NEWSLETTER
June 2021
SUFFOLK FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY

Registered Charity No 1087748

NEXT (ZOOM) MEETING

The Story of a Suffolk Bevin Boy
With Barbara McElroy
10th June 7.30pm
Barbara tells the wartime story of her Bevin Boy father who was called up by ballot to go into
the mines, leaving a rural background to go underground for over three years. The story is
set against the context of the Bevin Boys Scheme and includes many personal anecdotes and
memories from her father and other Bevin Boys.
To join us please register in advance by clicking here -

Note:- Bevin Boys were young British men
conscripted to work in the coal mines of the
United Kingdom, between December 1943
and March 1948, in order to increase the rate
of coal production, which had declined
through the early years of World War II. The
programme was named after Ernest Bevin, a
former trade union official and then British
Labour Party politician who was Minister of
Labour and National Service in the wartime
coalition government.

Register

Armed Forces Day 2021
All being well we will have a presence at
Haverhill’s Armed Forces Day event on
Saturday the 26th of June. This year it
will be held on the Recreation Ground
and although more of a low-key affair
than normal due to Covid restrictions it
still promises to be a great day with
entertainment, side stalls etc., an
afternoon picnic (12noon-3pm) and not forgetting the popular convoy
of military vehicles that will tour the town ending up at the Recreation
ground at around 12-12.30pm. Why not come and visit us (in the
red Gazebo) and join us for the picnic. (See our facebook page or
website for up to date information).

Found on facebook. I was one of the last
generation!

What is it?
The thing that I really like about Family History Research is that it encourages you to be curious.
Sometimes an object sparks a curiosity. Like this one, given to me by my mother years ago. It had been in
a drawer for ages and suddenly resurfaced.
What was it?, Did it work?, Where did it come from?, Who made it?

The three words on the face are Davis Derby Optician. So one night with nothing better to do I googled and
this is what I found out.
Davis Derby was a family business established in Leeds in 1779 which manufactured optical, surveying and
mathematical instruments.
The business was founded during the reign of
King George III and at a time when George Pitt
was the Prime Minister of England. Capital tax
had not been thought of and for the few people
who paid income tax, the rate was one shilling per
pound sterling.

Left: King George III; right: George Pitt

The company Davis of Derby still exists today.
It was established by Gabriel Davis, a Jewish immigrant from Bavaria
(his grandfather was a rabbi). He came to this country with his two
brothers.
Presumably they originally had an unpronounceable surname and
adopted Davis as suiting their new home.

John Davis 1810 -1873
Gabriel Davis’s nephew John was born in Oxfordshire in
1810. He was apprenticed to J Abrahams who was a
Mathematical Instrument Maker to the Duke of Wellington.
On completion of his apprenticeship he moved to Leeds to
join his uncle’s family business.
By 1833 he had set up his own business with a range of
instruments very similar to those of his uncle Gabriel.

Around 1840 John Davis began to manufacture mining
equipment such as mine safety lamps based on the designs
invented by Sir Humphrey Davy in 1815.
At this time coal production in the United Kingdom had risen
to 55 million tonnes, 250,000 men and women and children
were employed underground and there were 1000 deaths in
the mines each year.

In 1843 John, his wife Amelia and their two young sons, took up residence in Derby.
John bought the free-hold of the sixteenth century
Meynell town house, which is now the oldest
surviving premises in Iron Gate, Derby. It was the
family home for over 20 years. At the rear of the
premises he build a workshop to produce his
products.

In 1870 the business moved into new premises at the
All Saints Works, Amen Alley, Derby. By 1889 John
Davis and Co, Derby, were supplying portable electric
lamps to mines.

The earliest surviving Davis Derby catalogue is dated 1877 and shows
that products included turret clocks, weather vanes, surveying
instruments, a wide range of miner’s lamps and electric bells for both
mining and domestic use.
The company was capable of manufacturing 500 miners lamps each
week.
Production of miners lamps continued for more than a 100 years,
reaching 10,000 a year by the end of the century.
Far right:
John Davis bonnetted Clanny
safety lamp
Near right:
John Davis Kirby Lamp
When the final report of the Royal Commission On Accidents in Mines
was presented in 1886 three out of four of the miners lamps selected
as the safest were made by John Davis of Derby. I imagine that miners
all over the country were familiar with these.
I have several ancestors who have mining connections with North
Staffordshire, some originally came from Ireland and settled in the
Stoke on Trent area in the 1850s. Others came from the mines in North
Wales in search of work and some have their roots firmly bedded in Staffordshire so this link to coal mining
spiked my interest.
Nearly all of Staffordshire is sited on coal
measures. Coal-mining as a fully-fledged industry
began in Staffordshire with small private mines at
the end of the eighteenth century.
The presence of coal and clay meant the
Industrial Revolution came quickly to the area.
It was no surprise to find that most members of
my Staffordshire line post 1851 were involved in
either the potteries or the mines, both coal and
ironstone.

