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Talk about researching buildings
with Gill Blanchard
BA. MA. PGCE (PCE)
Historian, Researcher, Tutor and Author.

Old Independent Church Hall,
Thursday 14 March 2019, 7.30pm

We welcome back Gill to our meeting this month. She will be guiding us into researching
buildings.
Gill is a full time historian and author of several books
and numerous articles with an academic background in
History, Sociology and Politics at degree and
postgraduate degree level as well as a Post Graduate
Certificate in Education
She has been conducting family, house and local history
research since 1992, and has worked as a researcher
across East Anglia, providing research services to private
individuals, authors, academics and commercial
companies as well as giving talks and tutorials to a wide
variety of organisations across the country.
Why not visit her website http://www.pastsearch.co.uk/

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 400 members)

William Hicks – Rector of St Marys Church Sturmer
I recently went to Greenwich Maritime Museum in London. Having a general interest
due to one of my forebears having a nautical career, sailing months at a time to
Newfoundland on fishing vessels, my eyes were certainly opened up to the
tremendous hardships these men suffered at the time. It was whilst in Newfoundland
that he was pressed into the Royal Navy and ended up taking part in

the

Battle of the Nile on Nelson’s flagship HMS Orion. Whilst at
the museum I had the good fortune to meet up with their
librarian who was extremely helpful and guided me
around their research area. Sadly time was against us
to do any thorough research however it does give me
a great excuse to return. I would recommend a trip
whether you have any naval ancestors or not. It is
certainly well worth a visit.
Whilst having a look at the many exhibition floors
imagine my surprise when I came across the uniform of
William Hicks. My attention was drawn to his uniform when
I read that William Hicks fought at the Battle of Trafalgar
and eventually became Rector of St. Mary’s Church,
Sturmer! Wow, who would have thought that a
relatively small village right on my doorstep would have
such an esteemed personality? I needed to find out more information. Fortunately I
didn’t have to look too far. Googling the internet I came across the extremely good
Sturmer Local History Group website https://www.essexinfo.net/sturmer-local-

history-group/ and found that they had an interesting article about William Hicks
which with their kind permission I have copied here in part. If you wish to read the
full article I would recommend visiting their website.

William Hicks
William Hicks was Rector for the village for 40 years but before that he had served
as a Midshipman at the Battle of Trafalgar.
He was born in 1788 in Cornwall – the middle son of three of Richard and Martha
Hicks, members of the minor Cornish gentry. Little is known of his childhood but the
picture emerges of a boisterous schoolboy much more at home in the outdoors than
in the classroom
He had no trouble choosing a career as his bias was always the Navy although his
family had no history of naval service. In 1803 he
was allowed to attend Blundell’s of Tiverton boarding
school and exchanged his hated classical subjects
for the “nautical and mathematical lore” needed for
service at sea. Later that year he began the maritime
life he had always wanted.
His first appearance in the muster books of the
Royal Navy was aboard HMS Tromp on 12
December 1803 as a lowly Boy Third Class. He
joined the crew of HMS Conqueror in August 1804.
The ship played a crucial role in the fighting that
raged around Nelson’s ship, the Victory at Trafalgar
in 1805.
William describes his involvement in the battle in the Times –

“I had a merciful escape in the fight with the Santissima Trinidad. I was aide-decamp to Sir Pellow and had just reported to the first lieutenant that I had obeyed an
order which he had commanded me to convey to the officers of the lower deck, and
had walked a few yards from him, when I saw a grape shot that had struck a
canister close by. I took it up and put it in my pocket. Turning around I saw the first
lieutenant and sixth lying close by. I ran to them saying “I hope you are not
seriously hurt” and lifting Mister Lloyd’s head the blood gushed into my shoes. Both
were dead.”

The battle was the final chapter for Lord Nelson but just the beginning for William.
The threat of invasion by sea had passed but the Royal Navy still had plenty to do to
stop Napoleon. Aboard Conqueror, William assisted in blockading French ports. He
was also involved in a small boat attack on an enemy squadron which culminated in
the boarding and capture of the corvette, Cesar. This was a severe action in which
the British were opposed by wind and tide as well as the French. The Conqueror’s
boat suffered severe casualties in the fray.
He left the Conqueror in 1806 however he continued to serve and fight in the Navy
for several years afterwards.
After leaving the Navy he was offered a
place at Magdalene College, Cambridge
and completed his studies graduating
BA in 1823. Later that year he was
ordained a deacon and took up his first
curacy in Caxton, West of Cambridge
and in 1827 he became a full Rector in
Sturmer, Essex. He remained here for
the rest of his life and brought up his
family in the village. He married
Charlotte Willimott and had three
daughters and four sons. The eldest
son followed his father into the Church
and the youngest joined the Indian
Forestry Service.
There is a plaque in St Marys Church, Sturmer
dedicated to him.

