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Next Meeting
At the moment it is not clear when we will be able to hold our
monthly meetings. Fortunately, we have nothing planned
until September, so we just need to keep our fingers crossed
that either the virus dissipates or there is a vaccine around
the corner. In the meantime, enjoy the summer and the
sunshine as best you can.

Dawlish, an English seaside resort town.
Some of my ancestors came from
Dawlish an English seaside resort town
on the south coast of Devon, 12 miles
from the county town of Exeter so I
was intrigued and curious when I came
across this postcard. The picture was
taken in 1892 and it transpired that the
workmen were changing the track
from what was then ‘Broad Gauge’ to
‘Standard Gauge’.

In fact after researching I found that on Friday 20th May 1892 over 3,500 workers took up
positions alongside the main railway line running from Exeter to Falmouth, spending the
weekend moving one of the rails 2 feet 3 ½ inches closer to the other rail.
The final broad-gauge express train, known as the
‘Cornishman’ left Paddington Station at 10.15 on Friday
morning. Once it had set off on its return journey the line
was closed and the conversion work began. On Monday
the first standard gauge ‘Cornishman’ travelled to
Penzance. 171 miles of track – main line, branch lines and
sidings – had been converted in a weekend!
What was the Broad Gauge?
Between 1838 to 1892 the Great Western Railway (GWR) ran on different sized tracks to the
rest of the railway system. The Broad Gauge was the idea of the Isambard Kingdom Brunel,
the most innovative engineer of Victorian era. Brunel believed that the Broad Gauge would
enable trains to be larger, faster and more stable – giving a smoother and more comfortable
ride for the passengers.
To be fair Brunel was probably right, but he had a problem. By the time the GWR had built a
few hundred miles of broad gauge track running from London to the south west of England,
there were thousands of miles of standard gauge track stretching across the rest of the
country. Where the two types of track met both passengers and goods had to change trains,
causing extra expense and inconvenience.
A parliamentary enquiry was held and in 1846 an Act of Parliament was passed restricting
the broad gauge to GWR tracks in “the south west of England and Wales”. This was effectively
a death sentence for the broad gauge, although it took 46 years for the change.
The GWR gradually changed their track over the years with many of their lines having a third
rail so trains of both sizes could run. By 1892 only the final section of the line to Penzance,
running through Devon and Cornwall was broad gauge only.
It is quite amazing but due to the incredible feat of organization and logistics it meant that
line was only closed for two days.
Source:-

Brian Thompson

FROM SOUTH LONDON TO SOUTHEND
The story of Julia Hannah Hyde/Walker/Sutton
by Geoff Walker
My story of my great grandmother, Julia Hannah Hyde,
begins with her birth on 12 January 1859 at 86 Willow
Walk, Bermondsey, South London. She was the first born
of Susan Julia Morris and William Hyde (then a “Custom
House Officer”), and was baptised at St. Mary
Magdalene church, Bermondsey, on 27 February that
year.
The late 17th century Anglican parish church of St. Mary
Magdalen, in Bermondsey, London Borough of Lambeth.

When she was two, the Hyde household had moved to no.5 Clandon Street in the parish of
Newington St. Mary in the borough of Lambeth. In 1871 however, we find Julia and siblings
Alice Susan and Henry Charles living with their maternal grandparents, Thomas and Hannah
Morris, at no.3 Henry Street in the same parish but at Southwark. Julia’s father’s profession
was now a “mariner”, being away at sea for long periods whilst her mother worked full-time
as a dressmaker. By 1875, it was assumed that Julia’s father
was lost at sea as her mother married for the second time
(there were to be two further marriages – please see my
article December 2019).
On 11 June 1877, the eighteen year-old Julia wed William
Samuel Walker – nine years her senior – in the St. George
Hanover Square registration district of central London.
William Samuel Walker, the second son of William Snowball
Walker and Hannah Staveley (both of Yorkshire), born 1850
in Pall Mall district of London’s West End.
(If the image looks familiar it is because he was the subject of my poster
in the Family History poster exhibition of October 2015 held at the Arts
Centre).

