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OUR NEXT MEETING
Not being able to hold our normal meetings, I know many of you will be disappointed not to
be able to take part in our annual fun Christmas Quiz. This will take place virtually on the
Zoom platform on 10th December 2020 at 7.30pm.

To attend a "Zoom" meeting, you will need to install Zoom. Do not be put off, it is a simple task.
There are literally hundreds of videos and guides to install and use Zoom.
Here are links to a couple of them:
Zoom installation or How to use Zoom or you can choose one you like using a search engine
(such as Google).

How many of you watched Mike Wabe on the Zoom platform?
On a chilly evening in Suffolk it was wonderful to sit in front of a roaring fire,
the mantelpiece bedecked with festive decorations and lights, to listen to Mike
Wabe open with a haunting story of Christmas in the Workhouse.
Originally titled ‘In the Workhouse: Christmas Day’ this dramatic monologue
was written by a campaigning journalist, George Robert Sims*, who while
young had investigated poverty in the East End of London. It was first published
in 1877 in the Christmas issue of ‘The Referee’ and was a criticism of the harsh
conditions in English and Welsh workhouses under the 1834 Poor Law.
The poem tells of an old Devon trader named John who has hit hard times and
so must eat at the workhouse on Christmas Day. To the shock of
the guardians and master of the workhouse, he reviles them for the events of
the previous Christmas when his wife, Nance, was starving. They could not
afford food so, for the first time, he went to the workhouse but was told that
food would not be given out – they would have to come in to eat. At that time,
families were separated inside such institutions and his wife refused to be
parted from her husband of fifty years on Christmas Day. He went out again in
search of scraps but she died before his return and he is understandably bitter
at the memory of the previous Christmas.
This postcard from
about 1905 illustrates
the first two verses of
the poem.
Mike continued with
a ghost story or two
and returned to
stories of Christmas
traditions and a very
alternative
school
nativity play.

It was particularly sad that we could not watch Mike in person at our normal
monthly meeting but this virtual meeting via the internet, more than made up
for the disappointment. Once again Mike entertained his audience of between
80-100 people who logged in to watch the presentation, some from as far as
Australia and New Zealand! It has certainly whet the appetite for future zoom
talks.
Following the presentation we received many good comments. Here are just
some of them: ‘This was my first experience of a zoom meeting and I just wanted to say a
big thank you, an excellent speaker we both enjoyed it.’
‘I really enjoyed this evening’s Zoom presentation and the delightful
Christmas stories.’,
‘Thank you for another excellent lecturer.’
‘Very entertaining and scary!’ ‘Great talk, these zoom meetings are great’
‘We thoroughly enjoyed the evening. The difference between ghosts and
Christmas made for tension and relaxation and the story telling was
excellent, could not have been bettered.’
*See below for more information about the life of George R Sims (Social Reformer)

The next on-line Suffolk Family History Society
presentation is PUBLIC TRANSPORT in SUFFOLK with
Chris Turland on Saturday 5th December 2020 at 12
Noon.
If you want to watch the presentation please email
Andy Kerridge at membership@suffolkfhs.org.uk and
he will send out details of how to join two days before
the event. (PLEASE NOTE:- Only Suffolk Family History
Society members can apply). Not a member? It is not
too late to join via the Suffolk Family History Society
website.

Can you answer these
Christmas questions?
1.

Who played Buddy in the 2003 Christmas classic Elf?

2.

Complete the lyrics: “On the tenth day of Christmas, my true love sent to me…”

3.

Which author wrote How the Grinch Stole Christmas in 1957?

4.

What is Scrooge’s first name in the Charles Dickens novel A Christmas Carol?

5.

The song ‘Walking In The Air’ features in which classic Christmas film?

6.

In which decade did Slade have a Christmas number 1 with ‘Merry Xmas Everybody’?

7.

What is the name of the singing snowman in Frozen?

8.

