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Innkeepers and Gamekeepers: Tracing My Wandering Ancestors
With Kate Hurst

11/03/2021 @ 7.30pm
Many families are baptised, married and
buried in the same town or village for
generation - but not the Siggs! After
following a false lead that matched one
family story, Kate eventually traced her
real ancestors back from Retford in
Nottinghamshire, to Haverhill, in Suffolk
(via Essex, Cambridgeshire, Yorkshire and
Anglesey), and a story of gamekeepers,
cricket matches, aristocratic employers
and some very nice country estates
began to unfold.
Helped along by newspaper extracts,
census records, portraits and her own
photos, Kate will attempt to tell the tale
of a family with an unusual surname who
just wouldn’t stay in one place. The talk
will be broadcast via Zoom, and will last
for approximately 1 hour, with time
allowed for questions at the end.

To Join Click Here

We have had a lot of interest in our weekly help sessions. If you are interested in furthering
your research expertise, we are continuing our series of Zoom presentations on Thursday
afternoons. These will consist of YouTube presentations on various topics with the
opportunity afterwards to discuss the content or any family history matter.
Here are the topics for March
Date
4 March 2.30pm

Title
Understanding Parish records

Presenter

18 March 2.30pm

Uncovering Family Stories with British and Irish Historic
Newspapers
Digging for Historical Records on Family Search

Myko Clelland

25 March 2.30pm

Myko Clelland

Sunny Morton

Understanding Parish records; Myko Clelland (FindmyPast)
If you’re curious about parish records then this talk will explain what you need to know to explore them.
To register click here

Uncovering Family Stories with British and Irish Historic Newspapers; Myko Clelland (FindmyPast)
Findmypast has digitized and hosts tens of millions of pages of local and national historic newspapers,
covering 300 years of history from every county in Britain and Ireland. This talk will inspire you to use
newspapers to add stories to the names on your family trees.
To register click here

Digging for Historical Records on Family Search; Sunny Morton (Family Search)
FamilySearch is arguably the world’s biggest free online portal to genealogical records. However, it’s easy
to miss some of its valuable content.
This beginner-friendly lecture should also help experienced researchers to understand why Family Search is
organized like it is—and to find records they may be missing. Family Search is a free to use resource.
To register click here

I am pleased to say that we have had a tremendous response to our weekly help sessions
on the Zoom platform. The presentation, using Google to research your ancestors was an
eye opener. It proves that you should not just restrict research to using the ‘giants’ Find My
Past, Ancestry etc.
Kirsty was one of those who attended the presentation and she wrote:‘I had a look at YouTube last night and found some Pathe footage of the Steeple Bumpstead
Farming Show in 1947. The footage as expected focussed very much on the ploughing itself
but it felt amazing to know my Grandad would be amongst those competing or spectating
that day. I would never have come across this before yesterday's session so thank you. Will
be losing many hours looking again today.’

Sadly our 2020 exhibition ‘Who Lived
Here’, which focused on property in
the town and a peek at the
people who in their own way made a
contribution or influenced our lives
over the years, had to be postponed
because of the Pandemic. Some of
the buildings are still here, some long
gone. We hope that restrictions ease
and that we will be able to display
the posters later this year. In the
meantime, they can be viewed by
going to the Suffolk Family History
Society website, clicking on the
Groups (Haverhill) tab, then Projects
and finally ‘Who lived here? (2021)’
Our appreciation and thanks are extended to
the following who have helped to make this
exhibition happen: -

Haverhill Town Council - for their financial
support.
All of our researchers both within and
outside our group.
Haverhill & District Local History Group for
the use of their archives.

NURSERY RHYMES - THEY ARE NOT ALL WHAT THEY SEEM!
In February we had a great turnout for our first Zoom
Group meeting of 2021 and I hope that those who
attended enjoyed the presentation. Special mention and
thanks to Charmian, Ed, Jenny and Richard for taking part.
Look out for future events planned at the end of this
Newsletter. Is there anything you would like to see? Please
forward any suggestions. brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk.

