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Frolic, Fervour & Fornication
An alternative history of Suffolk
Tales of places, events, and above all, some very odd
people, showing this county in ways you wouldn’t believe!

Pip Wright
14 November 7.30pm, Haverhill Old Independent Church Hall.
Everyone welcome

Mills – Employers and Employees’
Haverhill Family History Group Exhibition 2019
‘Chauntry

Fifty invited guests came to the opening night of the 2019
exhibition. Amongst the guest were Doug Howlett, Patron of the
Suffolk Family History Society, several members of the Haverhill
Town Council, John Burns, Mayor of Haverhill who officially
opened the exhibition together with members of our group.
Guest of honour were Mr & Mrs Gurteen and Charles Gurteen.
Chairman, Brian Thompson, in his opening remarks thanked
everyone who helped in the research and in particular to
Christopher Gurteen for allowing us to display some of his
personal artefacts from Chauntry Mill in the Local History
Centre.
Brian also, on behalf of Rose Hubbuck, presented a painting to Christopher of Caroline, the steam engine at the
Mill. Rose can be seen here with Christopher and the painting which was on display throughout the month of
October.

Beth’s mother has three daughters. One is called Lara, the
other one is Sara. What is the name of the third daughter?
(Answer at the end of the newsletter)

Still a few places left on the
Ghost Walk
7th November in Bury St. Edmunds at 7.30pm with Mike Wabe.
JUST £5.00 FOR A GREAT EVENINGS’ ENTERTAINMENT.

The Walk lasts about 90 minutes (sometimes
a little longer depending on how well the
group keeps together and the pace they move)
and is about a mile and a quarter. BE
WARNED some of the stories are a tad
gruesome as you might expect!
To secure a place email brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk or call 07808922850

Some things are meant to happen
I can remember being at the Family History Remembrance event last year when the moving story of the Haverhill
underage WW1 servicemen was talked about and being incredibly moved by their bravery and also by their
mothers fight to get them back from the trenches.
Last week I had a message from one of my Twitter followers from Ely who knew that I had a real interest in Military
and Haverhill History.

“Tony, I am selling some of my Medal collection, I have a set of medals to
a Haverhill lad called John Ives that fought in France with the Suffolks, he
was underage and his mother got him back from the Army, I will give you
first refusal if you would like them.”

I immediately said that I would have them. It then
dawned on me that they could be from one of
the lads that was mentioned at the talk, I contacted Charmian and she confirmed that John Ives was one of the
lads. Not only that the Family History Group had a photo of John Ives. Sometimes things are meant to happen!

Tony Brown

Haverhill’s underage volunteers
When war was declared in 1914, the British Army had 700,000 available men. Germany’s army was nearly
4 million strong. When a campaign for volunteers was launched, thousands answered the call to fight.
Among them were a quarter of a million boys and young men under the age of 19.
Official government policy was that although you could sign up at 18, no-one under 19 could fight
overseas. At this time many people didn’t have birth certificates, so it was easy to lie about your age. It
didn’t help that recruitment officers were paid two shillings and sixpence (about £6 in today’s money) for
each new recruit, and would often turn a blind eye to any concern they may have had about age.
The rule of thumb seemed to be that if a volunteer wanted to fight for his country and was physically fit
enough to do so, then why stop him?
For many, the experience of the war for those who were underage was no different to that of the adults
they served alongside. It's estimated that around half of those who fought on the front line were wounded,
died or taken prisoner.
Haverhill provided some underage soldiers who served at the front line. We know that two of them may
well have been saved by their mothers.
The first was Edward Philip Basham who was born in January 1899 and grew up at 56 Primrose Hill.
Edward was sixteen years old when he joined up in February 1915. He added three years to his real age
and said he was employed as a printer. He was mobilised almost immediately and by June, when he was
just 16 years and 5 months old, he was in the trenches in France. While at the front Edward wrote letters
to his mother. Here are some extracts from two of his letters.

