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Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group
Magic is one of those subjects that interest everyone, even if it is only a
passing interest. Witches have always been associated with magic, so
discover how a witch hunting mania swept through East Anglia.
Hear how this man, Matthew Hopkins, spread terror amongst the
populace and learn how he caused the deaths of so many women,
although there were some men as well.
Discover when the witch craze finally ended (or has it?) and see what
you can do to protect yourself from a witch's spell.
An evening with Mike Wabe. If you came long to his presentation
on Town Criers earlier in the year you won’t want to miss this!

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 460 members)

Suffolk Family History Society Fair 2019
Pictures from the research area at the recent SFHS Fair. Once again this proved popular,
particularly the talk given, by our own Secretary Charmian Thompson, to beginners or those who
have recently started out in their quest to delve into family history. So popular was the talk that
two sessions were swiftly arranged to accommodate everyone.
Many thanks to all those from our group and Shelia from the Sudbury Group who helped to make it
another successful event.

Haverhill Family History Group Exhibition 2019
The Haverhill Family History Group’s annual
exhibition will be open to view during October in
the Arts Centre. Entitled ‘Chauntry Mills –
Employers and Employees’ the exhibition tracks
the rise of weaving in Haverhill and the growth of
the business that became known as D Gurteen &
Sons at Chauntry Mills. It focuses on the lives of
people whose images were captured in employer
and employee photographs from company
archives.
The business known as Chauntry Mills is located
at the very heart of Haverhill. It has provided
employment for the people of the town and
surrounding villages since the first factory was
opened in 1856 to produce drabbet. For many
years during Queen Victoria’s reign it was the
principal employer and by 1900 approximately
2500 of the town’s population of 4800 were
working there. The business has been owned and
run by the same family, passing from father to
son(s) in an unbroken line since its establishment.
It still operates today.
We are extremely grateful to Mr Christopher
Gurteen who has kindly agreed to loan items
from his personal collection for a display that will
complement our posters and also the Local
History Group for use of their centre for the
exhibition and workshops arranged for local
schoolchildren. The exhibits can be viewed in the
Local History Centre in the Arts Centre during
their usual opening hours.
We are also very grateful for the generous and
continued support of the Haverhill Local Town
Council without whose financial help and support
these exhibitions could not take place.

Read about one of the employees Christopher Willis later in this newsletter.

October is another busy month:- We are also hosting our second
OPEN DAY of the year. This will be held at Haverhill Library on
Saturday 12th October 10am-3pm. Our knowledgeable band of
helpers will be on hand to help out anyone stuck with their research
or wish to know how to start. We are pleased that local Professional
Genelogist Karen Young will also be attending to offer expert advice.

Found on Facebook
Back in the days of tanners and bobs,
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs.
When football team families wore hand me down
shoes,
And T.V gave only two channels to choose.
Back in the days of three penny bits,
When schools employed nurses to search for your
nits.
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were
permitted
And all of your jumpers were warm and hand
knitted.
Back in the days of hot ginger beers,
When children remained so for more than six years.
When children respected what older folks said,
And pot was a thing you kept under your bed.
Back in the days of Listen with Mother,
When neighbours were friendly and talked to each
other.
When cars were so rare you could play in the street.
When Doctors made house calls and Police walked
the beat.

Back in the days of Milligan's Goons,
When butter was butter and songs all had tunes.
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea,
And your annual break was a day by the sea.
Back in the days of Dixon's Dock Green,
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream.
When children could freely wear National Health
glasses,
And teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes.
Back in the days of rocking and reeling,
When mobiles were things that you hung from the
ceiling.
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools,
And everyone dreamed of a win on the pools.
Back in the days when I was a lad,
I can't help but smile for the fun that I had.
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob.
Back in the days of tanners and bobs.
Author unknown

Our September meeting, the first after a summer break saw a good crowd entertained by
Dr. Kate Jewell who presented ‘Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk’
Kate described how people let off
steam in the 14th and 15th centuries
using the staging of plays to make a
specific point, to point out problems
and to criticise the nobility.
The plays would have been part of a
bigger festival, with music, dancing
and ale, a cross between a village
fete, beer festival and music festival
with the odd ‘football’ match thrown
in for good measure!

Chauntry Mills – Employers and Employees

Christopher Willis
The Christopher Willis story starts with his birth in Haverhill on 23rd September 1857. He did
not have a good start in life as both he and his younger brother Francis (registered Frank) were
orphaned and in the 1861 and 1871 census returns they were listed inmates and paupers in the
Risbridge Union Workhouse which was in Kedington.
This extract from the 1861 return shows CW aged 3 and FW aged 1 as orphans.

Census return 1871 shows Christopher aged 13 and his brother Francis aged 9 as scholars at
the workhouse.

In 1836, the Risbridge Union took over the existing parish workhouse at Haverhill. In 1856, a
new building was erected at Kedington to designs by JF Clark.

