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The start of a new year gives us new hope that before long we might all meet up at our
regular monthly meetings, take part in various events, including our trips and village walks.
Our 2020 exhibition, ‘Who Lived Here’ was also put on hold but hopefully we will be able
to display this at some point during 2021. Although it may seem that getting back to some
sort of normality is a long way away off at the moment I can assure you that arrangements
are being made so that when we get the go ahead to resume we will do so as soon as
possible.
In the meantime, we will be holding our normal January Open Day on the Zoom platform.
The theme will be ‘HOW TO CLIMB YOUR FAMILY TREE’. Charmian, our Secretary is the
presenter and will be open to everyone to attend although primarily we are trying to
encourage beginners to the world of family and social history. Further details later in this
newsletter.
In the short-term ideas are being considered for further presentations to take place on the
Zoom platform in place of our normal monthly meetings. The first will take place in
February, an interesting insight to some well know nursery rhymes. If you have any other
suggestions, please contact me on brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

We were pleased to be able to host our annual fun Christmas quiz on the Zoom
platform just prior to Christmas. Sadly, not quite the same as being in the hall, I
hope that those who attended enjoyed the evening. Many thanks to all those
from the Haverhill Group that joined in the fun and in particular our friends
from the Bury and Sudbury groups who also supported the event. More than
anything it was nice to hear the 'banter' again. Although it was just a bit of
fun the winners were Paula and Quillon Fox scoring 89 points out of a
possible 110 with Bryan Good, being the ‘strongest’ person holding
everybody up, winning the wooden spoon. Well done to everyone.

DID YOU KNOW?
Most historians believe Babylonians were the first to make New Year's resolutions as we do
today, although this famed ancient city held its New Year celebration in March, not January,
in accordance with an agricultural year. The Babylonians planted new crops in mid-March
each year and observed the occasion with a massive 12-day party called Akitu.

What does “Auld Lang Syne” mean, and why do we sing the song at midnight
on New Year’s Eve?
“Auld Lang Syne,” the title of a Scottish folk song that many English speakers sing at the
stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve, roughly translates to “days gone by.” The poet Robert
Burns is credited with transcribing, adapting and partially rewriting it in the late 18th century.
Its lyrics, which rhetorically ask whether “auld acquaintance” should “be forgot,” have been
interpreted as a call to remember friends and experiences from the past.

Who made January 1 the first day of the year?
Throughout antiquity, civilizations around the world developed increasingly sophisticated
calendars, typically pinning the first day of the year to an agricultural or astronomical event.
In Egypt, for instance, the year began with the annual flooding of the Nile, which coincided
with the rising of the star Sirius. The first day of the Chinese New Year, meanwhile, occurred
with the second new moon after the winter solstice.
In ancient Rome, the original calendar consisted of 10 months and 304 days, with each new
year beginning at the vernal equinox; according to tradition, it was created by Romulus, the
founder of Rome, in the eighth century B.C.
Over the centuries, the calendar fell out of sync with the sun, and in 46 B.C. Julius
Caesar decided to solve the problem by consulting with the most prominent astronomers
and mathematicians of his time. He introduced the Julian calendar, which closely resembles
the more modern Gregorian calendar that most countries around the world use today. As
part of his reform, Caesar established January 1 as the first day of the year, partly to honour
the month’s namesake: Janus, the Roman god of beginnings, whose two faces allowed him
to look back into the past and forward into the future.
In medieval Europe, Christian leaders replaced January 1 as the first of the year with days
carrying more religious significance, such as December 25 (the anniversary of Jesus’ birth)
and March 25 (the Feast of the Annunciation). Pope Gregory XIII re-established January 1 as
New Year’s Day in 1582.

HOW TO CLIMB YOUR FAMILY TREE
Saturday 23rd Jan 2021 at 3pm
If you are just starting out or perhaps you
need a bit of inspiration, why not join this on
line presentation via the Zoom Platform.

Email me on brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk for the
link to join which will be emailed back a
couple of days before the event.

To attend a "Zoom" meeting, you will need to
install Zoom on your computer, tablet or mobile device. Do not be put off, it is a simple
task.
There are literally hundreds of videos and guides to install and use Zoom. Here are links to
a couple of them:
Zoom installation or How to use Zoom

DEATH FROM ANTHRAX
By Barry Young
In November 1905 the death of Elizabeth
Fenn, 37, widow of 15, Eden Road,
Haverhill, took place. Her occupation had
been that of a hair-drawer, a home worker
employed by Gurteens.
Elizabeth Woolard Jarmyn married Ezer Alfred Fenn 1891
in Glemsford, Suffolk. After the wedding they left the
church to a full peal of bells. In October the same year the
Suffolk Industrial & Natural History Exhibition was held in the Public Hall, Ipswich, among the
exhibitors were Mat Makers – in the category of Six Fibre Mats with wool borders, the first
prize worth £1.10s was won by Ezer Alfred Fenn of
Haverhill.
They went on to have four children, Effie Sylvia 1892,
Elsie May 1894, Ernest William 1895 and Ezer.
Unfortunately, Ezer never knew his father as Ezer
Senior died 1897 aged just 29 years.
The Inquest of Elizabeth Fenn took place at the Haverhill Police Station under Mr. C.J.Gross,
Deputy-Coroner and the first witness was Charlotte Jermyn, widow, who stated the deceased
was her daughter and they both lived at the same address. She went on to explain that the
hair was sent to her daughter by the factory and was worked on in a ‘shop’ in the garden,
and on the Saturday she noticed a pimple on the right side of the daughter’s jaw, and as she
had not been feeling well lately advised a visit to the doctor.
On Monday Elizabeth saw Dr. Goodman (Left) who examined the pimple
and gave antiseptic ointment, later the same day he saw the deceased
again who had complained of swelling under the pimple, he touched it
with caustic and gave medicine. Dr. Goodman was called out again at 3
a.m Tuesday morning to find the deceased had been vomiting and
unconscious, her neck was very swollen and gave the appearance of
anthrax. Death took place just before seven on Tuesday morning, the cause given as anthrax
and septicaemia, this was the first case the doctor knew of in Haverhill.
Mr. F.D.Unwin (Right), manager at Gurteens said the deceased had been
employed by the company as a hair-drawer for about 14 years and
worked from home, the hair supplied was horse hair from China, and
arrived half-drawn and disinfected. The company had handled hundreds
of tons of hair and this was the first case of its kind they had known.