What time is the Queen’s speech traditionally broadcast on Christmas Day?

9. On Christmas Eve 1990, a film called A Grand Day Out introduced us to which iconic
British duo?
10. Widow Twankey traditionally appears as a character in which Christmas pantomime?
ANSWERS AT THE END OF THE NEWSLETTER.

Remembrance Day 2020
We were pleased to be able to take part in the Remembrance service held this year under
strict Covid conditions at the Haverhill Cemetery. This was also the 100th Anniversary of
Memorial itself which made it even more important that the Town Council on behalf of the
RBL were able to stage the event albeit in difficult circumstances. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Jeanette Key most sincerely for laying a wreath on behalf of the
Haverhill Family History Group.

Photos curtesy of Geoff Walker

Dorothy Violet Walker (my great-aunt)
On 11 October 1890, my paternal Great-Grandparents Julia
Hannah and William Samuel Walker, celebrated the arrival of
their seventh child and named her Dorothy Violet. At that
time, William’s occupation was assistant refreshment
manager at the Tivoli Theatre of Varieties (demolished in 1916)
located in The Strand near London’s theatreland and Julia
was manageress of Terry’s Theatre (demolished 1923)
nearby.
They had started married life in Arbour Square in Mile End,
East London and by 1888 they had moved to Peckham, South
London. At the time of Dorothy’s arrival, the Walkers were
living in Waterloo Road in the South London Borough of
Southwark.
It was not until the family had moved North of the Thames to
the relatively open spaces of Wood Green, near to the
Alexandra Palace, however that Dorothy received her
baptism, at the age of almost 10.
The ceremony occurred at St. Saviours Church in
Alexandra Park Road on 11 March 1900 alongside
her three older brothers and one younger sister,
as can be seen in the lower five entries.
William’s occupation was, by now, Commercial
/Brewers Traveller
The Census of 1901 shows a still expanding family
and the evening of the Census date shows a
rather cramped household comprising William &
Julia Walker, Isabel Walker (sister of William –
hearing and speech impaired), Julia Susan
Pearce (mother of William - into the third of her
four marriages - doing an overnight stay) and
four children. Their other three children are, by
now, living separately.

Our first image of Dorothy (centre) is dated approximately
1902. She would be around 12 years old and is flanked by
siblings Sydney McIron (aged 14 but probably has left
school judging by the three-piece suit) and Constance May
(aged 9). Note the height/age gradient!
Sydney was to die during the following year whereas little
toughie Constance was to live to the age of 68.
The next we see of Dorothy is some eight years later, at
the wedding of her brother, William Snowball Walker (see
May 2019 Newsletter) at St. Michael-at-Bowes church,
Wood Green, on 13 August 1910. Here she is aged almost 20
in a lift from a photograph of the event.
Dorothy is top left and her parents, William and Julia,
are below. It is a pity we cannot identify the gentleman
with the magnificent moustache on Dorothy’s left.
The year 1910 was the last of the Walkers’ residency in
London for at the time of the 1911 Census we see them
in the Prittlewell district of Southend-on-Sea. The
reason for the re-location is not known but may be to
do with William’s occupation.

As can be seen, Dorothy’s occupation was “milliner” as was her sister Constance May. She
certainly had a liking for hats. Note the presence of what was to be William and Julia’s final
child, Percy Glanville (no. 9).

This rather striking full-length portrait of Dorothy is
undated, but we think it was taken during the 1910s
when she was in her early 20s and it looks like a studio
photograph rather than a family snap.
Sadness descended over the Walker household on 29
September 1916 for this was when her father, William
Samuel, died. Dorothy’s mother, Julia, was to marry
again in 1932, continued to live in the Southend area
and died in 1947 in Leigh-on-Sea.
On 18 October 1919 in the Rochford area of Southend,
Dorothy married Frederick Charles Higgs, There are
no other details of the wedding and we are led to
believe that it may have been a hastily arranged
ceremony at a registry office as her first child
(Gwendoline), was born a month earlier. The birth
occurred at Queen Charlotte’s Hospital in West
London, away from Southend (geographically removed
to avoid scandal?). The birth certificate (below) dates
the birth as 22 September 1919; the “father” column is
blank but the certificate has subsequently been
annotated to the effect that the parents have married
and birth has been re-registered.