By the 1881 census, Julia and William Walker, complete with their first and second born, Alice
Maud &William Staveley, were living at no. 36 Arbour Square, off Commercial Road, Mile
End. This proved to be a temporary move north of the Thames as at the 1891 census we find
the Walkers are back in Southwark, at no. 215 Waterloo Road, complete with five children
(another was absent).
The 1901 Census has William’s occupation as a “brewers traveller” and the family abode had,
by this time, relocated to the then outer North London suburb of Wood Green at no.7 Victoria
Road. The form shows a rather crowded household as those present are Julia and William,
four children, Isabel Walker (William’s sister) and Julia Susan Pearce (Julia’s mother).
Although four children were listed on the Census form, the marriage produced a total of nine
children as follows:

Child:
1. Alice Maud
2. William Staveley
3. Claude Archibald
4. Arthur Hyde Walters
5. Reginald Snowball
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sidney McIron
Dorothy Violet
Constance May
Percy Glanville

Born:
11-04-1878
07-02-1880
02-02-1882
14-09-1884
23-09-1886
07-11-1888
11-10-1890
22-08-1893
21-09-1902

Died:
Notes:
4Q-1929
3Qtr./1951 My paternal grandfather
1Qtr./1884
08-01-1950
06-10-1957 Please see May 2019
newsletter
15-04-1903
15-05-1980
02-01-1961
4Qtr./1937

Julia and William are pictured here on the
occasion of their son Reginald’s wedding
on 13 August 1910 at their local church, St.
Michael-at-Bowes, in Wood Green.

Just after 1910, the Walkers moved out of London, eastwards to the district of Prittlewell in
Southend-on-Sea – about half a mile from the seafront. The 1911 census (below) gives their
address as “Lucia”, 59, Westborough Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex. Julia and William are
accompanied by children nos. 7, 8 and 9. The nine children “born alive” are all, of course,
Julia’s and the deceased are nos. 3 and 6 in above table. William is a “commercial traveller”
and both Dorothy and Constance are in the millinery trade.

On 29 September1916, William Samuel died. The probate notice states effects of £170 to
Julia Hannah and their address as 57 Beedell Avenue, Southend-on-Sea (only 6 streets away
from their previous address, in Westcliff). Over the next few years, Julia said farewell to
Dorothy Violet who married Frederick Higgs in Rochford on 18 October 1919, Constance May
who married Albert Skinner on 25 September 1920, at St. Michael-at-Bowes and finally Percy
Glanville who married Flossie King (what a name!) on 20 January 1926 in Southend.

During my researches, I came across this photograph
that has appeared in our family tree on “Ancestry”
website. We do not know where or when this photo was
taken nor who the gentleman with Julia is but it is
assumed to be on a beach (Southend district?) during
the 1920s.

It would not be one of Julia’s sons nor does it look like
the potential husband no.2.

After some 16 years of widowhood, Julia married again,
this time to a William Sutton. The wedding took place
during the third quarter of 1932 in the district of
Rochford (probably actually in Southend). Julia was by
now aged 73 and he would be of the tender age of 64.

William James Sutton was born in Paddington on 13 July 1868 and the Sutton family had
moved to Rochford by the 1890s. William joined the St. Clements Lodge, being the Leigh-onSea branch of the Freemasons Society and records show his “initiation”, “passing” and
“raising” occurred during 1898. His profession at that time was marine engineer, presumably
locally based. Rochford did not always have happy associations with the Sutton family as
William’s mother (Ellen), father (Thomas) and sister (Mary) all died there in 1897, 1907 and
1919 respectively.
Another anonymous photograph found during my
researches, this time of Julia with William James
Sutton. Note the handwritten title “grandma +
dad”. As there is no evidence of William having any
issue, it is assumed that this photo was taken by
one of Julia’s grandchildren.
In 1939, the National Register taken in the
September, shows the Sutton household now at
no. 5 North Street, Leigh-on-Sea – just west of
Southend-on-Sea – comprising Julia, now aged 80,
plus William, now aged 71, and also Charlotte Amelia Sutton (spinster and sister of William)
plus an Edith Wisher (visitor/lodger/servant?). William is now a “retired fitter and
millwright”.
There are no further available records after WW2 other than Julia died on 13 January 1947
at the age of 88 (and one day) in the district of Southend and William James died on 05 May
1949, just short of his 81st. birthday, in the General Hospital, Rochford. William’s probate
record shows Administration and Will to Charlotte Amelia Sutton – (still) spinster and sister
of the deceased (she died on 04 March 1955 also at no.5 North Street and also in Rochford
Hospital).
As a postscript, I note that the general area of Southend figures a lot in this particular branch
of my family history tree yet when I was taken there as a child by my parents on many a
summer seaside day-trip occasion from the middle to the end of the 1950s. I was, of course,
completely unaware of any family history connections, as also my parents possibly were……
Period
1911-32

Family
William (to 1916) & Julia Walker

1932-49
1947-1969

Julia (to 1947) & William Sutton
Reginald Snowball (to 1957) &
Alice Walker

Southend Address
Westborough Road.
57 Beedell Avenue.
5, North Street
160, Church Street &
Delaware Road

Area
Westcliff-on-Sea
Leigh-on-Sea
Shoeburyness

Many thanks to Geoff for another excellent article. If anyone else has a story to tell please
let me know at brian@suffolkfhs.co,uk

Story Behind Your Date of Birth – WHAT’S YOUR BIRTH NUMBER?