He also stated that the company knew nothing of the case until after the death, had it
occurred on their premises the pimple would have been cut out and a serum obtained from
the Home Office which he understood was very good and had been used in other cases
around the country.
Various questions were asked of Mr. Unwin and the doctor as to the possible contamination
of hair from abroad, and what precautions could be taken. The Deputy-Coroner then asked
the Jury to consider the verdict of natural causes or accidental death of Elizabeth Fenn, after
deliberating in camera and upon the re-admittance of the public, the Jury returned a verdict
‘That death was caused by anthrax, and accidently caused’.
Mr. Jabez Gurteen added that his company regretted this unfortunate occurrence and deeply
sympathised with those left behind, they would take care that the children would be looked
after and employment would be found for them when they were able to work.
The 1901 Census shows us that Effie Sylvia, her daughter, was living with her Grandmother
in Glemsford while attending the local school in which she started 1st February 1899, and left
2nd December 1901. The same year Census states that Elizabeth and the remaining 3 children
were living at 15, Eden Road, Haverhill. The 1911 Census sees the children back together in
Haverhill with Charlotte the Grandmother as head. Effie is a Jacket Machinist, as is Elsie,
Ernest is a Hair-Drawer and Ezer is an Errand Boy.
Grandmother Charlotte Jermyn died in 1919 aged 78 and was buried in the Haverhill
Cemetery 18th September, by this time the family had grown up and were making their own
way in life. Effie Sylvia was in London working as a Maid in Kings Cross, and at some point
had been proposed to and decided to get married, the only problem was her fiancé was in
Australia so it was decided that she would make the journey.

Effie departed London docks 28th August 1923
aboard the ‘Esperance Bay’ and arrived in
Queensland 12th October 1923, marrying William
John Kellas in Queensland 15th October 1923, just
three days later!

The next 16 years were spent in Australia, but by 1939 the family had moved back to England
and the Electoral Register for that year shows they were living in Wandsworth, South London.
Effie died 25th March 1954.
Elsie May also moved to London and on April 17th 1920 married Percy Douglas Cockle in
Somers Town, St. Pancras. The 1939 Register shows them living at Eversholt Street with son
Douglas, Percy is a Hotel Porter. Electoral Registers from 1949 to 1951 gives the address for

the family as 48, Camden Street, St. Pancras. Elsie May out lived her husband by 18 years and
died 28th March 1968, still living in North London.
Ernest William was another member of the family to move to London, and in 1926 married
Johanna Horgan in Shoreditch.
1939 Register informs that Ernest along with Johanna had a son Ernest who was born 23rd
October 1929. Ernest William was employed as a Wholesale Drapery Porter, and the family
lived at 17, Sibton Road, Carsholton, Surrey. Ernest William died March 1973 in Sutton.
Ezer Alfred the youngest of the family stayed local to Haverhill, he joined the Middlesex
Regiment 22nd May 1916 giving his occupation as Tailors Cutter, and his sister Effie as next of
kin. During his service Ezer was transferred to various regiments including the 5th London
Regiment at Blackdown, finally being demobbed 25th October 1919.
In July 1920 he married Violet H. Beavis in Haverhill, and once again the 1939 Register gives
information on the family. Ezer is employed as a Band Knife Cutter and he and Violet live at
14, Clements Lane, Haverhill. Ezer died 25th May 1963 in the Walnut Tree Hospital, Sudbury,
leaving a widow.
In spite of being made orphans by tragic events, these children seem to have had a full and
hopefully happy life.
Resources:
1881, 1901, 1911 Census Returns
1939 Register
The Evening Star & Daily Herald 1905
Suffolk & Essex Free Press 1891
School Admission records 1899
Passenger Lists 1923
Australian Marriages 1923
Will Probate
Free BMD
Find my Past
Ancestry

My thanks to Barry for this interesting article. Do you have a story you would
like to share in our newsletter? If so, please forward to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit
the Suffolk Family History Society web site.
Both will give up to date information on all
our events this year.

Haverhill Family History Group
Suffolk Family History
Society Website

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 23 Jan 2021
FREE EVENT

OPEN DAY
Zoom presentation for those starting out in Family History 3pm

Ourselves

11 Feb 2021
FREE EVENT

Nursery Rhymes
They are not all what they seem!
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times (TBC)

Peter Layzell

11 Mar 2021
8 Apr 2021
13 May 2021
May 2021

10 June 21

AGM (TBC)

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre TBC)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs

Norman
Jacobs

July 2021

Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon (TBC)

Must Book

July 2021

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

17 Sept 2021

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

9 Sept 2021

Sat 18 Sept 21

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm (TBC)

Ourselves

14 Oct 2021
11 Nov 2021
9 Dec 2021

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Wednesday afternoons,
Guided use of the Internet, especially
for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