Just received your excellent parcel, also the Echo. You will have read of our attacks and victory along the
entire Front. Our Brigade succeeded in occupying a farm and ridge, but the few of us who were left were
unable to hold our position.
The bombardment and charge was hell. When the word ‘charge’ was sounded, away we went over the
parapet, not stopping until we reached the second line of trenches. There was nobody to lead us but on we
went until we saw the spiked helmets of the enemy.
We held the trenches for a few hours but their artillery and bombs absolutely cut up the remainder of us.
Only a few escaped and I am one of the lucky ones.
The next night we set out over our parapet with barbed wire, staples and trestles etc. to wire around a
crater that was in front of our firing line. When several yards of entanglements had been completed we saw
the Germans crawling towards us trying to surround us.
We realised we had fallen into a German Trench. They opened point blank rapid fire on us, bowling us over
like ninepins. I owe my life to the smoke helmet which I was carrying. An explosive bullet struck me with a
flash, smashing my helmet to bits. The rim on the helmet’s goggles sent the bullet flying off me otherwise it
would have gone straight into my heart.
How I got back to our trenches, God only knows.
I have been in the trenches again, and the condition of them is really terrible. We are up to our waists in
mud and water.
The enemy have shelled us a lot recently. It would have been all over for my chums and me if any of the
shells had landed near our dug out as it was full of bombs.
I’m a bomber and we are very busy now that it is getting so misty and foggy. We go patrolling in front of
our lines creeping up to the enemy trenches to throw bombs amongst them.
It is very dangerous work; our chaps call us the ‘Suicide Club’. It is very exciting as we might come across a
German bombing party at any time and then we have a bombing duel. I have been in several duels.
One imagines that receiving letters like these prompted Edward’s mother to write the following letter on
24th November 1915:
Dear Sirs
I feel it is my duty as a mother to write to you with regards my son (the only one) Edward P Basham who
enlisted on the early part of February in the 5th Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry giving his age 19 but he
was only 16.
He went out to France on the 8th June. I should have stated his age to you at the time but he begged me
not to for he was very anxious to do his bit for his country but I feel he is too young to be in the trenches so I
am asking if you could remove him to some other occupation other than the firing line and oblige an
anxious mother.
I am enclosing his birth certificate trusting you will kindly return it as soon as possible.
I am yours truly,
Mrs Basham
The army responded with a letter to Edward’s battalion informing them of his real age and he was relieved
of his duties in France on 15th January 1916 after 7 months of action in the front lines. He served at home
until the 6th February 1918 when he was posted to Salonica.
He returned home in April 1919 and was discharged the following year. He eventually married and settled
in Tottenham. During the 2nd World War Edward was a member of the Air Raid Precautions Demolition
and Rescue Team.

John Ives, seated left in the photograph, was born in June 1898, the son of Stephen Ives and Jane nee
Mayes and was brought up in Croft Row with his older sister Elsie.
He also added three years to his real age when he
enlisted in September 1914 having celebrated his 16th
birthday just 3 months before. He stated that he was
employed as a farm labourer.
John was posted to France, embarking at Folkestone on
14th August 1915 and saw action with the 8th Battalion,
Suffolk Regiment.
Perhaps his mother had heard about Edward Basham’s
return from the trenches, for on 4th July 1916, 11 months
after he left for the front line, she too wrote to the army.
Sir,
I would draw your attention to the fact that my son,
Private John Ives is now in the trenches in France and as
his age is only 18 years (6th June 1916), permit me to ask
for your kind consideration that he may be released from
this position until he reaches the age of 19 years according
to the statement made in the House of Commons.
My husband is now serving with the ASC in France and I
am left alone. Hoping for your favourable reply. Believe
me Sir.
Yours faithfully
Jane Ives
After providing his birth certificate, John was posted back to England on 22nd October 1916, some 14
months after leaving for France.
John was stationed at home until returning to France in June 1917. He was demobilised in 1919 and in
1923 he married Ethel Mayes.

Another underage recruit from Haverhill was not so fortunate.
Reginald James Morley, who enlisted on the 27th of May 1915 when
he was just 15¾ years of age, was well below the required minimum
age of 18.
He was the youngest of the three sons of baker Arthur Morley and his
wife Mary and grew up in the family home at 10, Withersfield Road.
Reginald joined the 5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment which was
deployed as a defence force at home but sometime after the 1st of
March 1917 he was transferred to the 2nd Battalion Essex Regiment
and it was with them that he saw action in France. In early 1918 this
Battalion was involved in the defence of a strategic canal, near the
French-Belgian border.

The battalion’s hand written war diary mentions that the position they were
defending in May 1918 was very exposed, often with very shallow trenches.
They were subjected to gas and artillery attacks and responded with their
own.
On the 27th of May, Reginald was on the front line where they were laying
barbed-wire and digging to make the trench line continuous.
The diary entry for the 29th of May records that a full moon was making
operations difficult. Reginald, aged 18 years, was killed in action on this
day.
He was buried at the nearby Mont-Bernanchon British Cemetery, Pas-deCalais.
The inscription at the bottom of the gravestone which reads: “Peace,
perfect peace, with loved ones faraway” was added by Reginald’s parents.