Child neglect near Haverhill – The Bowyer Family
By Barry Young

Mary Bowyer was baptised 1st January 1865 in St. Peter and St. Paul church
Kedington, the illegitimate daughter of Charlotte Bowyer a single woman of the
village aged 35 years. The 1871 census shows Mary, now at school aged 6 with
Charlotte still unmarried. 1881 census tells us that Mary now 16, is employed as a
General Servant to George Golds and his family living at Washington, Sussex.
Mary returned to Kedington, whether pregnant or not is unknown, but she gave
birth to George Emmery Bowyer in 1886 when she was 21 years old. 3 years later
at the age of 24 gave birth to William in 1889. While still living in Kedington there
followed a further 3 children, Nellie 1893, Arthur 1896 and John 1899, all with
unknown father and none baptised.
Mary was news in 1900, the Suffolk
and Essex Free Press 11th April,
reports that she was summoned to the
Haverhill Board for not sending a
child regularly to school. Arthur N.
Debenham, school attendance officer,
stated the child was 10 years of age
and asked that an order be made to send him to an Industrial School. This being
the fourth appearance of Mary in regards to the same child, the Bench ordered
steps to be taken to send the boy to an Industrial School until he was sixteen. The
boy was second eldest child William.
Mary was again in the news, the Evening Star 12th February 1901, reported the
case of Mary at Haverhill Petty Sessions charged with neglecting her three
children on January 25th, Mr. C.E.Salmon prosecuted on behalf of the N.S.P.C.C..
It was stated that Mary was the mother of five children, ages ranged from two to
sixteen, four living at home and one in an Industrial School. Defendant could earn
5s a week as a factory hand, her son earned 8s, she also received clothing from an
Aunt in Kent, but the proceeds went on drink.
There was basically only one living room in the house, the woman having
destroyed all the woodwork for firewood. The staircase was gone, and the woman
and her children got upstairs by walking along the mantlepiece and along some
beams, until they came to a few planks, where they slept on the bare boards. The
children were in a filthy condition, to which P.C.Pettit agreed, and Dr. Goodman,
who visited the house the day after the Inspector, said he found signs the house had
been scrubbed. The house and children were in a bad state, defendant said she had
not been able to keep the home clean lately owing to ill health.

She had since improved matters and was
removing to another house. Defendant was
sent to prison for fourteen days, and the
children were sent to Kedington
Workhouse (Right).
1901 census shows the three youngest
children as inmates of the Workhouse,
George the eldest, now 15, is a Mat Maker
and living in Silver Street, Kedington, as a lodger of Susannah Skilton, a 45 years
old widow. William aged 12 is an inmate at the Essex Industrial School,
Chelmsford.
After serving her sentence, there is no sign of Mary with her children in the
Workhouse on the census, however she does appear on the 1901 census as a
Domestic Servant with the Hart family at 196, Croydon Road, Penge, Camberwell.
It would seem she abandoned her children to their own devices and upkeep to the
Parish, there is no further information for Mary, she doesn’t appear on the 1911
census and is believed to have died in 1908.
THE CHILDREN
George Emmery Bowyer born c. 1887
1891 census living with mother noted as a scholar. 1901 census living as lodger,
employed as Mat Maker.
1911 census living at Clarence Barracks, Portsmouth, employed as Gunner,
Royal Garrison Artillery.
William Bowyer born 29th March 1899
1891 census living with mother.
1901 census inmate Industrial School,
Chelmsford. Admitted 30th May 1900,
height 4ft 5in, fair complexion, hair light,
eyes grey. Reads fairly well, writes
moderately well, calculates slowly and
mentality good.
Spent 7 years at Kedington School,
remanded at school until 16 years of age.
1911 census shows William employed as
a Counterman in a wine & spirit
establishment at 183, Oxford Street,
London. 1913 married Maude M. West in
July, registered Holborn.
Industrial School Record

School Dining Room

1917 living at 98, Central Park Road, East Ham, enrolled in Royal
Regiment of Artillery as a married man but while serving filed for
divorce from Maud owing to her misconduct.
Part of Service Record

Nellie Bowyer born c. 1893
1901 census living in Kedington Workhouse.
No record of education, could possibly have attended local school until of age to
transfer to Industrial School. Married at the age of 19 to Thomas James Gowers in
1910.
Arthur Bowyer born 31 October 1894.
1901 census living in Kedington Workhouse.
Spent 6 years at Kedington School (Left),
before being sent to the Industrial School in
Chelmsford. Admitted 27th January 1908 at
the age of 13. He is described as 4ft 9in tall
with sallow complexion, very fair hair and
grey eyes and hair lip. Education wise is a
poor reader, fairly well at writing and can
calculate fairly well.
Confirmed on 16 March 1910 at St. Johns
Moulsham by the Bishop of Colchester.
Remanded at school until the age of 16.
1911 census informs that Arthur has left the
Industrial School and has been apprenticed to a
Bakers shop in Barlestone, Nuneaton.
1915 and Arthur is living in London, at 86, High Street, Shoreditch, employed as a
Shop Porter, and at the age of 20 decides to enrol in the 2nd Battalion Royal Welsh
Fusiliers on 20 April giving his brother John as next of kin. Unfortunately, his
Military career didn’t last long, he was discharged as medically unfit on 3rd September
1915 after x-ray taken in hospital.
John Bowyer born c. 1899.
1901 census living in Kedington Workhouse. 1911 census living in
Kedington Workhouse.
1913 21August admitted to Naval Boy Service at H.M.S Ganges, Ipswich, and
attained the rank of Boy Signaller 1st March 1914.

