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NEXT (ZOOM) MEETING

The Story of William Wakeling Boreham
William Wakeling Boreham
was one of the most important,
influential people in Haverhill
during the first half of the
nineteenth century. A J.P.,
Landowner, Brewer and Farmer,
he was also an eminent
astronomer with interest in
archaeology and the arts. He will
best be remembered in Haverhill
for his contribution to the welfare
and education of the young
people of the town.

Listen to his story on Thursday 13th May at 7.30pm. A free talk,
open to members and non-members alike. To join us please register
in advance by clicking here -

Register

If you don’t know who the family
black sheep is, it’s probably you.
Have any of you used these expressions?

Haverhill Family History Group
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Lionel Johns Memorial Cup
Auckland Rose Society

Flt.Nav. Lionel Fairfax Furner Johns
RNZAF RAF, Killed on operations, May 30th 1943

So, who was Lionel Johns, and what is the story
behind this cup?
Born in Wellington on 25th August 1919, he was the
only child of Leslie Lionel Johns and Edith Maud
Johns (nee Furner). Having subsequently moved to
Auckland and now living in Portage Road, New
Lynn, he attended New Lynn Primary followed by
Mt. Albert Grammar School. He participated in a
number of school sports over the years and was
also involved in swimming (including life-saving),
tramping, and target shooting. One subsequent
obituary mentions he was ‘well known in musical
circles and a champion chess player’… although no
details were given.
Photo: Sheree Gare

He later studied accountancy for a year with Hemingway’s Correspondence Schools and prior
to his enlistment he was employed as an accountant by the British General Electric Company,
in Auckland.
Lionel Johns applied for aircrew training as an Air Observer (a combined Navigator and BombAimer role) on 9th December 1940 and went before the medical board in March 1941. His
attestation (including swearing of allegiance) was signed off 28th April 1941, however it was
not until 25th January 1942 that he marched into camp, enlisting with the Initial Training
Wing (ITW) at Levin. Within weeks he relocated as the ITW was moved to Rotorua. His
service number was NZ42298.
On 5th April he embarked for Canada to train as an Air Observer under the Empire Air Training
Scheme. There he began training on 10th May at No.4 Air Observer’s School in London,
Ontario, where he moved into the more specific Navigator role. He was awarded his
Navigator’s badge and promoted to the rank of Sergeant on 11th of September. Later that
month he embarked for the United Kingdom, reporting to No.3 Personnel Centre,
Bournemouth, on 9th October.

On 27th October 1942 Sgt. Johns was posted to No.9 (Observer) Advanced Flying Unit at
Penrhos, Caernarvonshire (Wales) for a course. Upon completion, he proceeded in early
January 1943 to No.11 Operational Training Unit at Oakley, Buckinghamshire, to train on the
twin-engine Vickers Wellington, a medium bomber aircraft. On 1st April 1943, he was posted
to No.1657 Conversion Unit at Stradishall, Suffolk, where he then trained on the Short
Stirling, a four-engine heavy bomber.
Finally, on 30th April he was posted to No.90 Squadron, based at Ridgewell, Essex, to become
an operational Navigator on Stirling bomber aircraft. His role would be to ensure he knew
the aircraft location at all times in flight and to provide the pilot with the necessary headings
to enable him to remain on course to be over the target at the required time, then get home
again.
On his first operational flight Sgt. Johns was the navigator on Stirling EF397 (WP-K) which
took off at 11.10pm on the 29th May from Ridgewell airbase for a night bombing mission
over Wuppertal, in the west of Germany. The crew on board for this operation were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pilot: Pilot Officer Edward A. Norton – Royal Air Force
Navigator: Sergeant Lionel F.F. Johns – Royal New Zealand Air Force
Wireless Operator: Sergeant William C. Beck – Royal Air Force
Air Bomber: Flying Officer John V. Gustofson - Royal New Zealand Air Force
Rear Gunner: Sergeant George A.F. Johnston - Royal Air Force
Flight Engineer: Sergeant Edward G. Brooke - Royal Air Force
Mid/Upper Gunner: Sergeant Gordon C.A. Bradshaw - Royal Air Force

On returning, the aircraft was diverted to Stradishall, Suffolk, as another aircraft had burst a
tyre on landing and was blocking the runway at Ridgewell. Around 4.30am their aircraft
reached Stradishall where low cloud forced the pilot to fly as low as 200ft before receiving
permission to land.
The pilot then circled to the north of the airbase at low-level in
order to line-up an approach for landing and during this
manoeuvre, the port (left) wing-tip hit the ground, resulting in
the aircraft impacting the ground approximately 2.5 miles north
of Stradishall airbase.
Six of the seven crew were killed instantly including Sgt. Johns.
Incredibly the Mid/Upper Gunner (Sgt. Bradshaw) survived the
crash with only minor injuries, however he was killed in action
over Germany on 23rd September that year and is buried in the
Hanover War Cemetery, which is now administered by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Photo: with permission of NZ War Graves Trust
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/