Frederick Higgs was a Londoner, born on 03 May 1892 in Paddington and was raised in
Finchley. He enlisted in the army in 1912 for 7 years & 5 months and served in the 1st.
Battalion of the Border Regiment. He was initially posted to Burma then India, and then took
part in the Gallipoli Campaign of 1915, landing at Cape Helles as part of the 87th. brigade of
the 29th. division (sustaining a bullet wound in the hand in June 1915). He then went on to
serve in France from October 1915 but was discharged in April 1918 due to “being no longer
physically fit for war service” (gastritis). He found employment in civvy street working for
the London Underground as a porter then as a guard but resigned following some disputes
with management. How he (in London) and Dorothy (in Southend) met is a mystery.
Dorothy’s occupation was by now a “domestic servant” and her address was Albion Road,
Westcliff-on-Sea. By the time of the birth of their second child (Richard (1922)) we find that
Dorothy and Frederick are living in Rugby. Quite what persuaded them to move there from
Southend is not known but, sadly, Richard did not survive 1922. Their next child (Sheila
Eunice) was born in 1924, also in Rugby which was to form their hometown throughout that
decade and the next. Their marriage was blessed with a further three children, Rita
Constance (1926), Pamela Florence (1928) and Dorothy R. (1930). The 1939 Register shows
an address of Campbell Street, Rugby and Frederick’s occupation as “mail porter – General
Post Office” with the additional information that he is in the A.R.P. First Aid.
This is the Rugby platoon, 47th. G.P.O.
Warwickshire Home Guard in a
photograph dated 30 March 1941.
Frederick is the corporal second from
the right with, presumably, a first aid
medical bag
Frederick was still with the G.P.O.
according to their 1947 record book
At some point during the late 1940s a
decision was made to move house,
relocating to their final abode, in the
retirement
seaside
locale
of
Bournemouth. It was here that the
majority of their children married and
resided:
Child:
Gwendoline

Born:
22-09-1919

Sheila Eunice

31-10-1924

Rita Constance

29-06-1926

Pamela Florence

19-03-1928

Dorothy R.

15-02-1930

Married
3rd.Q/1955
Bournemouth
09-12-1944
Rugby
26-12-1952
Bournemouth
18-02-1950
Bournemouth
4th.Q/1952
Bournemouth

Died
21-07-1988 Bournemouth
18-07-2006 Location t.b.a.
21-01-2017 Poole Hospital
02-09-2010 Poole Hospital
(Currently unable to ascertain)

This is Frederick as “Father of the Bride” to
daughter Pamela Florence on the occasion of
her wedding in Bournemouth, 18 February 1950.
He is now almost 58 years old and a veteran of
two World Wars.
The wedding photo below dates from 1955 and
is of the wedding of daughter Gwendoline to
Herbert
Kenneth
Victor
McGowan
in
Bournemouth. Herbert served with the
Hampshire regiment in WW2 and was a P.O.W
at Stalag 344 (formerly Stalag V111-B Lamsdorf)
in Lambinowice, Silesia, Poland which may
account for his rather frail frame. Frederick and
Dorothy are at the right end. Between them and
the newly-betrothed is, we think, another
daughter, possibly Sheila Eunice, as a
bridesmaid/maid of honour.The two ladies on
our left may be sisters of the groom whilst next
to the groom is possibly his father and/or best
man. Finally, the two children may be offspring
of the bridesmaid(s).