His Naval career had begun and over the following years he
served on various shore establishments as well as fighting ships.
H.M.S.Ganges - Manning the mast

It states on his Service Record that he was serving on the
Indefatigable when it sank 31st May 1916 at 4.03 p.m. in the
Battle of Jutland, records show that there were only three
survivors, Captain C.F. Sowerby who died shortly after, Able
Seaman Frederick Elliott and Leading Signalman Charles
Farmer, who were both rescued by a German torpedo boat S16.
It would appear from this report that John perished with the rest
of the crew, but a list of P.O.Ws picked up by another German
ship gives his name as a survivor of H.M.S. Nestor along with 75 other men when the ship
was sunk at 5.30p.m on 31st May 1916.
There was contention that this couldn’t happen because he wasn’t listed as a crew member on
his service record, but there must be a reason for
this, the sinking of the Indefatigable and Nestor
happened within an hour and a half of each
other and 10 miles apart, so did John Bowyer
swim from one ship to the other?
The answer seems to come from a member of
the great war forum website, who purchased a
photograph of Signalman John Bowyer (Below)
and written on the back of the image was
‘loaned to Nestor’, so it would appear that no
official paperwork was raised to cover the
situation and wasn’t entered on his service
record.

Service Record

All prisoners were taken to the prison camp at Wilhelmshaven, a coastal town located in
Lower Saxony, and remained for the duration of the war.

Selection of P.O.W. records

John Bowyer was repatriated in 1918 and continued serving until
14th April 1920, when he was invalided out with the medical
condition of flat feet.
It seems the sea was in his blood, for not long after his termination
of service in the Royal Navy he enrolled in the Merchant Navy.
Records of service in the Merchant Navy are not to hand.
Identity card for John
Bowyer

Thank you to Barry for this
interesting article.
Battle of Jutland 31 May 1916

Suffolk Family History Society News
For members of the Suffolk Family History Society Kate is presenting: ‘Read All About It: Making Use of Old Newspapers’ on Thursday 25th March at 7:30pm.
Kate investigates the many ways that a
researcher can use historic newspaper
archives to gain a completely new sense of
how people used to live and who their
ancestors were, simply told through some
carefully chosen extracts from a variety of
different newspapers.
Beginning with a look at the earliest
newspaper titles, and the alternative
options for sharing breaking news that
modern technology brings, the talk moves
on to explore the changing tone of birth,
marriage and death announcements,
advertisements and other notices, reports
of crime and punishment, community
events (such as annual shows and school
prize-giving days) and ends on a lighter note
with a collection of genuinely odd stories
that make you think, “Did they really print
that?”

Message from the Membership Secretary: Membership subscription ends 31st March 2021
If you wish to join or renew your Suffolk Family History Society membership, then please
do so before the end of the month. Membership period - 1st April to 31 March.
You can do so by following this link: - Membership - SFHS - Suffolk Family History Society (suffolkfhs.co.uk)
We are going to test a lifetime membership option. Whilst our membership rates are very competitive and
indeed haven't changed for quite some time, the processing of renewals is a time-consuming task. Although
more of you are paying by standing order and using the shop which is great, it still has to be processed every
year. We already have several members who pay for multiples of years to make it easier for them too. So
we are setting the lifetime membership at £97.50 and it applies across the board whether Senior or Full
member, UK or overseas.

10 Facts About the Real Great Escape
In March 1944, one of the most audacious projects carried out
during WW2 occurred. It was the mass escape of Allied soldiers
from the German prisoner of war camp Stalag Luft III, the story
of which was forever immortalised in the 1963 film The Great
Escape.