I found this on a site on Pinterest. I would suggest it is not taken too
seriously. Just a bit of fun.
Our birth dates describe who we are, what we are good at and what our inborn abilities are.
It also points to what we have to learn and the challenges we are facing.
How to Find Your Birth Number
To figure out your Birth Number, add all the numbers in the Birth Date together, like in the
example, until there is only one digit. A Birth Number does not prevent you from being
anything you want to be, it will just colour your choice differently and give you a little insight.

Example:
March 20, 1950
3 + 20 + 1950 = 1973
1 + 9 + 7 + 3 = 20
2+0=2
Keep going until you end up with a single-digit number.
In the example above 2 is the Birth Number and the person is ‘The Peacemaker’.

#1 THE ORIGINATOR
#2 THE PEACEMAKER
#3 THE LIFE OF THE PARTY
#4 THE CONSERVATIVE
#5 THE NONCONFORMIST
#6 THE ROMANTIC
#7 THE INTELLECTUAL
#8 THE BIG SHOT
#9 THE PERFORMER
(Me….I am a romantic….See I told you not to take it too seriously)

#1 – THE ORIGINATOR
1’s are originals. Coming up with new ideas and executing them is natural. Having things their own way is another trait
that gets them as being stubborn and arrogant. 1′s are extremely honest and do well to learn some diplomacy skills.
They like to take the initiative and are often leaders or bosses as they like to be the best. Being self-employed is
definitely helpful for them.
A lesson to learn: Others’ ideas might be just as good or better and to stay open-minded.
Famous 1′s: Tom Hanks, Robert Redford, Hulk Hogan, Carol Burnett, Wynona Judd, Nancy Reagan, Raquel Welch.
#2 – THE PEACEMAKER
2′s are the born diplomats. They are aware of others’ needs and moods and often think of others before themselves.
Naturally analytical and very intuitive they don’t like to be alone. Friendship and companionship are very important
and can lead them to be successful in life, but on the other hand, they’d rather be alone than in an uncomfortable
relationship.
A lesson to learn– Being naturally shy they should learn to boost their self-esteem and express themselves freely and
seize the moment and not put things off.
Famous 2′s: President Bill Clinton, Madonna, Whoopee Goldberg, Thomas Edison, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
#3 – THE LIFE OF THE PARTY
3′s are idealists. They are very creative, social, charming, romantic, and easygoing. They start many things but don’t
always see them through. They like others to be happy and go to great lengths to achieve it. They are very popular and
idealistic.
A lesson to learn– They should learn to see the world from a more realistic point of view.
Famous 3′s: Alan Alder, Ann Landers, Bill Cosby, Melanie Griffith, Karen Round butt, Salvador Dali, Jodi Foster
#4 – THE CONSERVATIVE
4′s are sensible and traditional. They like order and routine. They only act when they fully understand what they are
expected to do. They like getting their hands dirty and working hard. They are attracted to the outdoors and feel an
affinity with nature. They are prepared to wait and can be stubborn and persistent.
A lesson to learn- They should learn to be more flexible and to be nice to themselves
Famous 4′s: Neil Diamond, Margaret Thatcher, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Tina Turner, Paul Hogan, Oprah Winfrey
#5 – THE NONCONFORMIST
5′s are the explorers. Their natural curiosity, risk-taking, and enthusiasm often land them in hot water. They need
diversity and don’t like to be stuck in a rut. The whole world is their school and they see a learning possibility in every
situation. The questions never stop.
A lesson to learn- They are well advised to look before they take action and make sure they have all the facts before
jumping to conclusions.
Famous 5′s: Abraham Lincoln, Charlotte Bronte, Jessica Walter, Vincent VanGogh, Bette Midler, Helen Keller, and
Mark Hail.
#6 – THE ROMANTIC
6′s are idealistic and need to feel useful to be happy. A strong family connection is important to them. Their actions
influence their decisions. They have a strong urge to take care of others and to help. They are very loyal and make
great teachers! They like art or music. They make loyal friends who take friendship seriously.
Famous 6′s: Albert Einstein, Jane Seymour, John Denver, Merlyn Steep, Christopher Columbus, Goldie Hawn