At the age of only 23, Sgt. Johns was buried with full military honours in the Haverhill
Cemetery, Suffolk, along with two others of his crew - including New Zealander Flying Officer
Gustofson
His parents presented the cup to the Society in 1957. It was agreed that it would be awarded
for ‘Champion Bloom of the Show’ (now known as the ‘Queen of the Show’). It was first
awarded that year to Mrs I. B. McCaw on the 23rd November at a garden party held at the
Remuera home of Mr & Mrs Steen (he was Honorary Auditor at the time and she is of course
the world-renowned rosarian Nancy Steen, also an accomplished artist).
In 1968 a new cup, the Founders Cup, was presented to the Society which would replace the
Lionel Johns Memorial Cup in that category and the latter is now awarded for the ‘Champion
Exhibition Bloom of the show’. The current holder of the cup is new member Sheree Gare of
Ohaupo, Waikato, who won it for an outstanding example of ‘Racy Lady’.
Interestingly, the 1968 AGM minutes reported the cup had been ‘damaged in transit’ and
that the committee was to look at repairs. No details of the damage were given.
There isn’t a great deal of information about Lionel Johns’ parents however we do know that
they were English born, both growing up in the Dulwich area of London. Leslie Johns is listed
as being a member at the time of the Society’s formation in 1945 and he served as a member
of the executive committee 1958 -1960.
During the 1959 Convention there was a garden visit to their garden in Portage Road, New
Lynn, which was described in society records with the comment ‘one could describe it as a
memorial garden’. Although no details are given, it would appear his parents were
understandably keen to keep the memory of their only child alive through the wonderful
medium of roses, something they were clearly passionate about.
In 1970 the Society celebrated its 25th Anniversary. Records show Leslie Johns was no longer
listed as a member. Searches of Auckland cemetery records show Edith died in 1979 and
Leslie in 1982… both were in their 80’s. Their Portage Road address has long been covered
in commercial premises so any trace of their garden will be long gone.
The Auckland Museum holds a collection, donated by his parents, of letters from the period
he was on active service. Lionel was a prolific letter writer and there are just over 100 letters
in the collection written by both Lionel and his parents.
When viewing the letters, it was discovered a small number of envelopes, addressed from
his parents to Lionel, contained pressed leaf material. They could be specimens from the
family garden... imagine the biosecurity implications of that today!
In a letter written 6 days before his death he describes having time on leave with his girlfriend
and their visit to Kew Gardens, the description of which he concludes to his parents with the
comment ‘…Kew Gardens has nothing on our place’ - a rather big call one would have to say!

Not long before he died Lionel had posted gardening books home to his parents. The letters
also mention the family garden a lot, describing a large garden with numerous vegetables &
flower plantings, along with what sounds like a fairly decent sized oak tree.
The letters show they were a very close family and their garden was obviously a great source
of pride and inspiration to the family. In the years after Lionel’s death it was no doubt also a
source of strength and comfort for the parents as they dealt with their grief. It does seem
however, from reading the letters, to have been very much ‘Dads garden’.

Sergeant Lionel Fairfax Furner Johns,
NZ42298, Royal New Zealand Air Force
25th August 1919 – 30th May 1943

Photo: NZ Weekly News 1943 (with permission of RNZAF Museum, Christchurch)

Several people have asked the question ‘How do you organise your family history
information?’. Well, there is no right or wrong way, whatever suits you best is probably the
best method. If you need a help starting, I thought this was a useful article taken from the
internet ‘Family History is Fun’ by Bob Craig.

A little organization lets you know what information you have, where it came from, and
where it is — thus, keeping you smiling and happy.
While there’s no reason (except for your future sanity) that you can’t keep everything in piles
or toss it into a cardboard box — you’ll eventually want to have some kind of simple system
for organizing your pedigree charts, family group sheets, research logs, documents, notes,
and research helps — so you can easily find them when you need them.
The goal here is to be able to find any bit of family data you’ve gathered…within seconds!

There are 5 parts to getting organized. It’s easy and simple. Here’s what to do:
a) Gather — Get Your Family History Stuff gathered together into one place (in a box or on
a table).
b) File Folders — Set Up Some File Folders to sort your gathered pile of family history stuff
into.
c) Sort — Place Your Gathered Family History Stuff into the right file folders.
d) Computer — Enter Your Family Information Into A Computer. If you don’t have one,
computers (and help) are available in all the ward buildings.

Your “organized” system should be:
•

Simple to set up.

•

Simple to maintain.

•

Flexible.

•

Understandable for future generations.

Your system should also let you quickly and easily:

Step a – Gather Your Family History Stuff
Look around the house and gather up any
documents, photos, etc. that might contain family
history information.
In various places around your house — in
cupboards, files, storage — you’ve probably got a lot
of family history materials. You want to get these all
gathered up into one place so you can eventually
sort them into appropriate file folders.

Gather all your family history stuff together into one place.
•

Place it all on a table or in a few boxes.

This will include all of the following that you can find:
•

Pedigree charts and family group sheets.

•

Birth records, Marriage records, Death records.

•

Obituaries, wills, newspaper articles, etc.

•

Old photos and Books about your family.

•

Research notes.

•

Letters about your ancestors (or that are family history related).

