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Open Day
Haverhill Library, Saturday 26 January 2019
10am – 3pm
Free help sessions with help from our
experienced researchers.

Special Guest Researcher, Professional
Genealogist Karen Cummings will also
available to offer expert advice.

It was good to see a
Christmas Tree from our
group at the St. Mary’s
Church Christmas Tree
Festival. Thanks to Gloria
Callen for organising.

Haverhill Family History Group
(We now have over 370 members)

Annual Christmas Quiz
What another fantastic turnout for our annual fun Christmas Quiz
with lots of people getting into the spirit by wearing their Christmas
jumpers. After ten rounds of questions our friends from the Sudbury
Group, the ‘Sudbury So and So’s’, came out well deserved winners.

There was also a bumper raffle with prizes donated by members. However thanks must go to
Barry and Gloria who supplied the superb first prize which
was gratefully received by Carol and Colin.
Thanks should also be extended to Alan for the flower
decorations for each table and to all those who helped out
on the evening. Looking forward to next year’s already!

Some noticeable anniversaries to look out for in 2019:Leonardo da Vinci, architect, engineer, and painter died 1519, 500 years ago
First appearance of Noddy in ‘Noddy Goes to Toyland’ by Enid Blyton 1949, 70 years ago
Concorde’s first flight, 1969, 50 years ago
Fall of the Berlin Wall, 1989, 30 years ago

Mobile Phones – Interesting facts?
The first official UK mobile phone call was made
by comedian Ernie Wise on New Year’s Day 1985
34 years ago. However an earlier call was made
that day to Sir Ernest Harrison, chairman of what
was then Racal Vodafone, by his son Michael, who
said: “Hi, it’s Mike. Happy New Year. This is the
first-ever call on a UK mobile network.”
 The first mobiles only had a charge which lasted 30 minutes. They weighed around
12lbs – now many models weigh as little as 3oz.
 Mobile phones are said to carry 18 times more bacteria than toilet handles.
 Many mobiles now contain more power than the computers used to mastermind the
Apollo 11 moon landing.
 An estimated 4.3 million people around the world are having a conversation on a
mobile every second.
 100,000 mobile phones are dropped down the toilet in the UK every year

You might be a
genealogist if
you love living in
the past lane.

FOSSIL HUNTING ON THE RIVER CROUCH
Do you remember last summer’s heatwave? Too hot to do anything …. except browse my
laptop. I discovered that I could go fossil hunting along ‘the cliffs’ on the Essex coast near
Burnham-on-Crouch. Really?! I read
on. And there it was! One sentence
just slipped in: “a flotilla of motor
torpedo boats was based nearby at
Creeksea during WW1”.
Right: Old Creeksea before the modern tidal
defences were built.

I knew my Grandad Harry had served on MTBs on the Essex coast at that time and this
information pinpointed exactly where he was based. Harry, born in Marylebone in 1884,
would have been stationed in Creeksea, just an easy stroll from The New Welcome Sailor, a
public house run by John Player. Now John Player had a daughter, and the rest is, as they
say, history. So that’s how my grandfather met, and then married, my grandmother, Julia. A
family mystery solved!

The New Welcome Sailor, Burnham - (An outing to Burnham)
https://pubshistory.com/EssexPubs/Burnham/welcsail.shtml
Rosemary’s Great Grandfather, John Joseph Player (Landlord),
sitting in the front row with his hands on his knees

Returning to the topic of MTBs, Pauline and I went to Burnham to look for more
information, and hopefully photographs. We found one picture of old Creeksea in the office
of the local sailing club. Even more exciting discoveries were to follow.
High tide at Creeksea as on the day Pauline and I
visited. I parked my car there and was very
concerned that it would get washed into the sea!
But it didn't! You can see the Sailing Club
building to the right in which I found the picture
of Old Creeksea.

In the lovely museum on
Burnham’s quay, we came across
a book entitled “Our Dear and
Brave Men”. This book detailed
the military histories of the men
whose names were listed on the
local war memorial. Inside the
book were details of my great
uncle Henry’s WW2 service
and also that of his two elder brothers, John and William. It
wasn’t until I got home that I realised what I had found! These young men had travelled to
Australia in search of a better life away from the London Docks, joined up to the war effort,
and returned to Europe to fight as Anzacs.
Over a couple of months I corresponded with the book’s author, Walter Jenkins, who was
happy to share his research with me for a contribution to the local Royal British Legion
funds. This enabled me to learn more about ‘the Player brothers’ as well as produce a poster
for our recent exhibition. This poster told of Henry’s war service in Gallipoli as well as on
the Somme, where he was killed in action at the battle of Pozieres on 29 July 1916, aged 19.
I was even invited to the Lighting of the Beacon event held in Burnham to commemorate the
end of WW1.
So I did actually ‘find some fossils’: my three great uncles, who had left London for
Australia. Indeed, dear and brave men.
Rosemary Fletcher
20.12.18

Haverhill Family History Group
2019 Programme of Meetings & Events
Usually, 2nd Thurs of the month, unless stated otherwise, start 7.30 pm,
Old Independent Church Hall (CB9 9EF), members £1 visitors £2.50 inc. tea/coffee
Sat 26 Jan 19
14 Feb 19

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Family History goes Underground
Members discuss ancestors who were miners

Ourselves
Jeanie Smith
& Charmian
Thompson

14 Mar 19

Talk about researching buildings

Gill Blanchard

11 Apr 19

That Rings a Bell - The history of the Town Crier

Mike Wabe

Apr 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

9 May 19

AGM
and presentation TBC

Ourselves

June 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

20 June 19

A Haverhill Festival event (Haverhill Arts Centre)

TBA

11 July 19

A guided village walk (TBC)

Must Book

Aug 19

Trip (TBA)

Must Book

12 Sept 19

Carnival! Drama and Popular Protest in Medieval Suffolk

Kate Jewell

Sat 21 Sept
10 Oct 19

OPEN DAY at Haverhill Library (CB9 8HB)
10am – 3pm
Witches & Witch Hunting in East Anglia
Joint Meeting with Haverhill L/H Group

Ourselves
Mike Wabe

14 Nov

The Parish Chest – Frolic, Fervour & Fornication

Pip Wright

12 Dec 18

Christmas Quiz
A light-hearted social evening with refreshments

Ourselves

Wednesday afternoons, help with your Research at Haverhill Library 2 - 4pm
Guided use of the Internet, especially for newcomers or those ‘stuck’
telephone 01440 848095 to book your place
NEWCOMERS WELCOME and ALL AREAS COVERED

For further details visit
Haverhill Family History Group,
Suffolk Family History Society Website or call 07808922850