#7 – THE INTELLECTUAL
7′s are the searchers. Always probing for hidden information, they find it difficult to accept things at face value.
Emotions don’t sway their decisions. Questioning everything in life, they don’t like to be questioned themselves.
They’re never off to a fast start, and their motto is slow and steady wins the race. They come across as philosophers
and being very knowledgeable, and sometimes as loners. They are technically inclined and make great researchers
uncovering information. They like secrets.
A lesson to learn- They live in their own world and should learn what is acceptable and what’s not in the world at large.
Famous 7′s: William Shakespeare, Lucille Ball, Michael Jackson, Joan Baez, Princess Diana
#8 – THE BIG SHOT
8′s are the problem solvers. They are professional, blunt and to the point, have good judgment and are decisive. They
have grand plans and like to live a good life. They take charge of people. They view people objectively. They let you
know in no uncertain terms that they are the boss.
A lesson to learn- They should learn to exude their decisions on their own needs rather than on what others want.
Famous 8′s: Edgar Cayce, Barbara Streisand, George Harrison, Jane Fonda, Pablo Picasso, Aretha Franklin,
Nostrodamus
#9 – THE PERFORMER
9′s are natural entertainers. They are very caring and generous, giving away their last dollar to help. With their charm,
they have no problem making friends and nobody is a stranger to them. They have so many different personalities
that people around them have a hard time understanding them. They are like chameleons, ever-changing and blending
in.
A lesson to learn- They have tremendous luck but also can suffer from extremes in fortune and mood. To be successful,
they need to build a loving foundation.
Famous 9′s: Albert Schweitzer, Shirley MacLaine, Harrison Ford, Jimmy Carter, Elvis Presley

Haverhill Family History Group
Suffolk Family History Society
Website

Another victim of the Pandemic was the annual Armed Forces Day event normally held on the Market Square in
Haverhill. However, the Haverhill Town Council were not going to be beaten and with the help of our group organised
some virtual presentations and activities for children. The emphasis this year, was on the important humanitarian
work that our forces undertake which is particularly appropriate at the moment. All presentations can be seen on our
facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/921641634543949/
There was also a Covid friendly procession of military vehicles accompanied by the Police, Fire Service and the local
scooter club. They took a route around the town covering as big an area as possible. Helping out with the marshalling,
it was pleasing to see so many people coming out in the rain to support the event safely.
Also getting into the spirit of the day were the superb Haverhill Silver Band who played the ‘Wellington March’ which
can also be seen on our facebook page and with a forces themed set the ‘Disco Kitchen’ who do a fantastic job raising
money for the Joshua Tarrant Trust, also kept Haverhill entertained.

Some of the vehicles on show. Courtesy of Geoff Walker.

Suffolk Family History Society are looking for a new Editor
for the ‘Suffolk Roots’ magazine. Could you be that person?

SUFFOLK ROOTS - Editor & Page Make-up
Our editor for the past six years, Geoff. Dennish, is retiring due to health problems
which he assures us are age, not job, related!
We are thus seeking a volunteer, or volunteers, who are
willing to take over from him.
As members will be aware, our professionally printed
journal is published in March, June, September and
December each year and mainly comprises articles
contributed by society members.
Each issue also includes an individual ‘theme’ which
attracts related stories from readers’ own research or
experiences.
Editing prepares the text material received from
contributors for publication;
This is then followed by:Page make-up when the article and any accompanying illustrations are formatted,
together with any accompanying illustrations, into our standard journal layout for the
Printer.
These functions can either be carried out separately or they can be combined, as is
the case at present.
Experienced Family historians with some knowledge of Word Processing - or Desk
Top Publishing – and working from home are sure to find these voluntary tasks both
interesting and satisfying.
Our friendly, helpful Printers have produced both Suffolk Roots and several similar
publications for many years and can provide production advice.
They operate internationally and are thus well-used to working with customers at a
distance, so it is not necessary that our journal be compiled in Suffolk - or even in the
UK!
All reasonable expenses incurred in the course of these editorial and pre-production
processes will be reimbursed promptly and in full by the society.
To learn more about this essential and valued work, please contact the society
through the following e-mail address: applications@suffolkfhs.org.uk
Doug Howlett (Patron)

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
10 Sept 20

The Foundlings (TBC)

Ruth Miller

17 Sept 20

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 20

Trip (TBC)

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 20
(TBC)

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

Ourselves

8 Oct 20

The History of Spoken English (TBC)
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Charlie
Haylock

12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet,
especially
for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
Wednesday
afternoons,
848095
to bookLibrary
your place
helptelephone
with your 01440
Research
at Haverhill
2 - 4pm
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