Herbert died in 1982 and Gwendoline in 1988. Her probate notice address is the same as her
mother’s probate notice address (see further on) so it appears that at some point during
her 6 years of widowhood
Gwendoline went to live in her, by
then, deceased mother’s house.

This colour image must date from around the 1970s and
therefore shows Dorothy in her majestic 80s. There is
still the slight tilt of the head as shown in her 20s.
Frederick died on 25 October 1967 at the age of 75,
leaving Dorothy to soldier on. She died on 15 May 1980,
five months short of her ninetieth birthday. As far as we
can ascertain, she had thirteen grandchildren and there
is evidence of great grandchildren also.

This is the final resting place of Dorothy and Frederick,
interned in the North Cemetery, Strouden Avenue,
Bournemouth.
Along the left border is an inscription to the effect that
Gwen(doline) McGowen (nee Higgs) is also here….

Geoff Walker
My thanks to Geoff for yet another interesting and fascinating story of his
family. Do you have a story you would like to share in our newsletter? If so,
please forward to brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Oh dear I seem to be positively ancient!
Someone asked the other day, 'What was your favourite 'fast food' when you were

growing up?'
'We didn't have fast food when I was growing up,' I informed him. ‘All the food
was slow.'
'C'mon, seriously. Where did you eat?'
'It was a place called 'home,'' I explained! 'Mum cooked every day and when Dad
got home from work, we sat down together at the dining room table, and if I didn't
like what she put on my plate, I was allowed to sit there until I did like it.'
By this time, the lad was laughing so hard I was afraid he was going to suffer serious
internal damage, so I didn't tell him the part about how I had to have permission to
leave the table.
But here are some other things I would have told him about my childhood if I'd figured
his system could have handled it:
❖ Some parents NEVER owned their own house, wore jeans, set foot on a golf
course, travelled out of the country or had a credit card.
❖ My parents never drove me to school... I had a bicycle that weighed probably
50 pounds, and only had one speed (slow).
❖ We didn't have a television in our house until I was 10.
❖ It was, of course, black and white, and the station went off the air at 10 PM,
after playing the national anthem and epilogue; it came back on the air at about
6 am. And there was usually a locally produced news and farm show on,
featuring local people...
❖ Pizzas were not delivered to our home... But milk was.
❖ All newspapers were delivered by boys and all boys delivered newspapers -My brother delivered a newspaper, seven days a week. He had to get up at 6
every morning.
If you grew up in a generation before there was fast food, you may want to share
some of these memories with your children or grandchildren. Just don't blame me if
they bust a gut laughing.

Growing up isn't what it used to be, is it?
Taken from a ‘Facebook’ post

George R Sims – Social Reformer and writer of In the Workhouse: Christmas Day.
George R. Sims was born in London in 1847, the son of a
successful businessman who owned a wholesale and export
cabinet manufacturing business.
George was educated at Eastbourne College, after which he
worked for his father for some time before a change of
direction that saw him become a writer.
In 1885 he became a staff writer with Fun and in 1877 moved
to Referee. He also wrote a column for the ‘Weekly Dispatch’
and also tried his hand, with moderate success, at playwriting.
In the 1880s Sims often wrote poetry on social issues
for Referee, the most famous of these being ‘In the
Workhouse: Christmas Day’.
Its passionate social concern for the plight of the poor attracted the attention of the public
in the same way as Greenwood’s ‘A Night in the Workhouse’ had in 1866 and Sims became a
strong voice for reform.
Along with his great friend, John Burns, Sims gave lectures on the need for social reform.
After one of these meetings in Southwark, he was approached by Arthur Moss, a local School
Board officer. Moss told Sims of the terrible poverty that large numbers of working class
people were experiencing in London, and took him on a tour of the district which shocked
him so much that he decided to find a way of raising the awareness of the general public. He
approached his friend, Gilbert Dalziel, the editor of
a new illustrated paper, ‘The Pictorial World’ who
agreed to publish a series of articles by Sims on the
living conditions of people in London.
Illustrated by Frederick Burnard, the articles were
later published as a book in 1889 entitled ‘How the
Poor Live’.
Sims wrote many ballads in his attempt to draw
attention to the plight of the London poor and raise
public opinion on the subject of poverty. This led to
reform legislation in the Act of 1885.
Sims was intrigued by the psychology of crime, and
in the 1890’s he wrote some ingenious detective
stories. ‘Dorcas Dene’, written in 1897, featured a
woman detective. At Arthur Lambton's Crimes
Club, Sims enjoyed discussing cases with Max
Pemberton, Conan Doyle and John Churton Collins.