Sunday 10th November - Remembrance Service
organised by Royal British Legion and Haverhill Town Council.
Parade starts from Arts Centre car park to war memorial in the
Cemetery where service & wreath laying will take place at
11am. Following the service the parade will pass back to High
Street where a salute will take place on Market Square.
Monday 11th November - Remembrance Day
organised by Royal British Legion.
Short commemoration event outside the front of St. Mary's
Church in the High Street at 11am.

October Open Day at Haverhill Library
The open day this year was moved to October to co-incide with the Suffolk Libraries
day and although not one of our busiest open days, and I blame the awful weather for
that, we still had a succesful day. It is always a pleasure meeting members of the
public, all who have a nice
story to tell and to be able
to help them move forward
with their family history
research. I must thank all
our group members who gave
up their time and Karen
Young,
a
proffessional
geneologist who joined in,
not forgetting of course the
staff at the library who were
always on hand with a smile
attending to our needs.

Karen Young, here on the left helping a
visitor to the open day. Visit her website
at www.karenyounggenealogy.co.uk

Always a pleasure to have a chat with our Town Mayor, John Burns, pictured
here who came along to support our Open Day and the activities at the library.

Mills – Employers and Employees’
Haverhill Family History Group Exhibition 2019
and visit by St. Felix School
‘Chauntry

It has been nice to see many people visit the Arts Centre to see the displays and the
many nice comments have been appreciated. I should thank everyone who has been
involved, they all should feel very proud to have taken part in this extremely successful
exhibition. This of course also includes those who helped at the school workshops. It is
always a pleasure to work with St. Felix School and we were pleased to have hosted
three sessions at the Arts Centre working with over 90 students and their
accompanying adults from the school. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves learning
about the Victorian way of life, working at Chauntry Mills and taking part in activities
such as weaving, dating old photographs, a form of ‘Call my Bluff’, learning a song,
looking at the artefacts and posters. Each student sent a letter thanking us for the
experience, some extracts of which are below.

Workshop with New Cangle Community Primary School
As part of their local history studies we were invited to spend a day with Year
6 pupils at the New Cangle School where the students learnt the fate of two
brothers Christopher and Francis Willis. They were told how their early life
was spent in the workhouse following the death of their mother after Francis
was born and how they eventually ended up working in Chauntry Mills.
Students learnt about conditions in a workhouse and after watching a clip
from Charles Dickens ‘Oliver Twist’ they were invited to taste some ‘gruel’,
which to our amazement, they all wanted to try! Following this sustenance
they all had to do some oakum picking, just one of the mundane jobs
completed by the inmates. They then went on to hear about life in Victorian
Haverhill and the part that Chauntry Mills played in providing employment for
the majority of the people in the town. In the afternoon the students had the
chance to try their hand at some weaving alongside parents who had been
invited to join the class. Richard Hart also came along to teach them ‘The
Weaving Song’ and the day finished with the class performing this to the
parents. Another great day with some great students. Well done to them all for
taking part in all the activities.

Witches and Witch Hunting with
Mike Wabe
Our recent meeting, which was a joint meeting with our
friends from the Local History Group, saw another
good turnout. This time to listen to Mike Wabe who
paid his second visit to Haverhill this year. Yet another
entertaining evening, Mike told us about witch hunting
in East Anglia and the exploits of the Witch Finder
General, Matthew Hopkins. Mike had previously
visited us earlier in the year when he spoke of his
role as Town Crier. This obviously inspired member
Rose Hubbuck who after the event painted a great
picture of Mike in his livery in the Church Hall and
was pleased to be able to present it to him as a
gift on the night.

Haverhill Family History Group

Haverhill Family History Group

2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 19

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

Sat 25 Jan 20
(TBC)

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

13 Feb 20

Tales from the Bench

12 Mar 20

More to it than brick
The history and geology of brick making

Peter Minter

9 Apr 20

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times

Peter Layzell

14 May 20

AGM
The Burston School Strike – The longest school strike in
English History

Bryan
Thurlow

May 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

11 June 20
July 20
July 20

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre TBC)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs
Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon
A guided village walk – TBC

Answer:- Beth

Ourselves
Graham
Higgins

Norman
Jacobs
Must Book
Must Book