•

Emails that are family history related (print them and add them to the pile).

Now that you’ve got a big pile of family history stuff — your next step is to set up a simple
file folder system. Then you’ll take this big pile of stuff and quickly sort it into the proper file
folders. Once that’s done you’ll know exactly what information you have on each ancestor,
and what you still need to find. So, start smiling!—because when you’re done you’re really
going to be pleased with yourself (but, of course, beware of pride).
.

Step b – Set Up Your File Folders

Set up some simple file folders for your
family history — you’ll be glad you did!
This fellow chose yellow folders, but since
it’s your family history you can choose
any color you want. Now isn’t that exciting!

When you first start researching your family history, you might be able to keep everything
straight in your mind — but, that won’t last for long.
When you start interviewing older relatives, doing research at the Family History Centre,
looking things up on the Internet, writing letters, sending emails, or even visiting libraries,
archives and courthouses — you’ll quickly reach the point of information overload. That’s
why we recommend setting up some simple file folders for all your family history stuff.

There’s no right or wrong way,
only whatever works best for
you. However, it’s usually
easiest to keep everything about
an individual family in a single
file folder (so it’s not spread
between numerous folders and
binders).
Then, once you’ve got your file
folders set up, start going
through that big pile of family
history stuff you’ve got on your
table. Sort it into each family’s
folder. Once that’s done, you’re
ready for your next big step
towards family history nirvana!
Note: you can keep your file folders in a rack, a file cabinet, a plastic tub, a cardboard
box…or whatever you’d like.

Step c – Sort Your Stuff Into The File Folders

As you go through your pile or box of collected
family history information, you’ll sort through
it and place everything into the proper folder.
Each file folder will eventually contain all the
information you have on each husband and
wife and their children.

This step might take a little time. But it’s important to persevere and get this done.
Once you’ve finished this, then everything you know about each of your ancestors will all be
collected in a single file folder. Then you’ll be able to easily evaluate the information you
have and know what information you still might need. And it will make entering the family
information into the computer extremely easy.

If you have books that contain family information, copy the pages that pertain to each
individual and drop it into the right file folder (and don’t forget to include a note on the copies
listing the name of the book they were copied from).
All the children’s records stay in the parent’s file folder — except your direct line ancestors
— their records are kept in their own file folders.
Keep all the logs, checklists, documents, notes, printouts, old photos, etc. you have on
that husband, wife and their children in their file folder. If the parents never married, they
still get a folder together.
Records that cross generations (for example, that pertain to both a father and a son) can be
copied and placed in both the father’s and the son’s file folders, or a note can be placed in
one of the folders to refer you to the folder where the original is placed.

What the contents of your file folders might ultimately look like:

It’s surprising what you might find after
you’ve gathered, sorted and placed into
file folders the information you have
about your family. You need to
summarize this information into a
format that’s easy to refer to and easy to
update — and so you can complete the
temple work for your ancestors and their
families.

Step d - Enter Your Family Info Into A Computer:
Whether you do so and whatever software package you care to use is a personal choice. I
would suggest that most Family Historians record their information on a computer.

For more information from the website visit: Family History Is Fun. There are obviously many
other websites and social media groups offering guidance. If you have any ideas you would
like to share please send to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Suffolk Family History Society News
For members of the Suffolk Family History Society: -

Saturday 8th May 2021 at 12:00 Noon
A Directory of Suffolk Millers 1086-1986 with Eileen
Blythe
Eileen has produced and published, after extensive
research, a book on this fascinating topic. Eileen
outlines what she found out.
It is surprising how many windmills there once were
across Suffolk. Perhaps a miller, (of whatever
name), was one of your ancestors!

Non-members can access this particular talk on payment of a fee of £3.00
Contact Chairman@suffolkfhs.org.uk for information on how to do this or becoming a
member of the society.
A registration link will be emailed to members about three weeks before the event and a
reminder will also be sent a few days before the talk.

Haverhill Family History Group
2021 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 23 Jan 2021
FREE EVENT

OPEN DAY - HOW TO CLIMB YOUR FAMILY TREE
Zoom presentation for those starting out in Family History 3pm

Ourselves

11 Feb 2021
FREE EVENT

Nursery Rhymes
They are not all what they seem!
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

11 Mar 2021
FREE EVENT

Innkeepers and Gamekeepers: Tracing My Wandering Ancestors
Zoom presentation

Kate Hurst

The Historic Bells of Old London Town
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

13 May 2021
FREE EVENT

The Story of William Wakeling Boreham
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

10 June 21

A Haverhill Festival event
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs (TBC)

8 Apr 2021
FREE EVENT

Norman
Jacobs

July 2021

Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon (TBC)

Must Book

July 2021

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

9 Sept 2021

TBC

17 Sept 2021

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 21

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm (TBC)

14 Oct 2021

The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

11 Nov 2021

TBC

9 Dec 2021

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves
Charlie
Haylock

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
Wednesday afternoons,

telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

NEWCOMERS
WELCOME
andFURTHER
ALL AREAS
COVERED
CANCELLED
UNTIL
NOTICE