He was consumed with the murders of Jack the Ripper and at one point he was even a
suspect.
Although Sims was predominantly a playwright in later years, he continued to write about
social issues. In 1909, at the age of 62, he wrote a series of articles on child poverty that
appeared in the Daily Telegraph. These were eventually published as the books: ‘London by
Night’ and ‘Watches of the Night’. Sims also wrote for the Daily Mail and the Evening News,
newspapers which were owned by his friend, Lord Northcliffe.
Sims enjoyed his position as a successful author and playwright and
reported earnings of nearly £150,000 in 1898, but he gambled
most of his wealth away, or gave it to charities. He was a
charitable man who along with Mrs. E. W. Burgwin, founded the
Referee Children's Free Breakfast and Dinner Fund in 1880. This
became London's largest charity of this kind. He also worked to
promote the boys' clubs movement and campaigned to open
museums and galleries and permit concerts on Sundays as part
of the National Sunday League.
In the last few years of his life Sims worked on his memoirs. His
autobiography, ‘My Life: Sixty Years' Recollections of Bohemian London was published in
1917 and became a popular read. Sims wrote in these memoirs that after ‘In the Workhouse:
Christmas Day’ was first published it was "vigorously denounced as a mischievous attempt to
set the paupers against their betters".
He was passionate about sports, especially
horse racing and boxing, and he played
badminton and bred bulldogs. He even launched
a baldness curing tonic named Tatcho, but his
friends found this a source of mirth when it did
not stop his own hairline from receding.
George R. Sims died at his home in Regent's
Park, London, just after his 75th birthday in
1922, from liver cancer.

How Old Are You Quiz?
Count all the ones that you remember, not the ones you were told about. Ratings
at the bottom
1. Sweet cigarettes
2. Coffee shops with juke boxes
3. Home milk delivery in glass bottles
4. Party lines on the telephone
5. Newsreels before the movie
6. TV test patterns that came on at night after the last show and were there until
TV shows started again in the morning. (There were only 2 channels [if you were
fortunate])
7. Peashooters
8. 33 rpm records
9. 45 RPM records
10. Hi-fi's
11. Metal ice trays with levers
12. Blue flashbulb
13. Cork popguns
14. Wash tub wringers
If you remembered 0-3 = You're still young
If you remembered 3-6 = You are getting older
If you remembered 7-10 = Don't tell your age
If you remembered 11-14 = You're positively ancient!
Taken from a ‘Facebook’ post

HOT OFF THE PRESS
The Suffolk Family History have just announced another ‘Zoom’ presentation
for Thursday December 17th at 7.30 pm. If you wish to join the presentation
email Andy Kerridge at membership@suffolkfhs.org.uk

Evening Star - Friday 04 September 1903

Haverhill Family History Group
2020 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Christmas Quiz - Online
Provide your own refreshments

10 Dec 20

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet,
especially
for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
Wednesday
afternoons,
848095
to bookLibrary
your place
helptelephone
with your 01440
Research
at Haverhill
2 - 4pm
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Will Ferrell
Ten Lords-a-leaping
Dr Seuss
Ebenezer
The Snowman
1970s
Olaf
3pm
Wallace & Gromit
Aladdin

CAN I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH YOU ALL
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HOPE THAT 2021
BRINGS US GOOD CHEER.

