongside two colleagues from HMS
Minster in Bayeux War Cemetery.

Who would have realised a postcard bought for it’s comic political message would unfold
such a tragic family story?

Charmian Thompson
Exhibition 2021
All our displays that have a local connection attract a great interest from the Haverhill public.
With this in mind our group’s committee have agreed that we should take photographs of
various headstones (between 20-30) in the Haverhill Cemetery and ask people to do some
research so that we can eventually produce a poster about the person/family. Anyone
wishing to take part can, if they wish, choose a headstone of their own choosing. Would you
be interested in taking part? If we start the project in the next month or so it gives us several
months to do the research so it should not be too onerous and once received, our Secretary
will turn the research into a poster to display.

Click here to read the latest FHF bulletin
Family History Federation October 2020 Bulletin

Something completely different for those
interested in Facebook or Stats.

Here is some information about the Haverhill Family History FB Group.
(As of 28 September 2020)
Members

Did you spot the buildings in last month’s Heritage Quiz?
Here are the answers:-

Haverhill Family History Group
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
12 Nov 20
10 Dec 20

Mistletoe & Myths
On-Line via Zoom Platform

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Mike Wabe
Ourselves

On-Line via Zoom Platform (TBC)

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone Wednesday
01440 848095
to book your place
afternoons,
NEWCOMERS
WELCOME
and
ALL AREAS
help with your
Research at
Haverhill
LibraryCOVERED
2 - 4pm

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