No-one can dispute the dangers of being involved in the mining industry:
Underground mining hazards can include
• Suffocation, gas poisoning
•
•
•

roof collapse
rock burst
gas explosions - firedamp (methane gas) explosions can trigger the much more dangerous coal dust explosions,
which can engulf an entire pit.

Of course this prompted a visit to North Staffs and after doing the rounds of church yards and cemeteries we
came to Apedale Heritage Centre where we went into a mine that some of my mining ancestors had actually
worked in and then into a great little museum.. and there we saw several items related to Davis Derby.

Charmian Thompson

So do any of you have an object that you can tell a story about?
******************

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook or visit the Suffolk Family History
Society web site. Both will give up to date information on all our events
this year.
Haverhill Family History Group

Sooner or later, we all hit dead ends in our
research. We can’t get any further, usually
because we can’t find particular records.
If you have ancestors from England, Wales
or Scotland, here are some tips you may
find useful for breaking down those British
genealogy brick walls.
If you can’t find your ancestor on a
particular census, here are some things to
check:
Does the census record still exist?
The census records for England, Wales and
Scotland between 1841 and 1911 mostly
survive and are available online. However,
some records have been lost over time,
especially for the earlier years, so it’s best
to check for the area you are looking at
before you waste time on a fruitless
search.

You can find a list of the missing records by census year, county and parish
on Findmypast here.
Ages can be variable
Don’t assume that ages on census returns, or on many other records for that
matter, will always be accurate. Ages on the 1841 census were listed as
reported up to the age of 15 and then rounded to the nearest 5 for older ages
in most cases.
Very often people wouldn’t know exactly how old they were and would often
shave off a few years as they got older. So, it’s often useful to give some leeway
to reported ages, especially if the other facts on a document look right.
Check for different spellings of names
Most people in the 19th century couldn’t read or write, so they often didn’t
know how their name was supposed to be spelt. An official would write down
what he heard or spelt a name in the way that he believed it should be written.
My own surname of McGowan could be written as MacGowan, M’Gowan,
McGown, McGowen, Gowan, Gow, Smith (the anglicized version) and many
more.
You can check out the Surname Database for more information on the names
in your tree.

Check for nicknames
Many people were known throughout their lives by their nickname, so may
appear on census records with a different name to their birth or baptism
records. For example, a boy born as William might appear on other records as
Bill, or a girl born as Amelia might be recorded as Millie.
You can find a useful list of nicknames on this Family Search Wiki.

Try browsing the census records
If you can’t find your ancestor on a particular census, try browsing the records
for the parish where you think they should be. You can do this via, the card
catalogs or A-Z indexes on the database sites.

Check for boundary changes
British county, district and city boundaries often change so if you can’t find
an ancestor where you expect them to be, look in neighbouring areas.
The city of Peterborough is a good example of an area that has changed several
times. The city itself was historically in Northamptonshire, later joined
Huntingdonshire to form the county of Huntingdon and Peterborough before
being swallowed up by Cambridgeshire in 1974. The boundaries of the city itself
often moved and, over the years, devoured parts of what had been rural
Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire.

Why is the place of birth wrong?
It’s possible that some of your ancestors might not know where they were
born or assume that they were born in a place where they grew up. Agricultural
workers for example, especially when they were younger, would often move
around following work. So the place born on a census return might be different
to a birth record.

Don’t forget the 1939 Register
If you have 20th century English or Welsh relatives, the 1939 Register can be
very useful. Although not strictly a census, the register was very like one. It
was undertaken on the eve of the Second World War so that the Government
could determine who was available for the armed services and other war work
and also to issue identity cards.
After the war, it became the basis for administering the new National Health
Service and was kept up to date until computerization in the 1980s. This means
that if a woman was single in 1939 and later married, you will often find her
married name written over her entry in the register, which can be very helpful.