Here are ten facts about this daring mission:
1. Stalag Luft III was a POW camp in modern day Poland run by the Luftwaffe
It was an officer-only camp located near Sagan (Zagan) that opened in 1942. The camp was
subsequently expanded to take American Air Force prisoners.
Jack Kenneth Lyon was number 79 on the list of PoWs preparing to break out of Stalag Luft
III in 1944. A Flight Lieutenant in the RAF during the war who was captured when his bomber
crashed in Poland after a raid, he was on the brink of entering the ‘Harry’ tunnel when
prisoners heard a gunshot and realised that the game was up.
2. The Great Escape was not the first escape attempt from Stalag Luft III
Many attempts had been made to dig tunnels out of the camp. In 1943, Oliver Philpot, Eric
Williams and Michael Codner successfully escaped from Stalag Luft III by digging a tunnel
under the perimeter fence concealed by a wooden vaulting horse. This event was portrayed
in the 1950 film ‘The Wooden Horse’.
3. The Great Escape was conceived by Squadron Leader Roger Bushell
Bushell (left with a German guard and a fellow POW /
www.pegasusarchive.org) a South African-born pilot,
was captured after crash-landing in his Spitfire during
the Dunkirk evacuation in May 1940. At Stalag Luft III
he was placed in charge of the Escape Committee.
4. The Great Escape was unprecedented in scale
Bushell’s plan involved digging 3 trenches and
envisaged breaking out more than 200 prisoners.
More than twice that number actually worked on the
tunnels.
5. Three tunnels were dug – Tom, Dick and Harry
Neither Tom or Dick were used in the escape; Tom was discovered by the guards, and Dick
was merely used for storage.

The entrance to Harry, the tunnel used by the escapees, was hidden under a stove in Hut
104. The prisoners developed innovative ways of disposing of the waste sand using pouches
concealed in their trousers and coats.
6. Bribed German guards provided supplies for the escape
Maps and documents were provided in exchange for cigarettes and chocolate. The forms
were used to forge fake papers to help the escapees travel through Germany.
7. Not everyone involved was selected to join the escape
Only 200 places were available. Most places went to prisoners deemed the most likely to
succeed, including those who spoke some German. Other places were decided by drawing
lots.
8. The escape took place in the early hours of 25 March
76 prisoners escaped using tunnel Harry. The 77th man was spotted by guards, beginning a
search for the tunnel entrance and the escapees.

Memorial to the 50 escapees killed after their recapture.
9. Three escapees got away
Two Norwegian pilots, Per Bergsland and Jens Muller, and Dutch pilot Bram van der Stok
succeeded in getting out of Germany. Bergsland and Muller made for Sweden, while van der
Stok escaped to Spain.
The remaining 73 escapers were recaptured; 50 were executed. After the war, the events
were investigated as part of the Nuremburg Trials, which resulted in the prosecution and
execution of several Gestapo officers.
10. The camp was liberated by Soviet forces in 1945
Stalag Luft III was evacuated before their arrival however – 11,000 prisoners were forced
to march 80km to Spremberg.

MORE ZOOM TALKS
Our friends at the Bury group have invited us to attend their next Zoom presentation "The Story of a Suffolk Bevin
Boy", on 17 March 2021 commencing at 7.30pm.
Barbara McElroy tells the wartime story of her Bevin Boy father who was called up by ballot
to go into the mines, leaving a rural background to go underground for over three years.
The story is set against the context of the Bevin Boys Scheme and includes many personal
anecdotes and memories from her father and other Bevin Boys.
To listen to this presentation, register your interest by sending an email their
Programme Organiser, Kevin Prior at kevinaprior@gmail.com pasting into the
"address bar" and entitle your email "SFHS Bury Group March 2021 Meeting
Invitation Request "

Census Day 2021 is Sunday 21 March 2021 in England and Wales
Some reports taken from newspapers

1871

1881

1901

Who remembers the ZX81?
Launched forty years ago on the 5th March 1981
by Clive Sinclair, it was designed to be a low-cost
introduction to home computing for the general
public. Selling for around £70 it was hugely
successful; more than 1.5 million units were sold.

Haverhill Family History Group
2021 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
11 Mar 2021
FREE EVENT

Innkeepers and Gamekeepers: Tracing My Wandering Ancestors
Zoom presentation

Kate Hurst

The Historic Bells of Old London Town
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

13 May 2021
FREE EVENT

AGM (TBC)
The Story of William Wakeling Boreham
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

May 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre TBC)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs

Norman
Jacobs

8 Apr 2021
FREE EVENT

10 June 21

July 2021

Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon (TBC)

Must Book

July 2021

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

17 Sept 2021

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

9 Sept 2021

Sat 18 Sept 21
14 Oct 2021

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm (TBC)

Ourselves

The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Charlie
Haylock

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

11 Nov 2021
9 Dec 2021