The London Illustrated
reported in 1859 that:

News

Risbridge Union Workhouse from the south-east, 1859

Nine years later, in 1880, Christopher married Susan Peverett. Their married life started in Mill
Road and by the time of the 1881 census they have one son, four month old Herbert. At this
time Christopher was a Drabbet Weaver at Chauntry Mills and Susan was a Trousers Machinist.

The next census in 1891 finds them living at 44 Primrose Hill, Christopher is now a Cotton
Weaver and Susan is a Machinist. Herbert is at school and now has 2 sisters and a brother.
Florence is 6, Bennett 3 and Blanche the latest addition to the family is 8 months.

Rolling on 10 more years to 1901 and they are still living happily at 44 Primrose Lane.
Christopher is now listed as a Power Loom Fitter and Susan a Cotton Cord Machinist, working at
home. They now have six children: Herbert is now a young man working as a Labourer at the
Cotton Mill, undoubtedly Chauntry Mills. Florence is a cotton Weaver, Bennett aged 13 has also
found work in the Mills while Blanche and Christopher are still in education. The newest
member to the family is Ernest aged 2.

In 1911 they are still at 44 Primrose Hill which was their lifetime home. Christopher and Susan
are now in their 50s. Christopher is working as a Power Loom Tackler (an overlooker or foreman
of power loom weavers) but Susan has no employment noted. Herbert is working as a cotton
cloth shearer, Bennett is a Cotton Cutter, Blanche is a Cotton Cloth Weaver, Christopher Jnr
aged 17 is a Hair Dresser and Ernest Ewart aged 12 is still at school.

In the 1939 Register, Christopher, at the ripe old age of
82, is listed as a Power Loom Hackler (retired) and
Susan is doing the usual unpaid domestic duties.
Blanche is still a Drabbet Weaver and she is the only
one of the children still living at home. (A Hackler was
the name given to a person combed or "carded" the
coarse flax or horse hair, using a Hackle - a toothed
implement).

At
this time, their son Bennett 52 is now living nearby at 74 Primrose Hill with his wife Emma 51.
Bennett is a Tailors Cutter. They have 2 children, Elsie who was an Office Clerk and Pamela who
was at school.
The story ends when Christopher senior dies aged 86 in 1943. His wife, Susan survived him by
seven years.
Christopher’s brother Francis also settled in Primrose Hill at number 72. He married Clara Nunn.
Researched by Glyn Baker

‘This is NOT a ‘History of Little Bradley’. There can be no such
work with such a tiny palate but it may offer ‘blobs of colour’,
useful for others’ paintings.’
‘A collection of essays, some telling individual stories of
houses, families or people, others presenting arguments or
interpretations. The essays are based on transcriptions or
abstracts of the original manuscripts or record office
catalogue entries which I have gathered over the last two
decades’
‘I have tried to write in an everyday rather than an academic
style and some may find it too casual and popularist. My
justification is two-fold: firstly, that my purpose is to share
information with interested people, who are not, necessarily,
at home with the sometimes arcane jargon, models and
approaches of the professional historian; secondly that, with
Napoleon, I believe that “the best way to get over heavy
ground is lightly” and that a sense of humour seldom gets in
the way of progress.’
Wendy Barnes

Just Asking

Early Preview of our 2020 Programme
Thanks to our Programme Secretary, Rosemary Fletcher for doing a great job
securing this list of great speakers.

Sat 25 Jan 20
(TBC)
13 Feb 20

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Tales from the Bench

Ourselves
Graham
Higgins

12 Mar 20

More to it than brick
The history and geology of brick making

Peter Minter

9 Apr 20

Rural Essex in Victorian and Edwardian times

Peter Layzell

14 May 20

AGM
The Burston School Strike – The longest school strike in
English History

Bryan
Thurlow

May 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

11 June 20
July 20

A Haverhill Festival event
(Haverhill Arts Centre TBC)
Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs
Moot Hall & Combined Military Services Museum
Maldon

Norman
Jacobs
Must Book

July 20

A guided village walk – TBC

Must Book

10 Sept 20

The Foundlings

Ruth Miller

17 Sept 20

Trip to Ridgewell Museum

Must Book

Sept 20

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

Sat 18 Sept 20
(TBC)

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

8 Oct 20

Ourselves
Charlie
Haylock

12 Nov 20

Mistletoe & Myths TBC

Mike Wabe

10 Dec 20

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

See next page for the rest of the 2019 events

DO YOU FANCY HELPING OUT WITH OUR 2020 EXHIBITION ‘WHO
LIVED HERE’. WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO RESEARCH
PEOPLE WHO LIVED IN SOME HAVERHILL BUILDINGS. GUIDANCE
AND ASSISTANCE WILL BE GIVEN. WHY NOT GIVE IT A GO. YOU’LL
BE SURPRISED WHAT STORIES CAN BE UNEARTHED! IF YOU ARE
INTERESTED EMAIL ME AT brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
10 Oct 19
Sat 12 OCT

Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group
OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm

Mike Wabe
Ourselves

7 Nov

Ghost Walk
Bury St. Edmunds at 7.30pm - Must Book

Mike Wabe

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