Sturmer Local History Group July 2017

Part Two of the Handel Story by Geoffrey Walker
Christopher Frederick Handel (my 1st. Cousin once removed)
World War One was 19 years in the future when Christopher Frederick Handel was born on February 6 th.
1895 at 50 Lochnagar Street, Poplar, east London, the eighth child of John Lewis Handel (born 1861,
Poplar) and Edith Eliza Wilton (born 1860, Spitalfields). He was baptised on 24th. February 1895 at St.
Michael and All Angels church in Bromley-by-Bow.
The 1901 census
shows an additional
two children at this
address and the
1911 census shows a
still
expanding
family, all of whom
were now living at
180 Abbotts Road, Poplar. By this time, Mrs. Handel was now a widow as Christopher’s father had just
died. A total of thirteen children were stated to have been born to the Handel family but two had died and
ten were shown as living at this abode. Christopher, now aged 16, was shown as employed as a “junior
clerk” in a “builders”.
It was in July 1916 that Christopher answered his
countries’ call to arms when he enlisted at Stratford,
becoming Private 5441 in the 2/3 Battalion, City of
London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) of the Territorial
Force and was then to become Private 29393 in the 8th.
(Service) Battalion of the East Surrey Regiment. This
regiment was formed at Kingston-upon-Thames, Surrey, in
1914 and after several relocations it went to the Western
Front in 1915. It was involved in the Battles of Loos and
Somme (1916), Hazebrouk, Passchendaele, Arras and 3rd.
Ypres (1917), and the year 1918 started with them being at
St. Quentin, Amiens, Avre then back to Amiens.
The beginning of May 1918 saw the 8th. Regiment of the East Surreys located near the D929 Amiens to
Albert road, having relieved the Australian 25th. Infantry division. Although Christopher’s actual Service
Record is not extant, the following is based on available information:
During the evening of the17th, a scheme was proposed for a trench raid to be carried out by this Regiment
on the German line near Albert in conjunction with the 54th. Infantry Brigade and two brigades from the
Australian 2nd Division in the vicinity of the Ancre river. The raid was authorised at Brigade level the next
day, to take place in the early hours of the19th. The forces involved were to be three front-line platoons from
“A” Company with a fourth in reserve.
At 02.03 (three minutes late) the
customary creeping barrage commenced
followed by the assault on the German
trenches. About 14 Germans died and
four taken prisoner. British casualties
numbered 1 officer killed and four
wounded plus 3 “other ranks” killed and 26
wounded. The raid was considered a success – “…well worth while”

It is during this raid that we
assume that Christopher was one
of the “other ranks” to be wounded
and taken to no.4 Casualty
Clearing Station where he is
recorded to have “died of wounds”
during the same day. He was
buried in Pernois British Cemetery,
north of Amiens, which was
opened in April 1918 to receive
fatalities from no. 4 C.C.S.

A War Gratuity of £10.00 was awarded to his mother and a posthumous award of the British War Medal
plus the Victory Medal was granted on 18 October, 1920. Edith died during July-September, 1923, in
Poplar.

Christopher’s grave in Pernois British Cemetery, Halloy-les-Pernois,
Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France. It is headstone no. 97.
The lower inscription reads:
“Into thy hands I commend my spirit O Lord grant me thy peace”.

On the left an item from the February edition of the
‘Who Do You Think You Are’ magazine which is
always worth a read.
Do you know that you can access this and various other
Family History/general magazines electronically if you
belong to a library.
See:https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/elibrary/rbdigital/

February Meeting
At our recent meeting members were treated to two
presentations

on

the

theme

of

‘Family

History

goes

Underground’. Jeanie Smith and Charmian Thompson gave
very different accounts of their ancestors who were miners. I
think it is fair to say that they had very hard lives (the miners,
not Jeanie and Charmian!), living in poor conditions and
suffered many sad tragedies. Thanks to both Jeanie and
Charmian for their interesting presentations.

Projects/Exhibitions 2019/2020
We have two more exciting projects which will culminate in exhibitions in October
this year and March 2020.
The first exhibition, in October will be called ‘Employers and Employees’
concentrating on Chauntry Mills.
The title of the second exhibition in March 2020 has yet to be decided but will be
along the lines of ‘Looking through the Keyhole’. We will be focussing on various
buildings in the town and researching the lives of people that lived there.
If anyone would like to get involved in either or both of these projects please
contact me on 07808922850 or email brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk
Brian Thompson

Trips 2019

There are limited spaces left on the West Stow trip. A reserve list for the
other two trips is being compiled on a first come first served basis. Please
let me know on 07808922850 or email brian@suffolkfhs.co.uk

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
14 Mar 19

Talk about researching buildings

Gill Blanchard

11 Apr 19

That Rings a Bell - The history of the Town Crier

Mike Wabe

16 May 19

Trip - West Stow and Mildenhall Museum

Must Book

9 May 19
13 June 19

AGM & Regency Bury Low Life
(Jottings from the petty sessions of
Bury St Edmunds Borough)
A Haverhill Festival event
The Rise and Fall of the English Seaside

Kevin Pulford
Tony Kirby

5 July 19

Trip - Much Hadham Forge Museum

Must Book

11 July 19

A guided village walk – Balsham

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

19 Sept 19

Trip - Museum of power

Must Book

Sat 21 Sept
10 Oct 19

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Ourselves
Mike Wabe

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