Research siblings and spouses
It’s often a good idea to research wider than just your direct line. There may
be valuable information to be found by looking at a sibling or a spouse. I was
recently researching a non-conformist (Methodist) family. The baptism record
of a person in a direct line just gave the names of the parents.

Looking at the same record for one of her siblings, much more information had
been recorded including the names of the parents of both parties, so I was able
to take the direct line back another generation.
In another example, the army record of a sibling led to the address of his
mother which meant that I could confirm that a marriage record for a direct
line ancestor was correct. In my experience, you will hit brick walls a lot later
if you spread your net wide!

Use the GRO site
The General Register Office website is where you order historical (from 1837)
birth, marriage and death certificates. For more on this resource see: How to
find English and Welsh Vital Records
Unlike in Scotland and Ireland, English and Welsh birth, marriage and death
records have not all been digitized. A project to digitize all vital records held
by the GRO was started in 2005, but was cancelled in 2008, by which time only
about 50% of records had been scanned. The records that have been digitized
are:
•

Births 1837-1917

•

Deaths 1837-1957

No marriage records have been scanned.
These digitized records can be ordered on the website and will be emailed
within a few days. The records at the GRO have been indexed and you can
search them for free. However, you will have to set up an account to access
the index. It is often worth searching the indexes, even if you don’t buy a copy
of a record as you can extract some valuable information, such as a mother’s
maiden name from the births index.

Use the card catalogs
Instead of always using the general search function on the database sites, it is
often a good idea to use the card catalogues or A-Z indexes and search
individual collections. Very often you’ll find extra fields so you can narrow
down your search.

Using these indexes is usually the only way you’ll find “hidden” record sets.
These are browse only collections so will never appear in the general
search. See: How to Find Hidden Ancestry Records

Search electoral registers
Electoral registers can be great for finding ancestors between censuses and
especially in the 20th century after the last available census in 1911. After the
First World War, most of the adult population were entitled to vote so they
are worth investigating.
Many records are now online with Findmypast probably having the most
extensive collection.

Use online newspapers
Historical newspapers can be a rich genealogical resource. Family information
can be found in:
•

Family notices – birth, marriage and deaths as well as engagements,
anniversaries, in memoriam, birthdays and congratulations

•

Obituaries

•

News articles – national and local events

•

Illustrations – including photographs, maps and cartoons

•

Advertisements

•

Letters to the editor

The largest collection of British and Irish newspapers can be found at
the British Newspaper Archive. And a great free resource for Welsh newspapers
is the National Library of Wales collection.
See also: Online British Newspapers for more information.
The Gazette is another, often overlooked, free newspaper resource with 350
years’ worth of notices. You’ll find records of military awards, changes of name,
bankruptcies and much more. See: An Amazing Free British Genealogy
Resource: The Gazette.

Happy researching!

Taken from the internet - Home - Bespoke Genealogy

Haverhill Family History Group
2021 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 23 Jan 2021
FREE EVENT

OPEN DAY - HOW TO CLIMB YOUR FAMILY TREE
Zoom presentation for those starting out in Family History 3pm

Ourselves

11 Feb 2021
FREE EVENT

Nursery Rhymes
They are not all what they seem!
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

11 Mar 2021
FREE EVENT

Innkeepers and Gamekeepers: Tracing My Wandering Ancestors
Zoom presentation

Kate Hurst

The Historic Bells of Old London Town
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

13 May 2021
FREE EVENT

The Story of William Wakeling Boreham
Zoom presentation

Ourselves

10 June 2021
FREE EVENT

The Bevin Boys
Zoom presentation

Barbara
McElroy

8 July 2021
FREE EVENT

Bits & Pieces

Ourselves

9 Sept 2021

Pie ‘n’ Mash & Prefabs

Norman
Jacobs

17 Sept 2021

Trip to Ridgewell Museum (TBC)

Must Book

Sept 2021

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

8 Apr 2021
FREE EVENT

Sat 18 Sept 2021
14 Oct 2021

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm (TBC)

Ourselves

The History of Spoken English
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Charlie
Haylock

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

11 Nov 2021
9 Dec 2021

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Wednesday afternoons,
Guided use of the Internet, especially
for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm

telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

